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One should think about us this way—as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. 
2 Now what is sought in stewards is that one be found faithful. 3 So for me, it is a minor matter 
that I am judged by you or by any human court. In fact, I do not even judge myself. 4 For I am not 
aware of anything against myself, but I am not acquitted because of this. The one who judges me 
is the Lord. 5 So then, do not judge anything before the time. Wait until the Lord comes. He will 
bring to light the hidden things of darkness and reveal the motives of hearts. Then each will 
receive recognition from God. 

I. The	Faithful	Steward	
A. The	application	to	Paul	

A steward is a manager or overseer of a household, a business, finances, etc. The 
general truth is that those who would hire and entrust another to oversee their affairs 
would expect and demand faithfulness of the steward.  
Paul uses this truth to express God’s expectations of him as a steward of the mysteries of 
God (the mystery specifically referring to the message of the cross.) Not only is this about 
what God expects of Paul and others who are entrusted with precious truths, but this is 
also about Paul humbly accepting the responsibility of a steward, and recognizing the 
seriousness of the responsibility of being a faithful steward.  

B. The	application	to	the	church	
In a sense, we are all stewards of the precious things God has entrusted to us.  

1. We	are	stewards	of	the	giftings	and	talents	and	life	God	has	given	us.		
2. As	parents,	we	are	stewards	of	the	children	we	have	been	blessed	with.		
3. You	are	stewards	of	the	church	you	have	chosen	to	attach	yourself	to.		
4. You	are	stewards	of	the	Kingdom	vineyard.		

That is one of the most popular illustrations Jesus used in his earthly ministry, typifying 
how God has entrusted the advancement of the kingdom to his children, how they must 
tend faithfully to the business of the vineyard so the master is pleased.  

5. You	are	stewards	of	the	truths	of	God’s	word.		
The congregation at Corinth had a moral responsibility to guard the truth of the message 
of the Cross. They were required to be faithful stewards of at least the basic foundational 
truths of Christianity even if they weren’t scholars.  
We bear a moral responsibility as well to be faithful stewards of the truths of Scripture. 
Foundational truths are severely under attack in this day and age, and we have a 
responsibility to guard the treasures of God faithfully.  
Here are a few fundamental truths under attack – The reliability of the Bible; The 
historical reality of Jesus; the resurrection; absolute truth; objective truth about what 
constitutes sin; the Second Coming and end times.   
Even Peter spoke about the skeptics in the last days: 
Above all, understand this: In the last days blatant scoffers will come, being propelled by their 
own evil urges and saying, “Where is his promised return? For ever since our ancestors died, all 
things have continued as they were from the beginning of creation.” 
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This generation in America is quickly moving away from their trust in the Bible, but we 
cannot sit idly by and allow the skeptics to trash God’s word. If we are going to be faithful 
stewards, we have to take a stand even if it is an unpopular stand.  

II. God’s	Opinion	Is	The	Only	One	That	Matters	
 3 So for me, it is a minor matter that I am judged by you or by any human court. In fact, I do not 
even judge myself. 

A. The	context	–Paul	defends	his	work	
In the previous chapter, Paul used an illustration of the God using fire to determine what 
is truly enduring works. The interesting truth is that only God can reveal the true quality 
and integrity of our work here on earth.  
Paul returns to that same line of thinking and suggests in this passage that only the 
owner of the household can truly judge the faithfulness of the steward of the household.  
The context of this passage is this – Paul is defending his appointment as a steward in 
God’s household. He is furthermore stating his commitment to be a faithful steward of 
what God has entrusted to him, but that faithfulness and effectiveness will only be judged 
by God, not by the congregation at Corinth. The fact is, it does not matter to Paul what 
the Corinthians may think of him. Their opinion is meaningless to him. Paul’s only 
concern is what God thinks of him and the job he is doing.  
Even though Paul made the case that we can’t know our reward until “that day”, faithful 
stewardship is different. You can know as a steward if your master is pleased. The only 
people who can’t know that are “others” who are making an assessment about you. They 
are the ones who may have to wait until the Lord comes to understand who God 
approved as stewards.   

B. The	application			

1. Ignore	what	others	think	of	you			
There is an application of this for us, and in that sense, this verse has been described as 
“one of the most liberating statements of Paul.”  
If we are going to live for God and serve him and work for the kingdom, we cannot be 
discouraged by the negative opinions of others. This is not just for pastors. This is for 
every layperson who labors in God’s vineyard.  
That is great news for all of us. It is too easy to be manipulated, influenced, and shaped 
by the opinions of those around us. It doesn’t matter what others think. Why do we let 
their opinion have so much power and influence over us? Why do we allow hurtful words 
to destroy us? Why do we care that much about what others think about us? But we do, 
don’t we?  
There destructive opinions of others take two forms – Flattery and Criticism. Both can be 
fatal.  
Discouraging criticisms from the outside come first from our spiritual enemy, Satan. He is 
a slanderer. He devotes himself tirelessly to getting us to quit in despair. He tells us we 
are unworthy. He tells us we are ineffective. He tells us we are failures. He tells us we are 
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not as good as others. He tells us we are unimportant. He tells us we are following a lie. 
He tells us we are wasting our time.  
When Nehemiah headed up the project to get a crew together and rebuild the wall in 
Jerusalem, Sanballat, Tobiah, and Gesham mocked and ridiculed them for even trying.  
“What are these weak Jews doing? Do they think we will leave them alone? Do they think they 
will offer sacrifices? Maybe they think they can finish building in only one day. They cannot bring 
stones back to life from these piles of trash and dirt. These are just piles of ashes and dirt!” 
3 Tobiah the Ammonite was with Sanballat. Tobiah said, “What do these Jews think they are 
building? If even a small fox climbed up on it, he would break down their wall of stones!” 
4 Nehemiah prayed and said, “Our God, listen to our prayer. These men hate us. Sanballat and 
Tobiah are insulting us. Make bad things happen to them. Make them ashamed, like people taken 
away as prisoners. 5 Don’t take away their guilt or forgive the sins they have done in your sight. 
They have insulted and discouraged the builders.” 
This story serves as a good example of how we sometimes have to labor against the 
most vicious attacks from without. Who cares what others think. You have to be focused. 
You have to be secure in knowing what you are doing is the right thing. You have to filter 
out the criticisms and just keep going, whether the opposition comes from satan working 
on your mind, or whether it comes from your own family and friends. You have to have 
unshakable resolve.  

2. Ignore	what	you	think	of	you	
Similarly, it is too easy to be influenced by our own opinion of ourselves. When Paul said, 
“I don’t even judge myself”, he was alluding to the inability of humans to fairly and 
accurately assess themselves. We have the same two dangers as in the previous point – 
flattery and criticism.  
In some cases, people see themselves as much better than they really are. They are 
blind to their own faults and shortcomings. They have an inflated opinion of themselves. 
They have a biased view of themselves. Paul admitted that.  
I do not even judge myself. 4 My conscience is clear, but that does not make me innocent.  (NIV) 

In other cases, people are their own harshest critics and they don’t give themselves a 
break. I am a harsh critic of myself. I don’t enjoy working for myself because I am a hard 
taskmaster. I am never good enough to meet my own expectations of myself. But the 
downside of self-criticism is we fail to acknowledge anything good.  

III. Living	Within	The	Boundaries	
So, Paul says, “Don’t go beyond what is written” (stay within the bounds of scriptural 
teachings). 
What does it mean to live within the boundaries of scriptural teaching? 

A. Problems	arise	when	we	step	out	of	bounds	
Paul essentially tells the Corinthian church, “You wouldn’t be having the problems you 
are having now if you were staying within the bounds of godliness and righteousness set 
forth by God.  
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Specifically, one of the problems that developed was their division and strife. In selecting 
their favorite leader and polarizing around that leader, they were trafficking in pride and 
arrogance and presumption. One thing for certain we can glean from the failure of the 
congregation at Corinth is that we cannot place so much confidence in mere mortals. 
People fail. We can give them our support, but we can’t idolize them, which is basically 
what these people in the Corinthian church were doing. And Paul’s illustration about 
being a steward and being only judged by God emphasizes again the point that we, as 
mere mortals, are too limited in our understanding to make firm judgments about how one 
person is spiritually superior to another. If they had been living within the boundaries of 
godliness and righteousness, they would have been much more humble and much more 
aware of the possibility they might be wrong. But no one was conceding in their opinions 
and their arguments became more heated and more divisive.  
Don’t make firm judgments about things you could very well be wrong about. Only when 
the Lord returns will we have full understanding.  
That doesn’t mean we are not expected to use good judgment in every day life. We are 
encouraged to use wisdom and discernment. But the warning is against being so sure of 
our own sense of judgment that we fail to remember how easy it is for us to fail. We must 
proceed in humility when we make any decision. Be careful not to be so sure of yourself 
that you end up embarrassing yourself when you are found out to be wrong.  

IV. Paul’s	Sarcasm	
The rest of the chapter can be summed up as a sarcastic rant to shake them up. Paul 
states three questions to serve as a sort of thesis for this last section. Who? What? Why? 
Who says you are superior to everyone else? 
What do you have that wasn’t given to you? 
Why do you boast as though you gained these things on your own?  
Then Paul sarcastically says “You have everything you want. You are rich! You are 
practically royalty! Even the apostles never had it as good as you have it! No, we poor 
apostles, we are treated like prisoners paraded through the streets by the enemy like 
captive trophies. We are the laughingstock of the world. We are ridiculed as total fools by 
the world, but you-YOU are so wise! We are weak, but you are so strong! You are 
honored, but we are dishonored. We poor apostles, we are starved, and beaten and 
wearing rags and left homeless! We are considered the scum of the earth, the garbage of 
the world! But look at you! You are rich and blessed and prosperous! Hmmm. I wonder 
what we apostles are doing wrong that we aren’t blessed like you? 
First, you should view yourselves in humility, not superiority. 
Second, remember all blessings come from God. 
Third, boasting of our own self-sufficiency robs God of his rightful glory.  
Paul says, “I don’t write these things to shame you” (but they should be ashamed). “I 
write these things to warn you. Even if you had ten thousand guardians in Christ, you 
only have one who can be considered your earthly, spiritual father. ME!  
Therefore, imitate me! Listen to me! I have more interest in your spiritual well being than 
any other teacher or preacher or leader in your church! 


