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I. 	But	God	Remembered	
But God remembered Noah and all the wild animals and the livestock that were with him in the 
ark, and he sent a wind over the earth, and the waters receded. (Genesis 8:1) 

The first words of this passage actually set the stage for the narrative on the flood 
abatement. The whole reason the flood receded is because God remembered his 
promise to Noah. The drama behind this short narrative is really quite powerful. The 
world’s population has been completely wiped out by a devastating flood from God, an 
act of divine judgment against the unfettered wickedness of humankind. The only 
survivors of the flood are the occupants of the ark. The torrential flood waters would 
have provided many tense days for the passengers on the Ark as the storm raged and 
the Ark creaked and reeled. For five weeks and five days, it stormed day and night as 
the judgment of God was poured out. It must have seemed it would never relent, but on 
the 41st day the storm finally broke. It was the first evidence they had actually survived 
and the waters would soon begin to recede. The reason? Because God did not forget 
Noah.  
It may seem when we are in the midst of the storm that God has forgotten us. It may 
seem the violent storm is about to overwhelm us. It may seem we are being swallowed 
up in our adversities. But God remembers.  
There are times when it is vitally important we are not forgotten. I know of a few 
instances of a family stopping on a long road trip and they were several miles down the 
road before they discovered they had left someone back at the rest stop.  
When I was only about 4 years old, my older brother and sister and I were playing hide 
and seek and my brother encouraged me to hide inside an ice chest. I foolishly climbed 
and he closed the lid over me. I stayed there for a short time but began to panic that 
someone would forget I was in there and I started yelling for help. It seemed like an 
eternity but it probably wasn’t for than a few seconds when my brother lifted the lid and 
let me out. I was worried they would not remember where they put me.  
That is our fear sometimes with God. We fear he has forgotten about us. But this word 
“remember” used in this passage doesn’t mean “to call to mind”. God simply never 
forgets. It is a covenant word. It means God did not fail to honor his promise to Noah.  
17 I am going to bring floodwaters on the earth to destroy all life under the heavens, every 
creature that has the breath of life in it. Everything on earth will perish. 18 But I will establish my 
covenant with you, and you will enter the ark—you and your sons and your wife and your sons’ 
wives with you. 
In his covenant with Noah, God gave the sign of the rainbow as a reminder to all that He 
would never again destroy all live on Earth by a flood. In that covenant he says,  
I will remember my covenant between me and you and all living creatures of every kind. (9:15) 

In Egypt, the king died and the children of Israel groaned in their slavery and cried out to 
God. It seemed nothing was coming to together. Moses had deserted his people. The 
Hebrews lost hope of ever being delivered out of Egypt. Moses was rejected by his own 
people and was on the run as a murderer. How would this mess ever work out. But it 
says in Exodus 2:24 
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24 God heard their groaning and he remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac and with 
Jacob.  

The Hebrew people thought they had been forgotten. But God remembered.  
When God was preparing to rain fire and brimstone upon Sodom and Gomorrah, He 
first sent angels to personally escort Lot and his family out of the path of destruction.  
29 So when God destroyed the cities of the plain, he remembered Abraham, and he brought Lot 
out of the catastrophe that overthrew the cities where Lot had lived. (Genesis 19:29) 
When Rachel cried out to God because she was barren, God remembered Rachel and 
opened up her dead womb.  
When God challenged Moses to give him one good reason he should not wipe out the 
apostate children of Israel in the wilderness, Moses pleaded with God to remember his 
promise, and that was good enough. Because God remembers his promises, even 
though we sometimes don’t.  
We keep worrying about God forgetting us. God doesn’t have a problem living up to his 
covenantal promises. It is people who have a problem remembering God.  
The entire 8th chapter of Deuteronomy is devoted to encouraging the children of Israel 
to never forget the Lord and all he had done for them. But they would forget. And we 
forget so easily. When we are especially blessed by God, we make all kinds of promises 
to Him. But when trials and difficulties come, we forget our promises. God is not the one 
with the integrity problem.  

II. The	Receding	Flood	
It rained for 40 days and nights. After the rain stopped, the waters continued to rise 
slightly for another 110 days. On the 150th day, the waters began to abate. From that 
point, it took another 193 days for the land to be dried and suitable for Noah and his 
family to exit the ark. Noah and family spent a total of 370 days on the ark.  
The bulk of the flood came upon the earth in the first 40 days. It took more than 300 
days for the flood to be completely gone.  
This is a suitable illustration of how we endure the trials of life. It took nine times longer 
for the flood to completely go away than it did for it to come. We get slammed by our 
trials. A mere 24 hours can turn our world upside down. Recovery can take months or 
even years.  
Even though Noah was confined to the Ark for more than a year, he was safe.  
When chaos comes like a flood, we can’t forget that sometimes God is using a process 
to accomplish His will. Chaos is all around and it looks daunting, but Noah was not the 
target of God’s judgment. Noah was not a victim of the chaos. Noah was only a witness 
of the turmoil and confusion, but he was in the Ark.  
When you are in God’s will, you are in the Ark.  

III. The	Star	of	the	Story	
A. Not	Noah	



God Remembered, And We Must Never Forget 

 3 

Noah is typically presented as the main character in this story. This is a popular Bible 
story for children. We make sure they learn who Noah was and what he was famous for.  
But we have an adult responsibility to look for the real star. In proper perspective, Noah 
was a bit player. The real story is about God. Not what Noah did, but what God directed 
and empowered Noah to do. Not what Noah accomplished, but what God accomplished 
through Noah. This is a story about God’s broken heart over the wickedness of humans. 
It is a story of God’s plan to rescue the planet from human destruction. It is a story of 
God’s mercy and grace. It is a story of God’s refusal to tolerate rebellion. It is a story of 
redemption. It is a story of God granting a new beginning and wiping the old away.  
In a brief overview of the flood narrative (Chapters 6-8), we see something very 
interesting and significant. We have record of God speaking, but no record of anything 
Noah said until the end of the ninth chapter when he blesses Shem and Japheth and 
curses Canaan.  
In chapters 6-8, God speaks to Noah three times, each time giving Noah a specific 
command: “Build and ark”; “Go into the ark”; “Come out of the ark.”  
Noah did not make any major decision without being directed by God. He couldn’t. The 
success of this mission was entirely dependent on God’s timing, so Noah had to wait on 
God for his direction. Noah built the boat, but he couldn’t move on board until God said 
so. Noah was on the ark for more than a year, but he couldn’t disembark unto God said 
so.  
It was the waiting game.  
I know how we hate the waiting game. Imagine Noah on the Ark for more than a year. 
Imagine Noah looking at the flood receding, the appearance of dry land, and the 
temptation to get off the ark. Imagine the pressure Noah gets from his family. They don’t 
want one more day of having to take care of those animals. “The land looks dry! Why 
can’t we just get of this ark?”  
“Because God hasn’t said so yet.”  
We are so tempted to move ahead of God. Everything looks fine to our eye. What is 
God waiting for? Why is He not giving us permission? There is no apparent reason to 
wait any longer! But waiting on God is vital. God’s timing is perfect. Ours isn’t.  

IV. The	Sacrifice	
Surviving the flood and exiting the ark, the first thing on Noah’s mind was giving honor 
and thanksgiving to the Lord, so he builds and altar and, using some of the clean 
animals and clean fowl, makes a burnt offering to the Lord. This was a foreshadow of 
the burnt offering that would be come a regular feature of worship in the tabernacle 
under Moses. Burnt offerings were used as a sin offering and as an offering of 
thanksgiving.  
But we clearly see what Noah did was an expression of his deepest gratitude. We can 
imagine the powerful emotions Noah experienced.  
It must have been nearly overwhelming to know the entire world had just been wiped 
out. All the remained were eight people and a few animals to repopulate the earth. The 
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power and impact of the flood were indescribable. Everywhere Noah looked there was 
lingering evidence of this sweeping judgment that he had just witnessed. There was 
devastation everywhere and Noah and his family are alone.  
Then it also must have occurred to Noah, “Why me? Why did I survive? Out of all the 
people in this world, why me?” It was truly humbling as Noah tried to process the mercy 
and grace of God.  
So he built and altar and worshipped this majestic, almighty God that had 
simultaneously violently destroyed the world but tenderly spared Noah and his family. 
Noah understood what many people fail to grasp even today. The Almighty Creator is 
worthy of our praise.  
But the sacrifice was not just to worship God. It was a sacrifice for the sins of mankind. 
It was the proper example to set for the Post-Deluvian world. We must never forget to 
acknowledge our sins. We must make peace with God. We must seek his mercy and 
his grace. If the former world had remembered to make peace with God through their 
burnt offering sacrifices there would never have been a flood. But they forgot God and 
persisted in their sins.  
Noah builds the altar, builds a fire, slays the sacrificial animals, and places the 
carcasses on the flame. The fire crackles from the burning fat and the greasy smoke 
rises toward Heaven. And the Bible says  
21 The Lord smelled the pleasing aroma and said in his heart: “Never again will I curse the 
ground because of humans, even though every inclination of the human heart is evil from 
childhood. And never again will I destroy all living creatures, as I have done. 
22 “As long as the earth endures, 
seedtime and harvest, 
cold and heat, 
summer and winter, 
day and night 
will never cease.” 
God had been appeased. The aroma was pleasing to Him. He wants us to come 
humbly before Him. He wants us to acknowledge our imperfections, our sins, our 
weaknesses. He wants us to bow before Him in deepest humility. Our humility before 
Him is a pleasing aroma.  
 


