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Genesis 4:17-5:32 
One would not think that the genealogies in the Bible would have much meat on the 
bones – just dry, boring lineage. But that is not the case in reading the lineages of Cain 
and Seth. There are many interesting nuggets tucked away in these verses.  
One of the first things I want to mention is significance of the names. Names in the 
Ancient Near East always had a meaning often times made entire statements about the 
person. Eve did not have a proper name until immediately after the fall, then Adam 
named her. She was named Eve because she was (to become) the mother of all living. 
Adam’s name is the Hebrew word for “man”. We have Cain, Abel, Seth, Enos, Enoch, 
etc. all simple names. But in the lineage we start seeing more complex names showing 
up. The practice evolved in the Ancient Near East to make some reference to God in 
one’s name. Even the heathen made that a practice. The Assyrian king Ashurbanipal 
means “the god Ashur has created an heir.” The name Nebuchadnezzar means “Nabu 
(Mesopotamian god) preserve my firstborn son.” The name Ramses means “Begotten 
by Ra, the Sun god.”  
You will see many Israelite name that starts with Jeho or El, or ends with -ial or –el. 
These are all “theophoric” names because they contain references to God. El – Elohim. 
Jeho – Jehovah. In the lineages we see Methusael, Mehujael, Mahalael. The name 
“Elijah” (El – Elohim; Jah; Jehovah) means “my God is Yahweh”.  
Interestingly, by the third generation, both the lines of Cain and Seth began to give their 
children theophoric names. In Cain’s line we have Mehujael. In Seth’s line we have 
Mahalalel.  
The second noteworthy bit of trivia is the age spans that start showing up. Adam lived 
930 years. Seth, 912. Enos, 905. Methuselah, 969. (Riddle – Who is the oldest man 
who ever lived, but died before his father did?) 
Many have struggled with believing people could actually live to be that old and try to 
make explanations for the numbers. Some suggest the reckoning by lunar years instead 
of solar years, but that only knocks off 5 days per year. Some suggest that the ancient 
culture did not use a base 10 system and the numbers were not equivalent to our 
numbers today. Therefore every hundred years might be equal to our ten. 930 years old 
would only be 93. That would mean Seth begat his son Enos when he was 10 years old. 
Cainan begat Mahalaeel when he was 8. Enoch begat Methuselah when he was 6. That 
doesn’t work.  
What we can reasonably conclude is that the world had not yet been fully impacted by 
the curse of sin and for a short while, people really were able to live longer. It didn’t take 
long as the population grew and sin took its toll that the life spans were dramatically 
reduced.  

I. The	Line	of	Cain	
The two genealogies reveal interesting facts when compared. Both have an Enoch. 
Both have a Lamech. Other names are strikingly similar. Both are linear genealogies, 
following only one descendent to head the next generation until the end of the list, 
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where both break out into segmented genealogies and list three sons, (three branches) 
instead of just one.  
We are fundamentally mistaken if we attempt to summarize Cain’s line as wicked and 
Seth’s line as godly. That is way too broad to be credible. But what we unmistakably do 
see in these two lineages is that Moses emphasizes the wicked things that did come out 
of Cain’s line and the good things that came out of Seth’s line. Keeping in mind that the 
curse of sin had infected everyone, yet we should not ignore the influence of the actions 
of sinful or godly parents on their children. Cain was the one famous for his murderous 
scandal. Even though Seth could not have been sinless, we know of nothing in his life 
that even came close to Cain’s deplorable behavior.  

A. Violence	and	Murder	
One of the highlights of the genealogy of Cain is Lamech the murderer, who breaks out 
in front of both of his wives into what is known as “The Song of the Sword”. “I have slain 
a man to my wounding and a young man to my hurt. If Cain shall be avenged sevenfold, 
truly Lamech seventy and sevenfold.” His wickedness is exceeded only by his ego.  

B. Grace		
Cain’s descendants made major contributions to the development and advancement of 
civilization.  
It is important for us to understand that God’s promise of blessing on all who are in his 
image even flowed to the ungodly line of Cain. Cain, no longer able to farm the land, 
became a city builder.  
Lamech was the father three sons, each of whom developed one of the arts of 
civilization which included animal domestication, the development of musical 
instruments, and metal working. These were powerful and significant developments and 
they all came from shady lineage of Cain. What we learn from the lineage of Cain 
messes with our mind. We like everything to be more logical and orderly. We like for 
good guys to win and bad guys to lose. We expect godliness to bring prosperity and 
success and wickedness to bring loss failure. But it is the sketchy line of Cain – the line 
of two of the most notorious murderers in the world – that invents the arts. Cain is a 
wicked murderer, but becomes a brilliant and innovative city builder. Lamech is another 
calloused murderer, but has these brilliant sons whose inventions literally shape 
civilization for thousands of years.  
In the real world, wicked and godless people sometimes make some of the best 
contributions to our world. The prophet Jeremiah pondered this and once posed this 
puzzling question:  
Why does the way of the wicked prosper? Why do all the treacherous thrive? 
2 You planted them, so they have taken root. They are growing, bearing fruit. 
  You are near in their mouth, yet far from their mind. (Jeremiah 12:1-2) 
In the 73rd chapter, the Psalmist has similar concerns.  
For I envied the arrogant when I saw the prosperity of the wicked. (Psalm 73:1) 
Job addressed this same issue when he was suffering so deeply.  
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Why do the wicked live on, growing old and increasing in power? 
8 They see their children established around them, their offspring before their eyes. 9 Their homes 
are safe and free from fear; the rod of God is not on them. 
10 Their bulls never fail to breed; their cows calve and do not miscarry. 
11 They send forth their children as a flock; their little ones dance about. 
12 They sing to the music of timbrel and lyre; they make merry to the sound of the pipe. 13 They 
spend their years in prosperity and go down to the grave in peace.[a] 
14 Yet they say to God, ‘Leave us alone! We have no desire to know your ways. (Job 21) 

Perhaps you have wondered why you have spent your life trying to serve the Lord and 
honor Him, but yet you have so many trials and difficulties in your life while your 
heathen neighbor or your godless family members seem to have no worries, no 
tragedies, good jobs, nice home; your children were raised in church but they are going 
sin bonkers crazy while your godless friends are watching their children graduate from 
college and get nice careers and a become model citizens.  
We tend to believe it is an injustice that cannot be explained. But I will tell you what it 
really is. It is the grace of God. Grace is not for perfect people. Grace is for those who 
fall short. It is the kind of grace we should never resent because we are all recipients of 
the grace of God. Sometimes we just see it more clearly in others that we do in our own 
lives.  

II. The	Line	of	Seth	
The genealogy of Seth is given without listing one single scandal. The accomplishments 
are of a more spiritual nature.  
At the birth of Seth’s son Enos, it is noted that men began to call on the name of the 
Lord.  
We immediately see the two genealogical streams divurging. Cain becomes a city 
builder, naming his first city after his son Enoch.  
Seth has a son Enos, (note- very similar to Cain’s son), and Seth’s offspring and 
become the pioneers of systematic worship. Cain’s line advances the culture, but Seth’s 
line advances the spiritual man. Seth’s family began to sense that God needed to be 
honored and revered in a more organized and deliberate way.  
The next significant comment on Seth’s lineage is the special note about Enoch.  
Before we get into the account of Enoch, let’s make this interesting observation. 
Concerning the long reaching effect of our sins on future generations, we should find it 
noteworthy that both Lamech and Enoch are the seventh from Adam in Cain and Seth’s 
lines respectively. Yet Cain’s descendent Lamech was a wretched man and Enoch, 
Seth’s descendent was a spectacularly godly man.  

A. Enoch		

1. Enoch	prophesied.		
2. Was	especially	noted	for	walking	with	God	

Jude mentions this.  
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14 Enoch, the seventh from Adam prophesied saying “Behold the Lord comes with ten 
thousands of his saints 15To execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly 
among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard 
speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against him. 

3. Enoch	walked	with	God	in	a	wicked	world	
It is always considered virtuous to walk with God. It is particularly noteworthy to walk 
with God when the majority around you doesn’t.  
I have deep concerns about our youth today. They are growing up in a confusing world 
that has little or no respect for God or godly values. They are growing up in a world that 
is filled with lies and deceit. They are growing up in a world of darkness where the 
prince of darkness has pledged to keep them from ever seeing the light. They are 
growing up in a culture where the majority of their friends and acquaintances and peers 
walk in lock step with the master of deceit, charmed and led along by the Pied Piper of 
Hell.  
But once in a while, I find a young person who refuses to follow the hell-bound crowd, 
but they choose to walk with God. They walk alone. They don’t care what everyone else 
is doing, they have made the decision to walk with God. The world parties and revels, 
but they continue to walk with God. The wild life calls and beckons with promises of fun 
and thrills and popularity, but they choose to walk with God.  
I stand in complete awe of any young person who has the maturity and strength of 
character and discipline to walk with God instead of walking with the world. If you 
choose to walk with God, you may never win any earthly popularity contests, but you 
are God’s hero!  

4. Enoch	was	miraculously	translated	
“He was not.”  We make reasonable assumptions about what that means. We can’t 
think of anything more logical than to assume Enoch was taken to Heaven. Moses says 
“God took him.” But Moses doesn’t say where God took him. The ancients likely had no 
explanation for Enoch’s sudden disappearance.  
God looked down on a world steeped in wickedness, shrouded in darkness. And 
somewhere buried deep in the folds of the dark veil of this world, there was a point of 
light the darkness could not overcome. His name was Enoch. The world danced with 
the devil, but Enoch chose another pathway. He walked with God. And one day, God 
swooped down and picked up Enoch in mid-stride and swept him away.  God is looking 
for someone who will walk with Him! Are there any takers? Is there anyone who is 
willing to truly renounce their membership in this world and walk with God? Anyone 
brave enough? Anyone strong enough? It doesn’t take anything special to follow the 
crowd. But it takes a special kind of character to walk with God. The majority cannot or 
will not do it. Will you?  


