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I. 	Introduction	
A. What	is	the	author’s	purpose	in	writing	Genesis?	

Biographical? Too many gaps in biographical information. 
Moralistic lessons? Too many morally questionable situation for which the author 
gives no moral guidance or conclusion. (Abraham lying about his wife; Jacob 
deceiving his brother and father; etc.) 
History? Chapters 1-11 are worldwide history, but the rest of the book is strictly 
history of Jewish origins. The history of the development of the rest of the world 
is conspicuously ignored from the 12th chapter on. Out of the dispersion at Babel, 
came the empires of China, Greece, Babylon, Phoenicia, Egypt,  and Chaldea 
(where Abraham came from). All of these were well established by the time 
Moses was born, yet Moses did not follow the development of those branches. 
Therefore, we cannot say Moses intended to provide an account of the history of 
the world, because a major part of the world is completely ignored in Genesis.  

B. The	natural	division	of	Genesis	
Most likely, covenantal history. Chapters 1-11 outline the fall of man and how 
earth’s population grew totally unfamiliar with their Creator, resulting in judgment 
and the scattering of humanity throughout the world. Chapters 12-50 outline how 
God planned to once again reveal himself to people and become their God. God 
would reveal himself to a godless man named Abraham and through Abraham all 
the nations of the earth would be blessed.  

C. The	theme	of	Genesis	
When we think of what we learn from Genesis, we think of major characters in 
the book. Adam and Eve; Cain and Abel; Abraham and Sarah; Noah; Jacob and 
his twelve sons who became tribal leaders; Joseph in Egypt. But these are bit 
players in a much greater story in Genesis. Genesis in unquestionably and most 
importantly a book that reveals God to us.  
Consider this powerful passage from Deuteronomy explaining how the Israelites 
were expected to see God in the story of the history.  
32 Ask now about the former days, long before your time, from the day God created 
human beings on the earth; ask from one end of the heavens to the other.Has anything so 
great as this ever happened, or has anything like it ever been heard of? 33 Has any other 
people heard the voice of God[a] speaking out of fire, as you have, and lived? 34 Has any 
god ever tried to take for himself one nation out of another nation, by testings, by 
signs and wonders, by war, by a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, or by great and 
awesome deeds, like all the things the Lordyour God did for you in Egypt before your 
very eyes? 
35 You were shown these things so that you might know that the Lord is God; besides him 
there is no other. 

39 Acknowledge and take to heart this day that the Lord is God in heaven above and on 
the earth below. There is no other.  Deut 4:32-35, 39 
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While we have suggested that the major division in Genesis is in two parts, the 
topical division of Genesis falls into four parts: 
The Creation (1:1-2:3) 
Before the Patriarchs (2:4-11:26) 
The Patriarchs in Palestine (11:217-37:1) 
The Patriarchs in Egypt (37:2-50:26) 
Now it is easier to see how chapters 1-11 form a distinct unit. We will be looking 
at the time before the Patriarchs and how man strayed away from God. This will 
be the part of the covenantal history in Genesis that reveals how the need for a  
covenant developed – the fall and regression of man.  

II. Rediscovering	God	
The entire book of Genesis is about rediscovering God. This series will cover 
only the first eleven verses, the account of how humans lost their understanding 
and honor for God. The rest of the book, the way in which God chose to reveal 
Himself afresh to humanity, will be left for another time. For now, we will 
summarily bridge the context of the entire book to contemporary times. I believe 
we need to rediscover God. He has been lost to man’s understanding and 
awareness. He has been repackaged and redefined so many times, the original 
concept of God is vanishing. We are living in times that in some ways parallel the 
events documented in the first 11 chapters of Genesis, the spiritual declension of 
humanity.  
American needs to rediscover God. We have dismissed him from public life for 
fear of offending those who simply refuse to believe in him. We have learned to 
disregard His fundamental laws for all humanity, and have rewritten them to 
accommodate the whims and fancies of our fallen nature. We have ridiculed His 
timeless word as being antiquated and irrelevant. We have scheduled God out of 
our busy lifestyle. We have convinced ourselves that we are completely self—
sufficient and have no need of any higher authority for our success and well 
being. We have taken God off the throne and replaced Him with philosophies, 
and materialism and famous people we idolize. We need to rediscover God 
because without Him, our vessel is sinking. 
Let’s look at how God is magnified in the account of creation.  

III. The	Creation	Story	
A. God	is	Sovereign	

We have studied the details of the creation endlessly. In fact so much so, that we 
have turned our focus to the details and lost sight of the overarching message. 
We have major disputes concerning the details of creation, as though the author 
was trying to tell us when and how everything was created and we can’t agree on 
how to interpret the story. Young Earth Creationists claim they are taking the 
Bible literally and therefore they date the creation at about 4000 B.C. Bishop 
James Ussher, a 17th century Irish bishop, is renowned for claiming to calculate 
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the precise date of creation as Sunday, October 23rd, 4004 B.C. Using the same 
method of calculating, partly by using chronologies in the Bible, Ussher also 
calculated that Adam and Eve were driven from Paradise on Monday 10 
November 4004 BC, and that the ark touched down on Mt Ararat on 5 May 2348 
BC on a Wednesday. 
The problem with Bishop Ussher’s calculations is the fact that cultural rules for 
genealogies in the Ancient Near East differed from modern day rules. We are 
focused on tracing exact times, and chronological gaps are unacceptable. But in 
that culture, gaps were insignificant, because often times only the most important 
people would be listed, omitting lesser known or insignificant characters.  
Old Earth proponents often propose a gap theory in which there is a gap in time 
between verses 1 and 2 in Genesis, signifying the original perfect creation of the 
world separated by perhaps millions of years from the “re-creation” depicted in 
the remainder of the creation account.  
OEC proponents have also sometimes turned to Theistic Evolution to resolve 
their difficulties in merging science with scripture – embracing the process of 
evolution but acknowledging the Creator as the author and designer of the 
process.  
Then questions and debates abound about whether the days of creation were six 
literal days, or if that was representative of much longer periods of time. These 
and many other issues surrounding the creation provide seemingly endless 
opportunities for debates, discussions, even arguments about creation.  
All the while, the author was never intending to write a science book about the 
specifics of creation. The author was making a statement about God.  
In a day and age when fallen humanity was putting forth some outlandish tales 
about various deities and their own versions of creation, the author of Genesis 
put down the only true account of creation – one in which all of creation is 
attributed to a single all-powerful God.  

B. All	creation	is	dependent	upon	God	
The creation story expresses the prevailing attitude of the ancient Jewish culture, 
and that is that God is in control of all things. He runs the universe, as opposed 
to the more humanistic philosophy that natural laws govern our world.  
There is nothing in the creation story that glorifies natural laws as responsible for 
creation. Although each one produced after its own kind, it is clear that God set 
that in motion. Everything about the creation story points to God as the engineer 
and the source and the cause. That formed the theology of the Jews. Even 
though they recognized the existence of natural laws, they nevertheless believed 
natural laws were only useful insofar as God allowed them to operate. The Jews 
knew and believed that nothing in this world or universe operated independent of 
God. In our culture today, people are sometimes confused as to the difference 
between natural occurrences and miraculous intervention by God. If we pray for 
rain and it rains, was it just circumstantial, or did God direct the rain? If we pray 
for someone to be healed and they get well, did God heal them, or was their 
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recovery explainable by natural causes? But in the Jewish mindset, there were 
no accidents and no coincidences. God was in control over all. Nothing operated 
independent of God. That is what the creation story expresses. All creation is by 
God and under God’s direction. He set the sun in place and commanded the 
planets to orbit the sun. If he commands the sunset to be delayed, it is delayed.  
While pagan accounts of creation and nature define their gods by their 
association with nature (sun god, moon god, thunder god, rain god, harvest god, 
ocean god etc), the creation story pictures God as the Creator of all nature and 
the director of nature.  

C. God,	alone,	is	divine.		
The creation narrative clearly demonstrates God’s divinity, while conspicuously 
refusing to attribute divinity to creation. To the readers contemporary to Moses, 
this would have been a glaringly obvious characteristic of the Biblical creation 
narrative, standing in stark opposition to all other man-made religions that 
believed nature had divine qualities. By contrast, Pagan religions might view 
natural catastrophes as nature taking vengeance on man, as though nature was 
offended, as though nature demanded justice. Pagans worshipped nature as 
divine. There is nothing about the creation that attributes divinity to that which 
was created, only to the Creator.  

IV. Introducing	-	God!	
Until Moses put down this account of God in Genesis, there was no other 
permanent written record tracing Jehovah God back to the creation. Other pagan 
literature had already been written that demanded a response from those who 
knew the true and living God. Most prominent among those other writings were 
the Tale of Adapa, The Atrahasis Epic, the Enuma Elish, and the Gilgamesh 
Epic. Each of these feature highly confusing tales of mythology that offer some 
explanations of the origins of humans on earth.  

A. Tale	of	Adapa	–	Adapa	is	a	human	priest	of	the	mythological	God	Ea.	He	
supposedly	brought	civilizing	skills	to	humanity.	When	summoned	before	
another	God,	Anu,	he	refuses	to	eat	the	food	of	the	gods	and	in	do	doing	
forfeited	his	opportunity	for	immortality.		

B. Atrahasis	Epic	–	The	gods	become	tired	of	their	work,	so	the	create	
humans	to	do	all	the	work	for	them.	The	rapidly	increasing	human	
population	soon	produces	so	much	noise,	the	gods	reduce	the	population	
through	famines,	plagues	and	droughts.	Finally	a	major	flood	is	sent,	but	a	
king	builds	a	boat	and	survives	the	flood.		
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C. Gilgamesh	Epic	–	King	Gilgamesh	searches	for	immortality.	His	quest	leads	
him	to	a	former	mortal	who	had	achieved	immortality.	Utnapishtim	tells	
Gilgamesh	his	own	version	of	the	story	of	the	flood,	and	how	he	built	a	
boat	and	survived,	thus	earning	eternal	life.	Upnapishtim	tells	Gilgamesh	
there	is	a	plant	at	the	bottom	of	the	ocean	that	gives	eternal	life.	
Gilgamesh	finds	the	plant	but	before	he	can	eat	it,	he	is	eaten	by	a	
serpent.		

You can see why Moses was motivated to write Genesis. Someone needed to 
tell the true account of the creation of man. And isn’t it interesting that through 
Moses, God once again chooses a godless man to reveal himself to and through 
whom God can once again be re-introduced to humanity. You see, Abraham 
knew God first hand. He taught Isaac about God, and Isaac taught Jacob. Jacob 
taught his 12 sons, one of which was sold into Egyptian bondage. Joseph knew 
God and introduced God to the Egyptians. But after more than 200 years in 
Egyptian bondage, the Hebrews had fallen into slavery and begun to wonder 
where God was. God was motivated to draw Moses into the backside of the 
desert and introduce himself to him. When Moses became personally convinced 
of God, he then returned to re-introduce God to his fellow Hebrews.  
Moses, who had a personal encounter with God, was fully qualified to write 
Genesis, and permanently memorialize and document the one true living God for 
all generations to know Him.  
I am convinced that is what America needs today. We need to get reacquainted 
with God. We need a divine encounter to learn afresh the holiness and majesty 
of our Creator. We have forgotten Him. We have marginalized Him. As one 
commentator stated, we in American have not necessarily replaced him with 
other gods – our biggest fault is we have made him a mere figurehead, an 
impersonal deity who gave the universe a spin and now just sits back to watch it 
run without any personal interaction. But that is not God. He is very much 
reaching out to us. He desires our closest fellowship. He is calling. We need to 
draw close to Him again – in our nation; in our churches; in our personal lives.  
 
 
 
 


