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5 What is Apollos, really? Or what is Paul? Servants through whom you came to believe, and 
each of us in the ministry the Lord gave us. 6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God caused it to 
grow. 7 So neither the one who plants counts for anything, nor the one who waters, but God who 
causes the growth. 8 The one who plants and the one who waters work as one, but each will 
receive his reward according to his work. 9 We are coworkers belonging to God. You are God’s 
field, God’s building. 10 According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master-builder 
I laid a foundation, but someone else builds on it. And each one must be careful how he builds. 
11 For no one can lay any foundation other than what is being laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 If 
anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, or straw, 13 each 
builder’s work will be plainly seen, for the Day will make it clear, because it will be revealed by 
fire. And the fire will test what kind of work each has done. 14 If what someone has built 
survives, he will receive a reward. 15 If someone’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss. He 
himself will be saved, but only as through fire. 

I. Three	Metaphors	
Paul moves quickly through three different metaphors to describe the workers and the 
project. The church is always the project. The workers are always those who partner 
together with God. In this case, Paul uses Apollos and himself as examples.  
Paul first uses an agricultural metaphor.  
Next, Paul incorporates and architectural metaphor. 
Third, Paul narrows the architectural metaphor down and specifically identifies the 
church as God’s temple.  

A. The	Field	–	Cooperation		
First, let’s talk about the laborers found in the metaphors 

1. You	are	never	alone	in	your	work.		
Paul says the laborers are co-laborers with God. We may feel we labor alone, but we 
always have God by our side. Our aloneness most often comes from lack of help from 
people, and that can be frustrating. But we must have the discipline to remember we are 
never alone. We are always working side by side with God.  

2. You	can’t	do	it	all	by	yourself	
Each laborer has a limited, specific task. It takes the combined efforts of all to complete 
the task. We need each other.  
Even in switching to the building metaphor, Paul reiterates the need for all to cooperate 
toward one goal. As Paul stated that one sows and one waters, he now says that one 
set the foundation, and others built on that foundation.  

3. Never	forget	this	one	powerful	truth	–	God	Gives	The	Increase!	
The farmer would understand Paul’s subtle implication. A good farmer must use all his 
skills and understanding in his work if he has any hope of success. He must understand 
the timing of planting, weed control, proper timing harvest, soil preparation including 
fertilization, etc. However, even with his best efforts, the farmer is at the mercy of the 
forces of nature. If there is not the proper balance of rain, temperatures and sunshine, 
or if the season is not long enough, all the expertise of the farmer will be meaningless, 
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because the success of the crop is ultimately dependent on things beyond his control. 
Only God can possibly make those adjustments. In the end, it is up to God and how he 
runs his universe.  
Make that application to the church. One sows, one waters, but there are circumstances 
beyond human control that impact the growth of the church, or the expansion of the 
kingdom. Ultimately, God is truly the only one who gives the increase. We will talk more 
about this when we get to part about rewards.  

B. The	Building	-	Craftsmanship	

1. Paul	designates	himself	as	the	foundation	man.		Everyone	else	is	building	on	
the	foundation	he	set.		

Paul fully understood Christ was the foundation of the church, but Paul was the one 
that first introduced Christ. In so doing, he set the foundation for the Corinthian 
church. The others who would come along to disciple would build on that foundation.  

2. There	are	two	ways	to	build	on	the	foundation	typified,	metaphorically,	by	
a) Gold,	silver,	and	precious	stones	–	quality	workmanship	
b) Wood,	hay,	stubble	–	shoddy	workmanship	

God ensures the Church will survive the flood, the fire, the storm, and everything else 
that comes against it. But there have been seasons and eras and when the Church 
languished. It was because the workmanship grew sloppy, and that careless product 
was passed to another generation. While careless men and women cannot destroy the 
church through their incompetence and neglect, it is clear they will discover on that 
“Day” that their labor was wasted. They will “suffer loss”, even though they will ultimately 
be saved. One may question why it matters if they are ultimately saved, but the 
language Paul uses indicates that is something we should deeply care about. It matters.  

C. The	Temple	–	Respect	
16 Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit lives in you? 17 If someone 
destroys God’s temple, God will destroy him. For God’s temple is holy, which is what you are. 
This is the metaphor that is so commonly and mistakenly applied to the physical body of 
each person. But that is totally out of context. Paul does use the metaphor of the temple 
for the physical body in the 6th chapter, but that is not the case here. The church is the 
field; the church is the building; and the church is, specifically, the temple of God.   
Paul is not talking about individuals and their physical body. He is talking about the 
church. Anyone who wrecks the church will be destroyed by God.  
The reason is because our calling and purpose is to be “builders”, not destroyers.  
The obvious question Paul could be asking the people in the church in Corinth is this: 
“How can you possibly believe that what you are doing is strengthening the church and 
building the Kingdom?”  
They weren’t building, they were destroying. The warning is grave. The temple belongs 
to God. It is his property. It is the dwelling place of the Holy Spirit. No man has any 
business wrecking God’s temple. It is holy! 

II. The	Reward	System		
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10 According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master-builder I laid a foundation, 
but someone else builds on it. And each one must be careful how he builds. 11 For no one can 
lay any foundation other than what is being laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 If anyone builds on the 
foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, or straw, 13 each builder’s work will be 
plainly seen, for the Day will make it clear, because it will be revealed by fire. And the fire will 
test what kind of work each has done. 14 If what someone has built survives, he will receive a 
reward. 15 If someone’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss. He himself will be saved, but 
only as through fire. 

A. The	reward	is	based	on	quality	of	work,	not	results.		
This is so different from how things work in this life. In fact, we are based so heavily on 
results that one can lose their job if the employer sees no evidence of productivity or 
measurable progress.  

B. Not	all	work	is	equally	rewarded	
That is because not all work is equal in quality. Some works are essentially worthless in 
eternal and spiritual value.  

C. Your	reward	is	given	after	your	work	is	done.		
That is the tough one. Even psychological tests have proven that most people do better 
work when they are regularly and frequently rewarded. That weekly paycheck seems to 
be the sweet spot in our culture. Some people get paid less often than that, like 
biweekly or monthly, but usually not by their choice. Most prefer a more frequent 
arrangement.  
It is not to say that no one can discipline themselves to work hard and faithfully when 
the pay is infrequent. Contractors understand that. They can draw on their contract, but 
the goal is to finish early, then at the end of the project they get the big pay off. But very 
few contractors can convince their employees to wait until the end to get paid. Lower 
level employees want to be paid frequently and regularly. They aren’t the ones taking 
the risk and they aren’t the ones who stand to reap the bigger rewards. But the 
contractor knows that the big payoff is at the end.  
We don’t get regular paychecks from God. Our reward is at the end of our life. That 
seems like a long time to wait to reap what we have sown. But the spiritually mature 
understand this world is not our home. This is not our final resting place. We are on a 
journey. We are in a life-long race. We have to cross the finish line to receive the crown.  

D. Only	God	truly	knows	the	quality	of	our	work.		
Paul makes another reference to the subject of our eternal rewards in his second letter 
to the Corinthian congregation: 
10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be paid back 
according to what he has done while in the body, whether good or evil. (2 Cor 5:10) 

Even though we don’t understand everything about this mysterious future rewards 
ceremony, we do understand one fundamental truth – good works will be rewarded.  

E. We	will	all	be	judged	
The language Paul uses here refers to workers in the field and builders of the building. It 
is tempting to think only of people in ministry or church leadership. But the fact is we are 
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all, in some capacity, doing work that impacts the Kingdom either positively or 
negatively. We all contribute to the life or death of the church. We will all be judged 
when we stand before God for the quality of our contribution to God’s Kingdom work.  

III. “I	Said	All	That	To	Say	This”	
18 Guard against self-deception, each of you. If someone among you thinks he is wise in this 
age, let him become foolish so that he can become wise. 19 For the wisdom of this age is 
foolishness with God. As it is written, “He catches the wise in their craftiness.” 20 And again, 
“The Lord knows that the thoughts of the wise are futile.” 21 So then, no more boasting about 
mere mortals! For everything belongs to you, 22 whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world 
or life or death or the present or the future. Everything belongs to you, 23 and you belong to 
Christ, and Christ belongs to God. 

Paul	draws	the	following	summary	conclusions	
A. You	are	victims	of	self-deception	

Foolish people who believe themselves to be wise are self-deceived in the worst way. It 
is as though Paul is saying, “Can you really believe splitting the church over personal 
preferences pleases God? Do you really think bickering and arguing about your favorite 
preacher or teacher makes you look wise, or gives you moral superiority? Can you not 
see that the division you are creating is exactly opposite of the unity Christ prayed for 
his followers to possess?  
“So, then, no more boasting about mere mortals!”  
We paraphrase that into modern English. “STOP IT!”  
I am pleased to again reiterate this truth: We don’t have division and strife here at 
Westside. We have spent the past ten years cultivating a culture of unity within our 
church. We have worked hard to develop a keen sense of anything that smacks of 
discord and a rapid response stop it before it gets started. I can’t stop seeds of discord 
from being sown. That can only happen at the grass roots level. We have peace and 
unity in this church because of you; because you hate disunity more than you hate 
confronting it; because you love walking into your church every week without knots in 
your stomach and nerves on edge; because you know a church in peace and unity is a 
place where God loves to be. It is a place where the Holy Spirit dwells. My message is 
“STOP IT”, as though it is happening, but “STOP IT” before it gets started.   

B. There	is	no	caste	system	in	Christ	
Twice Paul says, “Everything belongs to you.” Nobody has a special spiritual gift or 
blessing that is not available to all. We are equals. What is there to quarrel about? 
Everything we have belongs to all of us. We all belong to Christ. You don’t belong to 
Paul. You don’t belong to Apollos. You don’t belong to Cephas. You belong to Christ, 
and Christ belongs to God. When we lose the concept of being a family, we are finished 
as a church. Keep the unity of the faith! 


