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The logical connection between the subject matter of chapter five and this chapter is 
the issue of judgment. In chapter five, Paul addresses the church for failing to judge 
the internal matter of sexual immorality within the church. At the end of that segment, 
Paul even makes the clear and bold statement that, while the church is not expected 
to judge the world, they are most certainly expected to exercise judgment within. This 
flows seamlessly into the 6th chapter where now Paul addresses another problem  – 
failure to settle disagreements among believers within the church.  

I. Keep	It	In	The	Family!	
A. Paul’s	tone	of	righteous	indignation	

When reading this passage, it is easy to sense Paul’s indignation against the church 
for their fundamental failure in settling disputes in a godly manner.  
Notice how the translators pick up on Paul’s indignant attitude and express it with 
appropriate punctuation.  First, in verses 1-11, there are ten questions. The questions 
are rapid fire with a very prominent accusatory tone. We would have a similar situation 
in our culture today if someone were to pummel a wrong-doer with questions: “Are you 
crazy? What were you thinking? Do you realize how much trouble you are in? How 
could you possibly do this? What happened to common sense? Do you have any 
reasonable explanation? Did you really think you would get away with this?” 
We get the same feeling when Paul reels off his litany of questions against the 
Corinthians.  
Secondly, in the first nine verses every sentence that is not a question is punctuated 
with an exclamation point. Paul is noticeably agitated. It isn’t until after the 9th verse 
where Paul says, “Do not be deceived!” that it seems that Paul throttles down his tone 
and uses a period to punctuate the list of wrong-doers that will not inherit the Kingdom 
of God. We will deal with this list a little later. Right now we just want to let Paul’s 
righteous indignation sink in a little.  
With that in mind, let’s read the passage and pay attention to the way in which Paul, in 
his incensed state, shames these people for their inexcusable behavior.  
When any of you has a legal dispute with another, does he dare go to court before the 
unrighteous rather than before the saints? 2 Or do you not know that the saints will judge the 
world? And if the world is to be judged by you, are you not competent to settle trivial suits? 
3 Do you not know that we will judge angels? Why not ordinary matters! 4 So if you have 
ordinary lawsuits, do you appoint as judges those who have no standing in the church? 5 I say 
this to your shame! Is there no one among you wise enough to settle disputes between fellow 
Christians? 6 Instead, does a Christian sue a Christian, and do this before unbelievers? 7 The 
fact that you have lawsuits among yourselves demonstrates that you have already been 
defeated. Why not rather be wronged? Why not rather be cheated? 8 But you yourselves wrong 
and cheat, and you do this to your brothers and sisters! 

9 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 
deceived! 

B. Three	Arguments	Against	Their	Failure	
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1. The	first	argument	is	simply,	“How	dare	you?”	
The first argument Paul uses is simply to appeal to the logical and obvious standard of 
Christian behavior. The principles Jesus laid out for us are so simple and so obvious, 
there is simply no excuse for failure. We are to love God and love our neighbor. That 
establishes our relationship with the world. Within the fellowship of believers, we are to 
demonstrate our commitment to Christ by showing our love one for another. “By this 
they will know you are my disciples, that you love one another.” 
Let’s give this scenario a modern perspective. We are all aware of cases of family 
members suing one another. Siblings sue one another in estate settlement disputes. 
Husbands and wives sue one another in what we commonly call divorce. But it gets 
worse. There are more and more cases of children suing their parents.  
In New Jersey, a daughter sued her parents to force them to pay her college tuition. 
The courts ruled in the daughter’s favor because the parents were divorced. Evidently 
married parents are not obligated to pay for their child’s college, but divorced parents 
are. Regardless of the confusing laws of the state, the sad part is how this has 
destroyed the family relationship. The father says he doesn’t even get to see his 
daughter except when they were in court fighting each other over the lawsuit.  
And, it is easy to see why Paul was so exasperated. Even as we are shocked that 
close family members would sue one another, we should be equally shocked brothers 
and sisters in the faith would take each other to court over their disagreements. Paul 
was horrified by their behavior. These people refused to judge the adulterer in their 
church, a man whose behavior proves he cannot even be considered a brother in 
Christ, yet they have disputes with other true believers and have the audacity to sue 
them in a court of law. The irony is not only glaring, but shameful and reveals their 
hypocrisy. Their behavior is totally unbefitting of those who would call themselves 
Christians.  
Our Christian faith should be so clear to us that we can very simply and easily say, 
“We are Christians. We don’t do this.”  

2. The	second	argument	Paul	uses	is	“Everyone	loses.”		
7 The fact that you have lawsuits among yourselves demonstrates that you have already been 
defeated. Why not rather be wronged? Why not rather be cheated? 

Paul wisely observes that when two believers rely on the world’s court system to 
resolve their personal conflicts, it doesn’t matter how the court decides, both are 
ultimately losers. They are losers because their relationship will never heal. They are 
both losers because they paraded personal, private disputes between two believers 
out in front of the world and showed everyone they do not have the love and wisdom 
and compassion to settle matters lovingly among themselves. They have made the 
church and Christianity the laughingstock of the world. They have harmed themselves, 
they have harmed their relationship, they have harmed the reputation of the church, 
they have harmed the mission of the Kingdom. There are no winners in such a case.  

3. The	third	argument	is,	“Why	should	ungodly	people	serve	as	arbiters	for	
disputes	between	godly	people?”		
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One logical argument Paul uses against the Corinthian church is to ask them, “When 
you have disputes, do you as for a ruling from whose way of life is scorned in the 
church?” The point being, of course they don’t look to those people for advice. So, why 
do they go outside the church to those who have no particular standing in the church 
and ask them to help settle their personal disputes? Either way, they are looking to 
people who have no spiritual credentials. Paul has effectively trapped them.  
Then, Paul issues the ultimate slap down:  
“Is there no one among you wise enough to settle disputes between fellow Christians?” 
This is especially piercing considering that the Corinthians prided themselves in their 
wisdom. Paul even referred to their arrogant self-assessment when he sarcastically 
said, “We are fools for Christ, but you are so wise!”  
So, where is all the wisdom now? Why is it you can’t find one person wise enough to 
help you settle your disputes? God’s foolishness is immeasurably superior to the 
world’s wisdom, and you think you are going to benefit from letting the world settle 
disputes for you? You, who will be used of God to judge angels? You defer to the 
judgment of ungodly people in this pagan world?  
It is better to allow yourself to be wronged by a brother or sister than to take 
your personal disagreements between brothers and sisters in Christ out of the 
church and submit to the judgment of ungodly people.  
This is one of those hard sayings. Some things requirements of Christianity are not 
overly difficult. Love people and try to get along. However, some things really go 
against our grain. Even though the resolution to the dispute is kept within the church, 
there is still a possibility the settlement won’t be fair, but this is where we begin to 
understand the point Paul is trying make. We are expected to be mature enough to be 
able to settle matters with another brother or sister without expecting everything to be 
perfectly fair. The stronger may have to bear the greater burden. Here is the million 
dollar question. Which of you will consider themselves the more spiritually mature? 
Which of you are saying, “But that isn’t fair and I would never strike such a 
compromise.” Or, which of you understands the importance of getting along in the 
family and knowing once in a while you will get the short end of the deal? This kind of 
a situation really will separate the adults from the adolescents.  

II. You	Are	Expected	To	Know	Better	
9 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 
deceived! The sexually immoral, idolaters, adulterers, passive homosexual partners, practicing 
homosexuals, 10 thieves, the greedy, drunkards, the verbally abusive, and swindlers will not 
inherit the kingdom of God. 11 Some of you once lived this way. But you were washed, you 
were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our 
God. 

A. You	are	heirs	of	the	Kingdom;	act	like	it	
The final appeal Paul makes to the Corinthians on the matter of settling personal 
disputes among believers is to remind them how they are supposed to act differently 
from worldly, unregenerate people. He begins with the broad statement that 
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unrighteous people will not inherit the Kingdom, then he lists a few examples of 
unrighteous people. This list duplicates the six sins Paul listed in the 5th chapter 
(sexually immoral, or greedy, or an idolater, or verbally abusive, or a drunkard, or a 
swindler) and then adds four more to that list – thieves, adulterers, passive 
homosexual partners, practicing homosexuals.  
One thing this list does for us is gives us a clear Biblical perspective of the sin of 
homosexuality, which everyone understands has been aggressively challenged in our 
culture today. Simply put, there are no Biblical grounds for reclassifying any of these 
ten sins as innocent alternative choices. Those who practice such things will not inherit 
the Kingdom of God. The only work around is to deny the Bible in some fashion, 
(either as irrelevant, or as not meaning what is clearly says.)  

B. Remember	where	you	came	from	and	don’t	go	back	
The second significant thing about this list is Paul draws from the past lives of the 
congregants in the church at Corinth. This list is effectively a testimony of the 
transformative power of Christ through salvation.  
Some of you lived this way! (And such were some of you. KJV) 
This congregation was a collection of redeemed and transformed degenerates. Among 
them were people who in their former life before Christ were drunks, thieves, 
swindlers; there were people there who never had any moral boundaries and slept 
around with anyone and everyone they could. There were people there who had 
grown up in a household knowing nothing else by bowing down before idols of stone 
and wood. There were people who had been delivered from the spirit of 
homosexuality. There were men who had been known to parade around town primping 
and preening like women, having completely lost their biological sexual identity. There 
were people who were brash, loud-mouthed bullies with violent tempers. There were 
people who worshipped gold and silver and riches and would do anything to get more 
money and have more things. They were the people in Paul’s list. But you know what 
happened to those thieves and prostitutes and drunkards and filthy-mouthed fools and 
homosexuals? They were washed; they were sanctified; they were justified in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.  
Because Jesus came to do more than forgive us. He came to deliver us. He came to 
restore us to God’s original pattern and plan for us. He came to make us anew. He 
came to transform us, to heal us, to set us free from the bondages of Hell. He came to 
give us the power to become the sons and daughters of God, never again to be 
named among the vile and degenerate, but to be named among the redeemed. Let the 
redeemed of the Lord say so! 
And Paul says, “That is what you used to be. But redeemed people don’t act like that 
anymore. Settle your differences like true Christians. Quit acting like you did when you 
were lost in sin. You are redeemed children of God. Act like it! 
 


