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18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged 
to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant 
through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and 
yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 
20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and 
said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because 
what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you 
are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” 
22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The 
virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel”(which 
means “God with us”).  (Matthew 1) 

I. The	Incarnation	Revealed	God	
Not since God walked with Adam in the Garden had humans had personal 
fellowship with God. The oral tradition of God in the garden made Him a very 
mysterious entity to all future generations. He had become a legendary 
character, much like the mythological gods. They heard about God, but they 
knew very little about Him. He once walked among His creation, but no more. 
Where did He go? Why has He withdrawn? How do we contact Him? What does 
He expect of us?  Gradually, God began once again to reveal Himself to the 
human race. He moved on Noah to build an ark to save his family. He spoke to a 
heathen man and led him to be the father of the Jewish people. He worked his 
will through Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph.  
He worked one-on-one through Pharaoh’s adopted Hebrew son to be come the 
deliverer of Abraham’s descendants out Egyptian bondage.  
Through the centuries He spoke through kings and prophets, calling his people to 
holiness. 
But for 4,000 years, humans knew of God, but really knew very little about God.  
In the absence of empirical evidence, humankind has developed their own 
theories about God. They believed Him to be austere, unapproachable, 
intolerant, demanding, yet all powerful. They feared him, but did not know how to 
love Him.  
The Jews had once been led by Moses, who was led by God. The Jews saw the 
physical manifestations of God in their presence. They saw the pillar of cloud that 
led them by day, and the pillar of fire that guarded them by night. They saw the 
distant mountain that burned and quaked by the presence of God. They knew 
what it was to be led and fed by God. But something very carnal took hold of 
them and they no longer wanted to be governed by God. They wanted to be like 
other nations. They wanted a king. They demanded a king. God gave them Saul, 
which was the beginning of the end of Israel as a nation.  
Thus, the Jews got their kings, and they suffered greatly.  
But it wasn’t sometime after they found out having a king was not the answer to 
their problems (they began to have buyer’s remorse) prophets like Isaiah and 
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Jeremiah and started suggesting another king would one day come, a king in the 
lineage of David – David, the one truly beloved king – a king in the lineage of 
David who would be their true deliverer. Then came a procession of kings after 
David, many whom the Jews hoped and prayed would be their Messiah. The 
kingdom was split and for 500 years, the Jews suffered under inept or wicked 
kings.  
Then came an end to the kings, culminating in king Jehoiakim, who stubbornly 
rejected the messages from the prophet Jeremiah and defiantly and 
ceremoniously burned every prophetic word from the Lord Jeremiah sent to him. 
The throne would pass to his son, who was also wicked. The throne then passed 
to Zedekiah, the final king of Judea and also a wicked king. Zedekiah tried to 
mount a rebellion against Babylonian captivity, but was captured, his eyes 
gouged out, then hauled back to Babylon and tossed in prison for the remainder 
of his life. After Zedekiah, the Jews had no king, but longed for the promised 
king, the messiah. A few years before Jesus was born, Palestine was fully under 
Roman rule and the Roman emperor kindly allowed for a string of Herod’s to 
serve as figurehead kings for the Jews. The Herods were pathetic, powerless, 
kings – nothing like the messiah the Jews hoped for.  
It was into this world that Jesus was born – born among whipped Jews who had 
no country of their own; who lived in submission to Roman authority- whose only 
king was a paper tiger and whose only claim to fame was modernizing 
Zerubbabel’s temple. Into this situation, a king was born.  
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, said he would come from David’s lineage. 
However, Micah said he would come out of Bethlehem.  
And, Zechariah said he would come as a conquering king, but oddly enough, 
riding not on a valiant steed, but on the lowly foal of a donkey.  
They were looking for their promised king, but they could not put all the pieces 
together.  
Then came Jesus into the world – their Messiah.  
Their first objection was that he was not of the lineage of David. They would not 
accept that he could come through Mary, for they believed it had to be 
completely through male lineage. They dismissed Joseph because he did not 
even claim to be the biological father of Jesus.  
Their second problem was that he was purported to be the son of God. They 
were looking for a king, but they were certainly not looking for God incarnate to 
come be their king. Nothing fit their preconceived notions.  
But it was this prophecy from Isaiah that should have settled all questions 
Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and 
bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. (Isaiah 7:14) 



The True Meaning of Christmas 

 3 

Immanuel – God with us. He was not only destined to be their king, He was God 
incarnate. God Himself would be their king. And, they rejected him. He didn’t 
meet their preconceived ideas.  
They fact that people have preconceived notions about God cause them to miss 
God when He appears. Jesus came to dispel our mistaken notions about God. If 
we study Jesus, we will get the picture God wants us to have.  

II. The	Incarnation	Provided	Redemption	
21 And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall save 
his people from their sins. (Matthew 1:18-21) 

We can understand Joseph struggling to understand what has happened to 
Mary. God sent an angel to deliver a personal message to Joseph so he would 
cooperate. This message includes this priceless bit of additional information: “He 
will save his people from their sins.”  
Of all the things this angel could have shared, he chooses this as the single most 
important bit of a information to include in this brief message. The mission of 
Christ in the incarnation was to provide a way of redemption for the lostness of all 
humankind.  
People who are captive know then need to be liberated. People who are sick 
know they need to be healed. People who are poor know they need to be 
blessed. But people who are lost have a hard time understanding they need to be 
saved. It seems 21st century Americans have become content in their lostness, 
happy with their sinfulness. I think we have lost the perspective of eternity. Our 
existence is not only about the duration of our life here on earth. It is about our 
eternal destiny. If you care about what happens after this life, you should care 
that Jesus took upon himself human form to save us from our sins. Do you care?  

III. The	Incarnation	Began	the	Process	of	Establishing	God’s	
Kingdom		

Jesus has already established God’s kingdom here. This is not just a futuristic 
hope. The kingdom is in a suspended state that we call, “already, but not yet.” In 
other words, the process has begun. The workers are already laboring in the 
kingdom. We work to bring people into the kingdom. But it is not in complete 
operation as it will be for the King has yet to move his headquarters here. We are 
preparing for His arrival. He has come the first time, and has gone away for a 
short while, but will return again and we are to be faithful in the time of his 
temporary absence. He will return and demand an accounting for what was done 
in his absence. We must be faithful.  
The gospel message is quite simply the proclamation of the Kingdom, and 
subsequent call for repentance.  
John the Baptist understood that and his message was,  
'The time is fulfilled and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent, and believe in the 
Gospel' (Mark 1:15) 
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When Jesus began his public ministry, his message was,  
“Repent, for the kingdom of Heaven is near.” (Matthew 4:17) 
Our proclamation of the Kingdom is that the future reign of Jesus is already in 
effect here and now. Our proclamation of the kingdom is that Jesus Christ is 
Lord! Not someday will be, but is today.  
So our message is not that Jesus Christ will be Lord. Our message is Jesus 
Christ IS Lord!  
During the Christmas season, one of the most notable songs in all of history is 
the Hallelujah Chorus from Handel’s Messiah. A predictable feature of this in our 
culture is when the Hallelujah Chorus begins, people arise to their feet. 
Traditional folklore suggest that at the premiere performance of Handel’s 
Messiah in London in 1743, King George II was so moved by the chorus, he 
stood. And, when the king stood, everyone stood.  
I have witnessed this phenomenon countless times in my lifetime. I don’t think 
Americans care one whit what King George II did 276 years ago. But I do know 
when they choir begins to sing “King of Kings, Hallelujah! Hallelujah” and “Lord of 
Lords, Hallelujah! Hallelujah”, and everyone rises to their feet, I can’t help but feel 
it is the most appropriate thing anyone can do when declaring Jesus Christ King 
of all kings and Lord of all lords.  
He is not some aspiring candidate running for office and hoping for your vote.  
HE IS THE KING! He doesn’t need your political support. HE IS THE KING! He 
reigns forever and ever!  
 
 
 


