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1 Cor 2:6-16 
6 Now we do speak wisdom among the mature, but not a wisdom of this age or of the 
rulers of this age, who are perishing. 

7 Instead we speak the wisdom of God, hidden in a mystery, that God determined before 
the ages for our glory. 8 None of the rulers of this age understood it. If they had known it, 
they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 But just as it is written, “Things that no 
eye has seen, or ear heard, or mind imagined, are the things God has prepared for those 
who love him.” 10 God has revealed these to us by the Spirit. For the Spirit searches all 
things, even the deep things of God. 11 For who among men knows the things of a man 
except the man’s spirit within him? So too, no one knows the things of God except the 
Spirit of God. 12 Now we have not received the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is 
from God, so that we may know the things that are freely given to us by God. 13 And we 
speak about these things, not with words taught us by human wisdom, but with those 
taught by the Spirit, explaining spiritual things to spiritual people. 14 The unbeliever does 
not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him. And he cannot 
understand them, because they are spiritually discerned. 15 The one who is spiritual 
discerns all things, yet he himself is understood by no one. 16 For who has known the 
mind of the Lord, so as to advise him? But we have the mind of Christ. 
In this passage, Paul introduces the issue of maturity and contrasts the spiritually 
mature people with the unbeliever in the world. He is setting up the application to 
the congregation at Corinth which he will make in the third chapter.  

I. A	Maturity	Problem		
The unmistakable theme of this passage is maturity. Physical maturity is a 
biological process. When all the biological factors are working properly, the body 
naturally matures with age. Physical maturity ushers us into the realm of adults. 
But physical development doesn’t make everyone mature adults. Sometimes it just 
makes people big kids.   
The tragedy is physically fully developed adults who still act like children. The 
emotional development did not keep pace with the physical development.  
Maturity and wisdom and spiritual development are inseparable.  
Paul makes it clear that the “foolish” of the previous chapter are in reality the wise 
ones, and the wise ones are the mature ones, and the mature ones are the 
spiritual ones. And the wise, mature, and spiritual ones are the only ones who truly 
are capable of grasping the wisdom of God. The worldly person doesn’t get it 
because these things are “spiritually discerned.”  

A. Three	truths	about	maturity	

1. Emotional	maturity	is	tied	directly	to	spiritual	maturity.		
2. Only	spiritually	mature	people	can	understand	the	hidden	mysteries	of	

God.	Such	things	are	considered	foolish	by	unbelievers.		
3. Spiritually	mature	people	tend	to	think	like	Christ.		

B. The	division	in	our	nation	is	largely	a	maturity	issue.		
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I grew up in a Christian home. I haven’t known anything except God and church 
and as far back as I can remember. But there are some of you who came to a 
saving knowledge of Christ later in your life. You remember your life before Christ 
and you can compare it to your life now in Christ. For those of you who have 
experienced this kind of turn-around in your life, it is likely that you can understand 
from your own personal experience how different your views are today on God and 
the things of God compared to how you viewed those things in your life before 
Christ. Perhaps you remember how none of this made any real sense to you until 
you committed your life to Christ, then you had a gained a different perspective. 
Maybe you had heard about Jesus, but his crucifixion was nothing more than a 
story in history. Now you understand the love that was demonstrated at Calvary. 
Now you understand how personal it was. Christ didn’t just die - He died for you! 
That was a spiritual revelation.  
The unbeliever, or the spiritually immature, or the non-spiritual person, or as KJV 
puts it, the “natural” man doesn’t have an abiding sense of God and doesn’t have 
God as a reference point in his or her life.  
I don’t use foul language. I never have. I know plenty of people who do. I read it on 
social media. I hear it on television. I hear it out in public. But that is one thing that 
puzzles me. How can people use foul language so fluently, so casually, without 
having any shame or regret or hesitation?  
I have the same questions about how people can have self-destructive habits. 
How can they do things like that and have no personal qualms about it? I wonder 
how people can expose their children to things I would consider inappropriate and 
have no twinge of shame or regret? How can an adult give their child alcohol? 
How can a parent expose their children to pornography? How can a parent curse 
like a drunken sailor in front of their children?  
I remember asking some children what they wanted us to help them pray about. 
One little girl said, “my daddy does drugs.” I don’t get it. How can a parent be so 
casual about this kind of behavior? I don’t get it because I don’t remember a time 
in my life when I did not have an awareness of and an understanding that God 
was aware of everything I do and say and I was always accountable to God for my 
actions and behavior. I always had a sense that God was either pleased or 
displeased with my behavior.  
We are living in a very unique day here in the United States. Our nation is just 
about divided down the middle on some very serious issues. Our moral standards 
are changing at a head-spinning rate.  
Who among us, as recently as 10 years ago, ever dreamed that a former 
decatholon champion would decide to take hormone shots, grow his hair and nails 
out long, wear dresses and call himself a woman and get voted Woman of the 
Year by Glamour magazine? Who would have thought that roughly half of the 
population of the United States would applaud this man’s fantasy and call him 
brave.  
Morally, America is losing her way. The immoral elements we have always dealt 
with as marginal behaviors have become mainstream divisive issues.  
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This is nothing but spiritual blindness. It is the stark separation of the mature from 
the immature. The spiritual darkness that enshrouds half the population of our 
nation is manifested in childish behaviors and twisted philosophies and 
deteriorating morals. We have a spiritual problem. A growing segment of our 
nation has no spiritual maturity. They can’t understand the wisdom of God. It 
completely escapes them. They are never converted or convince by debate or 
logic because the things of God are spiritually discerned, and the carnal minded 
person cannot receive them.  
On that note, Paul moves to his next point that we find in the beginning of chapter 
three where he makes the application of mature vs immature within the church.  

II. Grow	Up!!!	
So, brothers and sisters, I could not speak to you as spiritual people, but instead as people 
of the flesh, as infants in Christ. 2 I fed you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet 
ready. In fact, you are still not ready, 3 for you are still influenced by the flesh. For since 
there is still jealousy and dissension among you, are you not influenced by the flesh and 
behaving like unregenerate people? 4 For whenever someone says, “I am with Paul,” or “I 
am with Apollos,” are you not merely human? 

The “spiritual” people in chapter 2 are the same as the “spiritual people” in chapter 
3 – the spiritually mature.  
However, they are contrasted against two different groups. In chapter two, the 
immature people are the unbelievers. In chapter three, the immature people are 
those “in Christ” who have never matured in their faith.  
Paul now goes back to the core issue in the first four chapters, division and strife, 
and points to the underlying cause – spiritual immaturity.  
Paul also refers back to his original ministry among the Corinthians during which 
time he preached a very basic message – the message of the Cross. Interestingly, 
Paul says that message is so basic and so fundamental that it is like milk for 
babies – vital for infants, but not nutritious enough to sustain anyone through their 
stages of growth. So far, what Paul has said is understandable. But the 
inconvenient truth he drops is this: “You still are not strong enough for solid food. 
You have been on baby food for way too long.” He then explains his charge 
against them.  
For you are still influenced by the flesh. For since there is still jealousy and dissension 
among you, are you not influenced by the flesh and behaving like unregenerate people? 
Here is the chronology. Paul first visited Corinth in 50-51 A.D. He wrote this letter 
in 55 A.D. These people had four to five years in which to demonstrate some 
spiritual growth. Paul didn’t expect them to be fully mature, just to have moved 
beyond the infant stage. They did not show adequate growth.  
If you have been calling yourself a Christian for five years and you are not making 
any spiritual progress, there is a problem.  

A. Carnal	Christianity	–	The	Great	Dichotomy	
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There is an interesting implication in the Greek words Paul uses in 3:1 and 3:3 
which are translated “flesh” in the NET, and “carnal” in KJV. The subtle implication 
is what we would call “carnal Christians”. I know some people say there isn’t any 
such thing as a carnal Christian, that the two concepts are mutually exclusive. But 
Paul thought otherwise. The two concepts are contradictory, but not mutually 
exclusive. In Paul’s mind, the carnal Christian is a person who philosophically 
embraces Christ, but in practice they are still driven by self-interest. Do you 
understand that? The discipline of Christianity largely entails crucifying the 
inordinate desires of the flesh and focusing on God’s interests.  

B. People	don’t	like	their	maturity	being	questioned	
It is highly likely you have had dealings in this matter. You possibly have had to 
confront someone who was acting very childish and you called them out on it. 
Parents often have to challenge their growing children not to revert to the kind of 
behavior that should have been left behind by now. It is a part of good parenting to 
hold them to a higher standard. Young people are in that awkward stage of 
emotional molting, a process in which they are trying to shed that old outer shell, 
the remnants of from their childhood. It is called adolescence. During that time, 
they sometimes slip and revert back into their old habits, their old ways. They pout, 
they pull out the old tantrum, they make childish demands, they sulk. Good 
parenting skills can help parents succeed in guiding their children through this 
awkward time of transition from childhood into adulthood. Sometimes we have to 
remind them, “You are acting like a child.” That infuriates them and usually sends 
them even deeper into their childishness.  
But even worse is when fully grown adults have not yet molted. Then we have 
those awkward moments when we have to call them out on their childish behavior. 
It happens from time to time between husband and wife, and finally one has had 
enough and says, “You are acting like a big baby!” That never goes over well, but 
somebody had to say it.  
That is what Paul had to do. He knew he wasn’t going to endear the people in the 
church at Corinth to him, but somebody had to say it.  
“You are acting like a bunch of babies. You are grown adults and still on the bottle. 
I would love to feed you some meat, but you are not ready. You are still as 
immature as the days when you were first saved. You really need to grow up!”  

C. Immaturity	is	contagious	
I interim pastored a couple of little churches before coming to Westside. In one of 
those churches, they had a problem with some immature people. There was one 
retired man they warned me about. He was stubborn and opinionated and seemed 
to enjoy being the center of trouble and controversy. He pulled a couple of childish 
stunts in the six months while I was there. But before I was there, they had told me 
of him staging a personal protest in church. He was mad about something and he 
sat down cross-legged on the floor out in the center aisle, crossed his arms and 
sat their defiantly while church was still going on. A grown man!! Physically grown, 
that is, but horribly spiritually under-developed. I think my congregation is far 
beyond that kind of behavior, but for the record let me say, if you have a problem, 
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sitting on the floor in the center aisle with your legs and arms crossed will not get 
anything resolved.  
In another incident in the same church, an elderly lady, a virtual matriarch in the 
church, was sitting in a pew on Sunday morning before church started with her 
head resting on the back of the pew in front of her. I thought she was not feeling 
well. I asked if she was ok, and she said, “I am sick in my heart.” What had 
happened, the church was on a slab that was almost at ground level and every 
time there was a heavy rain, water came in and soaked the carpet. A couple of 
men in the church decided to spend one Saturday fixing the problem. They had to 
rip out the shrubbery against the church right where the flooding occurred so they 
could dig a trench and put in a French drain to flow the water away from the 
church. They did a very good job, but when Sunday came, this elderly lady was 
almost in tears that the shrubbery had been pulled out. Her son showed up to 
church, saw what happened, and was so angry he turned around and went back 
home without even coming to church. So, between the squatter and the squawker, 
and the boycotter, this church was developing a culture of immature childish 
behavior could realistically live on for generations.  

III. But	We	Have	The	Mind	Of	Christ	
Referring back to 2:16, we read what it means to be spiritually mature. It means 
having the mind of Christ. Not that we literally are infused with his complete 
knowledge and perfect wisdom, but we learn to think like Christ would think. We 
endeavor to emulate his behavior. We adopt his standards. Christian literally 
means, “Christ-like”. We should always understand that the word Christian should 
convey something about our conduct, not just be used as a group label.  
If you have the mind of Christ, your conduct will be different. You will not be driven 
by your animalistic urges. You will conduct yourself like an adult. You will act 
responsibly. You will faithfully fulfill your duties as child of God, as a husband, as a 
wife, as a father, as a mother, as a contributing member of the family, as an 
employee, as an employer, as a citizen.  
When I was a child, I really looked forward to being an adult. I didn’t realize how 
much responsibility goes along with being an adult, but here I am. I don’t want to 
be accused of being childish. I want to be responsible. I want to treat others in a 
mature fashion. I want to handle difficulties in an adult fashion. I want to exercise 
self-control like a mature person is expected to do. I don’t want to be punching 
holes in walls and kicking furniture apart and throwing man-size tantrums. I want to 
be a faithful steward of my finances. I want to budget like a responsible adult, not 
spend like a kid in a candy store. I want my wife to respect my judgment and trust 
me. I want my life to honor and glorify God. I want to live with self-control. I want to 
make wise choices. I want to treat my wife with dignity and respect. I want to be a 
godly model for my children and grandchildren. I want to be sensible and sober 
and wise and rational. I don’t want to look and act like a fool. And if I am going to 
accomplish any of that, I need the mind of Christ. We all need the mind of Christ.  
Maturity was a huge issue with Paul. He detested childishness and foolishness. 
Later in this letter, he wrote these words: 
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When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. But 
when I became an adult, I set aside childish ways. (1 Cor 13:11) 

God calls us into full maturity. He doesn’t want his children staying in a fantasy 
“Neverland” existence where one can remain in a perpetual childhood. He wants 
the people of the Kingdom to act like responsible adults. Here on Earth, we will 
never be fully developed. We will be growing as long as we live. It is when we quit 
growing that we have a problem.  


