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I. The	Flood	
A. The	Virtual	Un-creation	and	Re-creation	

The language used to describe the flood and the events associated with the flood form a 
virtual reversal of the creation narrative.  
The creation of days 1-3 are the organizing of chaos, darkness, deep wild waters. The 
flood is the reversion of organization to the state resembling the original chaos. The 
regular mention of the land animals and the bird of the air correspond with days 5&6 of 
creation. The eventual abating of the waters and the appearance of dry land, along with 
the animals being reintroduced to a fresh, newly cleansed/re-created world also parallels 
the original creation and placement of the animals in the newly created world. Moses 
paints a picture that quite clearly casts Noah as the new Adam. Both Noah and Adam are 
the head caretakers of the new world. Both “walk with God”. Both have three sons. Both till 
the soil. Both sin through the fruit. Both have a son who is cursed for his wickedness.  

B. Global,	regional,	known	world,	or	local?		This	debate	will	likely	never	be	settled,	but	
here	are	some	points	to	consider.		

*If the flood was worldwide and rose to cover the 16,946 foot peaks of Ararat, it would 
have required an additional 630 million cubic miles of water weighing three quintillion tons. 
All oceans would have had to triple in volume in 150 days and quickly shrink back to 
normal. There is no where for oceans to drain, so it would had to have evaporated. If it 
evaporated, it would still be in the clouds and part of our current day cycle of rain. The 
clouds cannot hold that much moisture. 3 quintillion gallons of water in the atmosphere 
would make our atmospheric pressure 840 times higher than it is and sunlight would not 
be able to penetrate the atmosphere to reach earth. Water doesn’t simply disappear. The 
waters would have had to rise 100 feet per day. Such a violent deluge of water would have 
created currents far greater than those that decimate cities in modern floods, drawing into 
serious question the ability of a wooden ark to survive.  
The care of the 21,000 species of animals would have required 42,000 individuals working 
12 hour shifts and capable of spending 3 ½ minutes per cage feeding and watering. If 
Noah and his family were responsible for loading 35,000 animals on the ark, each member 
of the crew would have to climb 19.5 stories every hour day and night for one week.  
How can there still be fresh water lakes today if sea water and fresh water completely 
mixed together around the world? How did salt water and fresh water fish survive the 
mixture? How did animals found only in Australia get to the ark?  
Those who search Mt Ararat for the Ark have to use very sophisticated climbing 
equipment. How did elephants and hippos walk down the mountain, then cross deserts 
and oceans to return to their native habitat? 
These and many more concerns challenge the global flood theory. Yet the global theory is 
bolstered by the universal language used in the narrative. Just remember, words like “all” 
in the Bible sometimes only refer to a limited scope. (All the countries came to Egypt 
during the famine). Regardless of the extent of the flood, the theological lessons from the 
flood remain totally intact.  
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C. The	purpose	
There are two passages of scripture that clearly show the extent of the wickedness of 
humans – 6:5-6 and 6:11-14.  
5 The Lord saw how great the wickedness of the human race had become on the earth, and that every 
inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was only evil all the time. 6 The Lord regretted that he 
had made human beings on the earth, and his heart was deeply troubled. 
11 Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight and was full of violence. 12 God saw how corrupt the 
earth had become, for all the people on earth had corrupted their ways. 13 So God said to Noah, “I 
am going to put an end to all people, for the earth is filled with violence because of them. I am 
surely going to destroy both them and the earth. 14 So make yourself an ark  
The words “wickedness”, “evil”, “corruption” and “violence” are powerful descriptors. What 
else needs to be added to understand how justified God was for sending the flood? The 
world had become so morally bankrupt, God was willing to wipe out the entire world 
population except eight people in Noah’s family.  

II. The	Ark	
God gives Moses very specific plans for the ark. Accurately converting those dimensions 
into modern day equivalents depends entirely on how we interpret a cubit. Nevertheless, 
scholars generally accept that the cubit was based on the length of the forearm from elbow 
to the tip of the longest finger, making the cubit somewhere in the range between 18 and 
22 inches.  
Nothing is mentioned of a rudder or steering system since the boat was intended only to 
be a floating platform or barge, not a vessel for navigating. The Hebrew word for “Ark” 
implies a “box, chest or coffin” and not anything resembling a modern ship. The most 
significant aspect of this trivial bit of information is that Noah was given no control at all 
over the ark once it was afloat. His destiny was entirely in the hands of God.  
The problem we continue to have is people who think they are building their ark to the 
saving of their family, but they install a steering system to keep control of their destiny. In 
other words, it is hard for some people to ever give over control of their lives completely to 
God. As in the building of the ark, there are certain things you are in control of. But there is 
a point when you have to relinquish complete control to God. You have done all you can 
humanly do and the rest is up to God. Blessed is the man who does all he is expected to 
do, but rests comfortably in the hands of God when the storm hits. You did all you could do 
to prepare for the storm, but now it is up to God. You could not be in better hands! If you 
can’t seem to rest in the hands of God; if you continue to try to keep steering the boat even 
when it is beyond your control; if you worry and stew and fret when there is nothing you 
can do, then you don’t really know how to rest in the hands of God.  

III. The	Man	–	Noah	
A. The	Hope	of	Lamech	

Let’s go back and pick up one verse from the fifth chapter, a man named Lamech from the 
line of Seth. As you know, most of the names listed in the genealogy have very little 
additional comment or information other than the man giving birth to a son (or sons) and 
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then the death of the man. However, when the author makes additional comments, they 
should be understood to be important information. Such is the case of Lamech 
28 When Lamech had lived 182 years, he had a son. 29 He named him Noah and said, “He will 
comfort us in the labor and painful toil of our hands caused by the ground the Lord has 
cursed.” 30 After Noah was born, Lamech lived 595 years and had other sons and 
daughters. 31 Altogether, Lamech lived a total of 777 years, and then he died. 

To Lamech a son is born and he calls him Noah. The name Noah literally means “rest” and 
the phonetic pronunciation of the name was very similar to the word for comfort. Out of 
desperation for relief from the harsh burden of the curse, Lamech puts his faith in his son 
as the one who will somehow, in some way, do something to bring some relief to the 
people. I don’t know what Lamech could possibly imagine his son would be able to do to 
change the hardwired conditions the people suffered under, but it still remains a fact that 
Lamech dreamed of a better world through his son.  
Talk about lofty expectations! But God rewarded Lamech’s faith with a son who would 
indeed be used by God to bring a massive correction to the fallen world without wiping out 
the lineage through which Christ would come.  
Noah was the deliverer. He was the hope Lamech prayed for. Lamech’s prayerful desire 
for a deliverer and the faith he put in naming his son as one who would bring comfort and 
rest has an unmistakable parallel to our situation today. 
We see the wickedness of the world around us spinning wildly out of control. This is not a 
world that is getting more godly. This is a world that is on a bullet train to Hell and the train 
is forever picking up speed and gathering more passengers. But as bad as this world is, 
we are not without hope. We also look forward to the arrival of our Deliverer; to the one 
who will safeguard the righteous while he purges this world of all wickedness.  

B. Noah	–	man	of	God	in	his	home	
God commands Moses to build an ark to spare his family. We are not told the spiritual 
status of each member of Noah’s family. It is possible that Noah, being a righteous man, 
had effective influence over his own family. It is also possible that God had mercy on 
Noah’s immediate family for Noah’s sake. Both scenarios are made possible by Noah’s 
righteousness and demonstrate the importance of spiritual leadership in the family.  

C. Noah	–		the	man	of	God	in	his	world	
Contrary to the way we humans think, God doesn’t look for the most talented, the most 
gifted people through whom he can work. He doesn’t look for the most intelligent. He 
doesn’t look for the most popular. He doesn’t look for the richest or most influential or most 
powerful.  
God always looks for that person who is spiritually unique among his/her peers to work 
through. They may have a few flaws like Samson and Gideon and even Noah. But if they 
are willing to be use by God and if, spiritually, they stand apart from the rest of the world 
God is eager to use those people. That is who God is looking for. God used Noah because 
in a world that had become so corrupt that God was deeply pained by their wickedness, 
Noah was deemed a righteous man. Young people especially feel the pressure of being 
accepted by their peers. The pressure is so great they are willing to sell their own soul to 
be accepted. But God searches for anyone who refuses to be charmed by the world. If you 
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will take a stand for God, He will choose you for His purposes. But don’t expect God to go 
sifting through the thoughtless, careless people of this world to find someone He can work 
through. Those people are as common as dirt. God doesn’t need them. He needs the one 
with enough courage to stand up for Him when everyone else could not care less.  

D. Noah	–	the	new	Adam,	the	first	Moses	
Noah was also a prototype for Moses. Noah dealt with concepts that Moses and Israel 
later copied such as the designation of “clean” and “unclean” animals, the practice of burnt 
offering, restrictions on lifeblood, the language of covenant law, the symbols of a covenant, 
the emphasis on the numbers “seven” and “forty”. Both Moses and Noah survived the 
deadly waters by means of an ark (an ark of gopher wood sealed with pitch, and a tiny ark 
of bulrushes sealed with pitch).  
Both Noah and Moses were commissioned by God to build something according to very 
specific plans and dimensions. 

IV. What	was	Noah’s	single	most	valuable	accomplishment?		
Noah built the most technologically advanced boat the world had ever seen. Noah is well 
known for the ark, but hardly honored in this world as a genius way ahead of his time. 
Oddly enough, his accomplishment in setting a world record for boat building has not put 
him in any hall of fame.  
Peter honors Noah as a preacher of righteousness. That is noteworthy, but not his main 
claim to fame.  
But the one attribute of Noah that placed him in the Hall of Fame was his faith. In this case, 
his faith is marked by his unwavering commitment to complete his task even when strongly 
opposed, even when mocked; even when his message of repentance to a lost and dying 
world was totally and completely fruitless. If there is one emphatic take-away from this 
story it is the faithfulness of Noah under circumstances that cause so many others to give 
up. My concern is not only for those who have never heard the gospel and never even 
begun their spiritual journey with Christ, but for those who have given a start but have quit 
in frustration or discouragement. Many have quit serving God under less strenuous 
circumstances than Noah. Perhaps they were hurt by a church or something the pastor 
said, or something another Christian said or did; or unanswered prayer; or unmet 
expectations; or the burden of the cross was more than they wanted to bear; or the call of 
the wild pulled them away from their commitment; or the strain of trying to live for God 
when surrounded by friends and family who want nothing to do with God caused them to 
quit.  
But Noah’s example of faithfulness under extremely trying circumstances serves as an 
inspiring example to all of us. We can’t quit under discouragement. We can’t quit just 
because God is slower in executing His plan than we expect. We can’t quit because we 
feel ineffective. We can’t quit because we feel all alone in our commitment. We can’t quit 
because the task seems overwhelming. We might doubt, despair and complain, but we 
can’t quit. Faithfulness is more important than perfection. God wants faithfulness.  


