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Then God blessed Noah and his sons, saying to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number and fill 
the earth. 2 The fear and dread of you will fall on all the beasts of the earth, and on all the birds 
in the sky, on every creature that moves along the ground, and on all the fish in the sea; they are 
given into your hands. 3 Everything that lives and moves about will be food for you. Just as I 
gave you the green plants, I now give you everything. 

4 “But you must not eat meat that has its lifeblood still in it. 5 And for your lifeblood I will 
surely demand an accounting. I will demand an accounting from every animal. And from each 
human being, too, I will demand an accounting for the life of another human being. 
6 “Whoever sheds human blood, by humans shall their blood be shed; 
for in the image of God has God made mankind. 
7 As for you, be fruitful and increase in number; multiply on the earth and increase upon it.” 

This is the fourth time God speaks to Noah.  God’s message to Noah begins with a 
description of some of the changes Noah will experience and some new rules to live by. 
Second, God establishes a covenant with Noah. What God speaks to Noah is universal 
and timeless in application. In other words, it applies to us as well.  

I. New	World;	New	Rules	
A. Adam’s	blessing	continues	

Just like God told Adam, God tells Noah to be fruitful and increase the population and fill 
the earth.  

B. A	new	diet,	a	new	dynamic	
From the beginning, God gave all the vegetation to Adam and Eve and to the animal 
kingdom for food.  
29 Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every 
tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. 30 And to all the beasts of the earth 
and all the birds in the sky and all the creatures that move along the ground—everything that has 
the breath of life in it—I give every green plant for food.” And it was so.  (Genesis 1) 

God also gave Adam authority over all other creatures. There was a special relationship 
between humans and lower creatures. This may explain how Noah was able to load the 
Ark.  
But after the Flood, some things changed.  
But God changed the rules about food, and this passage is difficult to completely 
understand. Due to the particular usage of terms, there is some evidence that the 
creatures of the animal kingdom now permitted as sources of food are specifically wild 
animals found in herds. Without getting so technical that it gets boring, part of the issue 
is the word that is translated “creeping things”. It seems that is a very poor translation 
and the Hebrew word more likely refers to animals that move in herds.  Domesticated 
animals were not commonly primary sources of food because they were valued for their 
milk, (dairy products), hair, wool, and hide. But God now offers the undomesticated 
animal kingdom as another source of food. It is not that domesticated animals cannot be 
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eaten, (or had never been eaten), but the essence of this passage may be the 
beginning of hunting.  
If that is the case, then the relationship would change between humans and beasts from 
one of man taming and controlling them to a relationship of prey and predator. Now that 
God has granted permission for humans to be hunters of wild game, it makes sense 
that the animal kingdom would have a new fear of man as a predator.  
2 And the fear of you and the dread of you shall be on every beast of the earth, on every bird of 
the air, on all that move on the earth, and on all the fish of the sea. 

C. Rules	for	hunters	
Since God now grants permission to hunt animals for food, He also sets forth a couple 
of important rules to follow.  
Rule number one. No road kill.  
3 Everything that lives and moves about will be food for you. Just as I gave you the green plants, 
I now give you everything. 
This not only widens the scope of their diet beyond salad, it also specifies the food must 
be taken from among the living creatures. From a practical standpoint, this is a warning 
to these new hunters that a dead animal is not safe to eat. This would be some valuable 
advice is a post-flood world that just might be littered with the carcasses of animals.  
A second rule is set in place as well. “Don’t eat live animals.”   
God strictly forbade animals be eaten with the life-blood still in them. 
“But you must not eat meat that has its lifeblood still in it.” 

By commanding that the animal be bled properly, two things are accomplished. The first 
is to ensure that the animal is indeed dead before consuming. The second is that we 
show honor and respect to God in the process.  
This is another indication that blood is considered a sacred thing. If we recall Cain 
answering to God for murdering Abel, God said “The voice of your brother’s blood cries 
out to me from the ground.” The implication is that God considers the blood sacred. 
Blood that has been spilled violently and maliciously offends God. When the blood of a 
slain animal has not been carefully and respectfully returned to the ground according to 
God’s prescription, we offend God. God simply wants us to respect life-blood. Simply 
slaying and eating an animal without properly bleeding out the animal shows a blatant 
disrespect for the rules God laid down. Therefore, the rules that governed the hunting of 
undomesticated herd animals proved to be a ritual that basically the hunted animal had 
been taken with God’s permission and God was shown honor for sharing his bounty by 
the ceremonial bleeding of the animal. 

D. Rules	to	govern	humanity	
5 And for your lifeblood I will surely demand an accounting. I will demand an accounting from 
every animal. And from each human being, too, I will demand an accounting for the life of 
another human being. 
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6 “Whoever sheds human blood, 
    by humans shall their blood be shed; 
for in the image of God 
    has God made mankind.  

Cain wandered off into forbidden territory committing the first murder. To help govern 
the new world, God makes a rule about murder from the very beginning, something that 
was not done in the original creation of man and woman. Cain literally committed 
murder when there was no official ordinance against it. Humans were simply governed 
by their conscience and, as we now learn, the conscience was not sufficient to prevent 
heinous acts. But God will not allow this new world to develop without a very clear rule 
against murder. God was making humans responsible for policing one another. 
Interestingly, God says He will demand an accounting for the careless taking of life, 
both of animals and of humans. It is clear God does not approve cruelty to animals. We 
are to respect life. This can be taken out of context and carried out to an extreme, which 
God did not intend. It doesn’t mean we can’t swat mosquitoes and trap mice and stomp 
on spiders. Those creatures were not given to us for food. We are still talking about 
animals that are hunted for food and how we are to respect the process.  
When the west was opened up by rail, millions of bison roamed the prairies. Sadly, 
there were those who rode the trains and shot bison from the moving trains, not for 
food, but merely for sport. By the late 1800’s, only 300 bison remained in the wild. This 
kind of senseless slaughter is a brazen affront before God.  
God says he will demand an accounting from every animal and every human being. The 
implication of this “accounting” is that, while all life is sacred, the life of humans is more 
valuable to God than the life of animals. If a human is killed by another human or even 
by an animal, God demands an accounting. An animal that kills a human can rightly be 
put down to eliminate the danger. The modern day mentality is to excuse the behavior 
of the animal on the basis that the animal is just doing what animals by nature are 
supposed to do, and any human that is killed was probably just encroaching on the 
animal’s territory. God demands the accounting, but appoints humans as the avengers.  
The problem is, that is not the way God set this up. That is the messed up thinking of 
nature worship. So messed up is this philosophy that nature worshippers value an 
eagle’s egg above an unborn child in the womb. We can recognize the sanctity of life 
without worshipping nature and putting nature above humans.  
And a final word about recognizing blood as the life force from God. This concept was 
integrated into the laws of Moses and became a vital part of understanding the Jewish 
sacrificial system. The life blood was deeply meaningful in sacrificial worship. The 
shedding of blood indicated a complete death. And that carries through to the cross. 
The shedding of blood indicates the complete sacrifice of Jesus in our behalf. We 
understand in our theology that the blood is sacred. The roots of this go all the way back 
to the Noah.  

II. The	Noahic	Covenant	
The covenant contains three speeches from God, and God uses the word “establish” 
three times.  
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In the first speech, God makes a promise in behalf of all people and all other earthly 
creatures that He will never again destroy all life by flood.  
In the second speech God assigns the rainbow as a sign reassuring us of his promise. 
Every time we see a rainbow, we are supposed to remember God’s promise.  
In the third speech, God summarizes the first two speeches, simply reiterating the 
rainbow is the sign of the promise he has made.  
The ancients were familiar with covenants and needed no tedious explanation for this 
passage. We don’t understand covenants as well, but our modern contract puts us as 
close as we can get. Yet, a covenant could take different forms. A covenant could be a 
negotiated agreement between two parties, or it could be simply a promise or 
concession made by one party to another. That would be the case here. This is entirely 
a one-sided concession from God to Noah, a promise to all earth’s creatures never 
again to destroy the earth in judgment by a flood. God didn’t say natural floods would 
never happen, just never a repeat of a flood as an act of judgment to wipe out humanity.  
And God points to the rainbow as an ongoing sign of his promise. We should not 
assume there never was a rainbow before, but simply that God used the rainbow as a 
reminder to all humanity of his promise. The Hebrew word translated “rainbow” is the 
same word used for a bow weapon. There is a subtle implication in the use of this word. 
God set his bow in the clouds. The ancients would have likely seen the connection 
between the bow in the clouds and the weapon bow. They may have looked at the 
rainbow understood God to be saying, “I have hung up my weapon. I will never judge 
this world by means of a flood again.” 
It does not mean God will never again bring judgment against this earth and its 
inhabitants. It just means God will deal with a world saturated with sin in a different way.  
When the world gets in such bad shape that it is ready to implode, Jesus will return and 
assume his position as the King of all kings and Lord of all lords. He will reign over a 
time of peace for 1000 years. Then at the end, he will allow a short time of rebellion to 
occur so all closeted rebels are brought into the open. Then he those rebels will be 
destroyed. After that, the earth will be renovated by fire. And we will finally reach the 
end of all conflict and strife. No more wars. No more famine. No more murders. No 
more crime. For the world will have been purged of all wickedness and the brand new 
Heavens and new earth purified by fire will be our eternal home.  
So when we see the rainbow in the sky, it should not only remind us of his promise to 
never judge this world by flood again, but also his promise that he is coming again. 
Soon. That is the double meaning for us.  


