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Luke’s account of the resurrection contains four sub-stories that make the entire 
narrative.  
Jesus appears to the women at the empty tomb. 
Jesus appears to the two disciples on the road to Emmaus 
Jesus appears to his disciples. 
Jesus ascends into Heaven  
The first three accounts share one major theme: the blindness of people even when 
they are very clearly confronted with the truth. Jesus had clearly taught about his death, 
burial, and resurrection, but not one person believed it or understood it until that saw it. 
It took a revelation through reality to convince everyone of the truth. The first three 
narratives deal with people who believed in the death of Jesus more than they believe in 
the promise of His resurrection, and what it took to convince them of the truth.  

I. The	Fact	of	His	Resurrection	
A. The	Doubters	At	The	Tomb	

On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had 
prepared and went to the tomb. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they 
entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were wondering about this, 
suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them. 5 In their fright the 
women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look 
for the living among the dead? 6 He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, while 
he was still with you in Galilee: 7 ‘The Son of Man must be delivered over to the hands of 
sinners, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.’ ”8 Then they remembered his words. 
Although Luke does not provide names, we know from other accounts that at least three 
women came to the tomb early in the morning in hopes of dressing the body in spices. 
These women, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Joanna, would have 
still been reeling from the shocking death they had just witnessed and this would have 
been an unenviable task undertaken in a very gloomy state of mind. By no means did 
these women expect an empty tomb. They knew what they saw, and their senses told 
them Jesus was dead, and they fully expected to see the lifeless body lying in the tomb.  

1. Jesus	makes	a	personal	appearance.		
Matthew, Mark, and John all three mention the personal appearance of Jesus to Mary 
Magdalene. Luke is the only one who does not mention that fact. But Jesus did indeed 
appear to Mary Magdalene, as he did to the two on the road to Emmaus and the 
disciples at Jerusalem. What Luke focuses on is the special message the angel gave to 
the women. The angel gave them a basic principle that defines Jesus.  

2. A	Fundamental	Truth	
“Why do you look for the living among the dead?”  
The angel could have left that out and just said, “He is not here, He is risen.” That would 
have been a fact, but the angel wanted us to understand the principle undergirding the 
fact. The living Christ will not be found among the dead. Oh sure, we might find him 
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ministering to the spiritually dead because he came to seek and save the lost. We might 
find him in close proximity to the dead, surrounded by the dead, but should never 
expect to find Him as a part of the dead crowd. He stands out from the dead, but He is 
not one of them. He does not identify with them.  
This is a great principle for us to remember. He is not an integral part of dead things. 
Don’t look for Jesus to be an integrated part of this world. This world is full of spiritual 
death. He might be found among them raising the dead, but He has no membership 
there. Do not expect to find Him in dead churches. By dead churches, I don’t mean style 
of worship. Quiet does not mean dead any more than noisy means alive. By dead, I 
mean churches that have departed from the faith once delivered to the saints. I mean 
churches that quit teaching the timeless truths of God’s word and have become social 
justice warriors rather than couriers of the good news. I mean churches that twist 
scripture to fit their own agenda. I mean churches that believe God conforms to culture, 
rather preaching that culture must conform to God. I mean churches that don’t 
understand the difference between inspiration and anointing. Anyone can give an 
inspiring speech, but that doesn’t mean they are anointed. I mean churches that quit 
being holy sanctuaries for the Holy Spirit. Paul said to the carnal Corinthian church,  
 Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in your 
midst? 17 If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy that person; for God’s temple is 
sacred, and you together are that temple. (1 Cor 3) 

B. The	Doubters	On	The	Road	To	Emmaus	
13 Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven 
miles from Jerusalem. 14 They were talking with each other about everything that had 
happened. 15 As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up 
and walked along with them; 16 but they were kept from recognizing him. 

For the women, it took the angel’s subtle rebuke to open their eyes.  
Why do you look for the living among the dead? 6 He is not here; he has risen! Remember how 
he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: 7 ‘The Son of Man must be delivered over to 
the hands of sinners, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.’ ”8 Then they remembered 
his words. Luke 24 

For the two travellers, they walked with Jesus, invited him into their home, sat and ate 
with them and remained clueless. While Jesus walked with them, He even gave them a 
mild rebuke, like the angel did to the women at the tomb:  
25 He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets have 
spoken! 26 Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?” 27 And 
beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the 
Scriptures concerning himself.  
Even this did not penetrate their brain. It wasn’t until Jesus was sitting at their table 
when he took a loaf of bread, blessed it, and broke it, that they suddenly said, “Hey, it’s 
you!” And the very moment they realized this was Jesus, He de-materialized right in 
front of their eyes. Then they began to say, “Didn’t our hearts burn within us while he 
talked with us on the road and opened up scripture?” 

C. The	Doubters	in	Jerusalem	
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The disciples in Jerusalem were far from celebrating the resurrection, but rather were 
emotionally trying to process the violent death of their Master. That vision of His 
lacerated body suspended by nails on that wooden beam; the haunting sound of his 
labored breathing; the sight of his blood streaming down and staining the wooden post 
he was fastened to; the sickening sight of a man beaten so badly he is unrecognizable; 
all these fresh memories played over and over in their minds as they huddled together 
wondering if they had foolishly wasted the last three years of their lives having left their 
jobs and their families to follow this man around who claimed to be the Son of God, and 
now he is gone. What would be become of them? Were they fools for believing He was 
the Son of God? Would the Son of God possibly allow himself to be the victim of a cruel 
crucifixion?  
But like He did for the women at the tomb and the two who travelers, Jesus personally 
appeared to the disciples.  
The two men Jesus met on the road to Emmaus, the two with whom he later sat down 
and dined, these two hurried back to Jerusalem and excitedly told the Eleven the good 
news that Jesus was alive. While they were delivering the message, Jesus appeared 
among them. The Eleven were so frightened, they thought they were seeing a ghost 
because they still could not process the fact Jesus had risen from the dead. Jesus 
offered to let them physically touch him, but they were still not convinced until He asked 
for something to eat.  
These three narratives are not just about the failure of the faith the women at the tomb, 
or the two travelers on the road to Emmaus, or the disciples whose faith had been 
shaken to the core. This is as commentary about all humanity. It is a commentary about 
multitudes today who choose to ignore the historical fact of the resurrection and deny its 
significance for modern man. This is a commentary on the blindness and stubbornness 
of so many people who refuse to receive the simple truth.  

II. The	Message	of	His	Resurrection	
It was while Jesus met with the Eleven there in Jerusalem that He gave them another 
promise. He told them about their next step – they were about to have an encounter 
with the Holy Spirit such as they have never had before.   
45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He told them, “This is 
what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at 
Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things.49 I am going to send you what my Father has 
promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.”  (Luke 24: 
44-49) 

Now, think about this. These Eleven had been trained and equipped to go out as 
evangelists, and empowered  
“to cast out evil spirits and to heal every kind of disease and illness”  (Matthew 10:1) 

Yet Jesus tells them to stay in Jerusalem until they are endued with power. Didn’t the 
already have power? No. They needed the kind of power that would keep them from 
huddling in fear in some secret room. Jesus expected them to take the message of 
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repentance and forgiveness of sins to all the nations and they would need power to be 
able to do that faithfully.  
It takes a different kind of power to preach the message of repentance and forgiveness 
of sins than it does to cast out demons and heal diseases. The latter is the power of 
God doing the work through you. You contribute nothing more than being a conduit for 
God’s miracle working power.  
But the power to preach the message of repentance and forgiveness of sins requires 
something of you. It requires courage and commitment to the truth. It requires 
faithfulness to the truth. It requires that you neither shrink from the task, nor 
compromise the message. In casting out demons and healing the sick, God does all the 
work through you. In sharing the message of repentance and forgiveness, God depends 
on you to be strong enough to be faithful. That is why you need this encounter with the 
Holy Spirit, to give you courage and strength to share the good news with others.  

III. The	Promise	and	Hope	of	His	Resurrection	
50 When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed 
them. 51 While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. (Luke 24:50-51) 

Luke is the only gospel writer that gives an account of the ascension, but he does so 
twice. The more detailed account is in the first chapter of Acts. In fact, the first ten 
verses are kind of summary of the last chapter of Luke, but Luke ends the Acts passage 
with this account of the ascension: 
6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the 
kingdom to Israel?” 
7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own 
authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 
10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed 
in white stood beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into 
the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same 
way you have seen him go into heaven.” 
What’s next? Jesus has risen and ascended and the people are staring into space. The 
angel tells them that the ascension means He is coming back again.  
The message, “He is Risen” is incomplete without the message “He is Coming Again.” 
Without the message of His return, we might as well say “He is risen and gone for 
good.” But He is not gone for good. He is coming back. And that is an important and 
timely message for this sick and twisted world. He didn’t desert us. He didn’t turn this 
world over to wicked men to do with what they desire. This is still His world and He is 
coming back to reclaim it from those who have sought to take it for their own. As sure as 
He is risen, He is returning.  
 
 


