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I. The	Proper	Understanding	of	“Creation”	and	“Creator”	
The “creation” can be better thought of as the “creation and ongoing operation” of all 
things. God is introduced not only as the one who brought everything into existence, but 
at the one who continues to sustain and manage all of His creation. With that in mind, 
we understand the creation story continues throughout the Bible, and throughout all the 
centuries. It is an ongoing story. Otherwise, God is merely the God of the beginning. But 
we are clearly told he is not just the Alpha, He is the Alpha and Omega, the beginning 
and the end, the first and the last and everything in between.  
This is vital to understand so we understand God’s eternal presence and relevance. He 
is not out of the picture, but He is very much in the picture. The creation story is not just 
about what God did, but what God is still doing, and will yet do.  

A. Picture	a	world	without	God	
In his book, The Human Quest, Richard Bube describes God’s ongoing involvement in 
the operation of the universe as follows:  
“The universe exists moment by moment only because of the creative and preserving 
power of God.”  
“In a sense, this is a radically different perspective from the traditional one that pictures 
God as having created the world and its laws at some point in the past, after which they 
later became self-sustaining except for God’s occasional intervention to cause 
something special.”  
In his focus groups, Bube would ask “What would happen to the world and us if God 
should suddenly “turn himself off”. Some believed nothing would happen because they 
believed all things to now be in self-sustaining mode. Others suggested there would be 
a gradual deterioration until all things ultimately failed. Others suggested values such as 
morality and love would disappear.  
Bube suggests that a world completely devoid of God’s existence would simply cease to 
exist. Without God, there are no laws, no world, no us. To attempt to distinguish 
between physical and spiritual in this case is impossible. Not only do we rely on God as 
the Creator at the beginning, … we rely on God for our very existence.  
You see, the scientific concept of Creator is one who is simply responsible for the origin 
of all things. Howard Van Till, highly respected physicist, says that the Biblical theology 
of God as Creator identifies Him as Originator, Preserver, Governor, and Provider of 
Creation.  
Yet the sticking point in this is how people struggle to reconcile an active God with all 
the chaos and tragedies we see in our world. This is vitally important to grasp because 
this is the turning point for so many people. They can’t reconcile the concept of an 
active governing God who allows bad things to happen in our world. They prefer to 
believe there is no God as to think He allows tragedies to befall us.  
We have hurricanes Harvey and Irma fresh on our minds. We see devastation in their 
wake and people struggle to process this. Everyone is wondering where God is in all of 
this.  
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One group suggests that God is speaking to us through these tragedies. I want to loudly 
and firmly reject that notion. Please don’t get caught up on that seductive reasoning. 
These hurricanes are not God trying to tell us something. The fact is God has been 
speaking to us all along – long before Hurricane Harvey happened. Long before the 
9/11 attack. God has been speaking to humanity since the beginning. Tragedies are not 
God speaking. They are just incentives for people to start listening to what God has 
been saying all along.  
Another group says these tragedies are God’s judgment on America. These kinds of 
tragedies happen all over the world many times every year. Why is it we simply pity 
Japan for Fukishima the nuclear accident and Russia for the Chernyobl meltdown, or 
Mexico City for the earthquake, but we think God is punishing us when a Hurricane hits 
America?  
Shortly after 9/11, Jerry Falwell and Pat Robertson were having a conversation on the 
700 club about the terrorist attack on the twin towers. Here is part of their conversation:  
 "The abortionists have got to bear some burden for this because God will not be mocked. And 
when we destroy 40 million little innocent babies, we make God mad. I really believe that the 
pagans, and the abortionists, and the feminists, and the gays and the lesbians who are actively 
trying to make that an alternative lifestyle, the ACLU, People for the American Way, all of them 
who have tried to secularise America, I point the finger in their face and say, 'You helped this 
happen.' "  
To which Mr Robertson said: "I totally concur, and the problem is we have adopted that agenda 
at the highest levels of our government." 
Falwell later apologized for his statements.  
People don’t know whether to believe God is in control or if He has given the universe a 
spin and just sits back and lets nature take its course. If they believe God is in control, 
they tend to think He then has to take responsibility for what we call “natural disasters.” 
The alternative is to believe He is not in control at all – that He is not at fault because 
nature is operating independently of God’s influence. Therefore, nature is to blame, but 
God is blameless.  
But can God be in control and not be held responsible for destructive hurricanes and 
volcanoes and tornadoes and earthquakes and terrorist attacks and nuclear accidents 
and tsunamis? Yes. That is exactly the case. God is both in control of the operation of 
the universe and without blame for the catastrophes. The catastrophes are a result of 
the curse because of man’s rebellion. God is in control as he sets the boundaries of 
chaos. If he did not set boundaries, there would be complete destruction.  

II. Days	4-6	
A. Day	4	

Although light and darkness had already been established by God in day one, day four 
is about God setting the specific duties and roles of our solar system. Again, “function” 
is the main idea. One of the most notable functions other than simply to regulate light 
was to serve as signs for seasons (sacred times as in NIV) and days and years. The 
remarkable aspect of this is the fact that God set precise order to the solar system. The 
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ancients reading this would understand God had purposefully designed our solar 
system to be predictably accurate so man could plan annual events with the creation of 
a calendar that observed the cyclical nature of our solar system. Seasons and days and 
years were repetitive and precise.   

B. Day	5	
Creatures of the water and sky were created and expected to multiply. And God saw 
that it was good.  

C. Day	6	
Land creatures are created then finally, man. Then God commanded man and woman 
to be fruitful and multiply and subdue the earth.  
God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply! Fill the earth and subdue it! Rule 
over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and every creature that moves on the 
ground.” 29 Then God said, “I now give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the entire 
earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. 30 And to all the 
animals of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to all the creatures that move on the 
ground—everything that has the breath of life in it—I give every green plant for food.” It was so. 

1. Be	fruitful	
The command to be fruitful and multiply should not be seen so much as a fixed 
requirement as a blessing and privilege. Most all cultures viewed child bearing as a 
blessing from their deities. Likewise, Moses affirms that God had blessed man and 
woman with the honor and privilege of bearing children. But it should not be taken as a 
command to every married couple that they are required by God to have children. If it is 
a requirement, then one has to ask what is the punishment for failure? Furthermore, if it 
is a requirement, then it would too often be done begrudgingly, as a despised duty, 
rather than as a joyous mutual decision of the couple.  

2. Subdue	
In all other religions, the mythological gods were all thought to exercise sovereign 
custody over all the earth. It was refreshing for Moses to reveal that the true Creator 
granted custody and superintendence to man and woman. “Dress the garden; take care 
of this place. Subdue all creatures. Tame them and use them to your benefit.” 
God was putting man at the top of the food chain. He was superior in every respect to 
all other forms of life on earth. Humans were created to be valued and honored and 
prized above all the various members of the plant and animal kingdom.  
One commentator offers this paraphrase: “Have a lot of children and populate the earth! 
Harness its potential and use its resources for your benefit!”  
Notice nothing is inferred in this statement to abuse and destroy what has been 
provided. Neither is there any indication at all that earth and its resources should be 
worshipped. The balance is to enjoy, but don’t be destructive. Care and respect, but 
don’t idolize.  

III. God	Calls	It	Good	
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Specifically, God pronounces the assigned functions of creation as “good.” Remember, 
this is more about function than structure. We obviously recognize God as the one who 
brings all things into existence, but the more important message is that He is the one 
who is assigning purpose to everything. When He creates and gives roles and purpose 
to his creation, He calls that good. In creation, and before the fall, everything was 
created with a good purpose. God didn’t create evil and He didn’t create the fruit of evil, 
such as enmity and strife and peril. Everything He created was good and was meant for 
good.  
The original state of all creation was good – good in quality and good in purpose. Every 
fruit was edible and good for humans. Every green plant was edible and would provide 
for the needs of the animal kingdom. Contrast that with the cursed world we live in. Man 
would be sustained by a diet of fruit and vegetation. It wasn’t until after the fall that 
animals were slain for the meat. Also, there doesn’t seem to be any indication that 
God’s original plan in creation was for animals to be carnivores. Humans would eat the 
fruit of the trees. Beasts would eat grass. The world we are so familiar with today is a 
world shaped by the curse.  
I don’t suggest that this passage is supposed to instruct us that God expects us to be 
vegans and meat-eaters are a bunch of irresponsible and violent people.  
There is nothing delightful about killing animals for food. It is something people learn to 
cope with, but nothing a normal person takes great delight and pleasure in. Life is 
sacred and the taking of life is a sacred act, whether it is for food or for sacrifice. The 
violence of killing, even for food, is a constant reminder of the curse we live under and 
should always be considered a very sobering and serious moment.  

IV. The	Creation	of	Humankind	
A. 	“Let	Us”	

The most popular interpretation of this is that it points to the trinity. While it we may be 
very comfortable with that concept, the fact is, the people Moses wrote to inform were 
not familiar with the concept of the Trinity. So, how would they have understood that 
language? Most likely they would have viewed it as referring to a conversation God had 
with all the occupants of Heaven (angels). Some struggle with that because they think it 
infers angels were part of the creative process. The Israelites never did believe angels 
were part of the creative team, but neither did they understand the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost. They just viewed the usage of the plural as God telling the angels “I will 
make man in our image (since it is reasonable to believe angels had also been created 
in God’s image.)  

B. Image	
Once again, this language causes a lot of controversy. Some feel it is almost 
blasphemous to suggest God looks anything like man. But God wasn’t created in man’s 
image. Man was created in God’s image. They continue to argue that God has no 
specific form because He is spirit. But my objection is that man attempts to define 
“spirit” by limited human understanding. Who says spiritual beings have no form? We 
can’t prove either concept, so we can’t be dogmatic. At the very minimum, being 
created in God’s image certainly means having the capacity to be a tangible 
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representative of the Heavenly Father. At bare minimum, it means the capacity to bear 
certain characteristics of God (something the animal kingdom is incapable of doing.) As 
a baby bears the image of its parent, we might faintly see physical features that are 
genetically engineered. (How often have you heard someone look at a newborn baby 
and say (“he looks exactly like his father!) In reality, the baby doesn’t have a full grown 
man’s face and look like the father’s twin, but merely shares some detectable features. 
But as the child grows, he or she takes on characteristics of a parent and often times 
acts and talks and thinks like them. So, man and woman were created in the image of 
God, with the capacity to be the earthly physical representation of the Creator (unlike 
the animals or the vegetation) and also the capacity in their maturing process to take on 
even more characteristics of their Creator.  
We are repeatedly instructed to bear the image of our Creator.  
“Be holy, because I, the Lord your God, am holy.” (Lev 19:2) 
Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus (Phil 2:5) 
24 …put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness. 
(Ephesians 4:24)  
Be imitators of God (Eph 5:1) 
Jesus represented His Father.  
Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all 
things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right 
hand of the Majesty on high; Hebrews 1:3 (KJV) 

The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all 
things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right 
hand of the Majesty in heaven. (NIV) 

 
The message is clear. We were created to bear the image of God. While we will never 
be exactly like God in all his perfection, we are still responsible for doing our best to 
properly represent Him. If only we could all make being like our Heavenly Father our 
daily guiding principle. That would control our anger issues. That would stop any 
dishonesty. We would control our mouth. We would love our neighbors. We detest 
cheating and lying. We would be more patient and kind. We would quit our incessant 
complaining. If we only made it our goal to bear the image of our Heavenly Father.  
 


