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I. 	The	Cross	and	Its	Congregation	
26 Think about the circumstances of your call, brothers and sisters. Not many were wise by 
human standards, not many were powerful, not many were born to a privileged position. 27 But 
God chose what the world thinks foolish to shame the wise, and God chose what the world thinks 
weak to shame the strong. 28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, what is regarded 
as nothing, to set aside what is regarded as something, 29 so that no one can boast in his 
presence. 30 He is the reason you have a relationship with Christ Jesus, who became for us 
wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31 so that, as it is 
written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

The 2016 presidential campaign got nasty. In the closing weeks, Hillary Clinton made a 
statement in one of her whistle stops that became national headlines. She said “you 
could put half of Trump’s supporters into what I call a basket of deplorables.” Then she 
continued. “Some of these folks, they are irredeemable.”  
Most of you are also aware that those people Hillary slammed made that their slogan 
and started showing up to rallies with posters and placards and signs and t-shirts 
identifying themselves as “proud to be a deplorable.”  
I cite that incident in order to tie into our sermon today. Paul describes the world’s 
evaluation of the cross and the followers of the cross. People of worldy wisdom scoffed 
at people of the cross and for all practical purposes wrote them off as the kind of people 
that belong in a basket of deplorables. By human standards, people of the cross are a 
bunch of losers; failures; worthless incompetents.  
And like the modern day “deplorables”, Paul cleverly adopts the accusation for his 
slogan.  
True people of the cross share the characteristics of the cross. Both are on the opposite 
side of the world and its philosophies and values. Paul states that by “human standards” 
God’s chosen people are not considered powerful or wise or advantaged. Those are the 
people God chose because that is how God is glorified. It has never been God’s method 
to seek out the most talented, the most brilliant, or the most advantaged to fulfill his 
mission.  
Moses was timid and full of self-doubt. He argued that his severely limited oratory skills 
disqualified him from leading Israel out of Egyptian bondage. 
David was tending sheep when God began moving him in His direction. Gideon was 
threshing wheat when God called him. Jacob was a sneaky conniving manipulator, but 
God brought forth through Jacob twelve sons who would become the fountainheads of 
the twelve tribes. Joseph was the little brother despised and rejected by the rest of the 
brothers, but the one God used to rescue his family.  
Jesus collected his followers from the common people. They weren’t rich or powerful or 
famous. They were just people. 
Jesus prayed and thanked the Heavenly Father that He had hidden Kingdom truths 
from the wise and educated but revealed them to little children.  
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James, the half-brother of Jesus, wrote in his letter that God has chosen those who are 
poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and be heirs of the kingdom. But even 
Christians find it hard to remember these simple truths.  
We tend to be top-down thinkers. We imagine how the Kingdom of God could be 
impacted if the rich and famous and powerful could just get converted. What if Warren 
Buffet made a public declaration of faith? How much could the Kingdom do with his 
money?  
What if Stephen Hawking, possibly the most notable scientist in the world today, got 
saved? What kind of influence could he have for the kingdom?  
What if Richard Dawkins, world renowned atheist, got saved? What might he be able to 
do?  
What if Johnny Depp or Matt Damon became a Christian? How many could they bring 
into the kingdom?  
But God does everything in the opposite way of human thinking and wisdom. He calls 
the weak and he empowers them to shame the strong. He calls the lowly and despised 
to overshadow the famous and popular. He calls the foolish to confound the worldly 
wise. God works through unlikely, ungifted, unpolished people to do his works so He 
might be glorified. It’s not that God doesn’t want the rich and the powerful and the 
famous to get saved, it’s just that He has not chosen the privileged to reach the under-
privileged. Rather, he has chosen the under-privileged to reach the privileged.  
God does not prefer to work from the top, down. He prefers to work from the bottom, up. 
Once in a while we might see a key person get saved and lead their family or their 
friends into the kingdom. But think about how many times a family was led into the 
kingdom by the child.  
The message of the cross is discounted by the world. The people of the cross are 
likewise discounted by the world. But God uses the foolishness of the message of the 
cross and the foolishness of the people of the cross to do His work.  
There is no excuse for not being used by God in His kingdom work. We should all be 
seriously thinking about the fact that our duty to God goes far beyond keeping our own 
house in order. We can’t view Christianity as one big church where the majority are just 
congregants and a there are a handful of ministers who build the kingdom. Most of us 
are the kind of ordinary people God delights in using to move His kingdom forward. He 
can work through you. You have no excuses of being inadequate. Your inadequacies 
are God’s opportunity to use you to confound the world and bring glory to Himself. You 
don’t have to be a great orator to help build the kingdom. You don’t have to be rich to 
contribute significant resources to the Kingdom. You don’t have to be highly influential 
to be used by the Holy Spirit to bring others to Christ. All you have to be is willing and 
available.  

II. Paul’s	Personal	Example	(1	Cor	2:1-5)	
When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come with superior eloquence or wisdom as I 
proclaimed the testimony of God. 2 For I decided to be concerned about nothing among you 
except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 3 And I was with you in weakness and in fear and with 
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much trembling. 4 My conversation and my preaching were not with persuasive words of 
wisdom, but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 so that your faith would not be 
based on human wisdom but on the power of God. 

A. A	powerful	message	doesn’t	need	a	powerful	messenger	
For the rest of the section on dealing with the division in the church, Paul will 
periodically refer back to his initial visit to Corinth. Here, he reminds them of the humble 
manner in which he came to them.  
Paul now proves through his own testimony how he took the way of the cross in his 
ministry. There was no soaring rhetoric, no flashy presentation, just the simple 
proclamation of Christ and the cross. He didn’t come in pride and self-confidence, but in 
weakness and fear and trembling. He didn’t employ human wisdom, but relied on the 
power and demonstration of the Holy Spirit. The powerful message of the cross doesn’t 
need a powerful orator to deliver it.  
If the people at the church in Corinth think the message of the cross is too weak, to 
foolish, too simplistic, too offensive to be effective; if they believe what the church needs 
is skilled orators and polished speakers to be more effective, Paul reminds them that 
they did not come to the faith through such things. Paul personally delivered the 
message of the cross to them and he delivered it in a plain wrapper. Jesus Christ and 
Him crucified. No special effects. No fancy eloquence; just the simple message of the 
cross adorned with the power of the Holy Spirit, and they received it.  

B. A	powerful	message	deserves	a	well-prepared	messenger.		
We can’t use Paul’s words in this passage to justify lack of personal preparation. If we 
did a closer analysis of Paul’s writing skills, we would realize he does indeed use very 
powerful literary tools to write eloquently. Paul wasn’t against eloquence. He was 
against anything that gets in the way of the message and the work of the Holy Spirit. 
There is a definite line between anointing and showmanship.  
If you are going to teach a Bible study, you can’t use Paul’s instructions here to justify 
not studying and preparing. You can’t just think you are going to show up and the Holy 
Spirit will take over and give you everything you need to say. That is being irresponsible 
and lazy. You wouldn’t want me to get up here and wing it every Sunday without 
preparation. I have actually had people come up to me and tell me, “Why don’t you just 
throw those notes away and follow the Spirit?” My question is (although I never say it 
aloud) “Why don’t you?” Notes and preparation don’t keep God from using us and they 
don’t stop the anointing and they don’t quench the Spirit.  

C. The	rationale		
 “So that your faith would not be based on human wisdom but on the power of God.”  

What this means is, when we rely on human means to bring the good news, we are not 
relying on God. Earthly wisdom, gifted eloquence, polished deliveries and canned 
illustrations might intellectually sway people and might inspire and amuse and entertain, 
and might evoke an emotional response. But if the Holy Spirit is not allowed to do His 
work, the messenger is wasting everyone’s time. I know many of you here today have 
attended countless numbers of church services. Can any of you ever remember any 
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time when you sat under the preaching of someone who was so full of themselves you 
just figured that was a total waste of time? For me, there is not a more miserable feeling 
than to be trapped in a situation where the message is devoid of any opportunity for the 
Holy Spirit to do His work. I would rather have dental work.  

III. What	Is	The	Big	Draw?	
What do we put at the center of our ministry as a church? What is the big draw? We 
know for a fact that people are drawn to a variety of things. Sometimes churches are 
built on a certain social order. I listened to one commencement speaker who was 
speaking to a graduating class of people who would go on to very prosperous 
professional careers. The speaker encouraged these graduates to connect with people 
everywhere they go. Get into social clubs where they can connect with as many people 
as they can. Get into churches where they can connect with as many people as they 
can.  
In decades and centuries past, the big draw was the architecture of the church. To this 
day we still have some of the most elegant and breathtaking cathedrals ever built and 
people were drawn to it. 
Sometimes it is the brilliant oration of the pastor that draws people. Charles Spurgeon 
was known as the prince of preachers and preached to thousands weekly at the 
Metropolitan Tabernacle in London. When Spurgeon died, 60,000 people came to view 
his body as he laid in state for three days at the church. 100,000 people lined the 
streets as the funeral parade two miles long made its way from the church to the 
cemetery.  
Sometimes the culture of the church is the draw. People want to go to where “it is 
happening” meaning where the crowd is gathered.  
Churches have used music and productions to draw crowds.  
But what is the centerpiece of the church? No matter what draws people, if the Holy 
Spirit is missing, it is a total waste of time. If the preaching is without the power of the 
Holy Spirit, it is just a speech. If the singing is without the power of the Holy Spirit, it is 
just a concert. If the worship and prayer is without the presence of the Holy Spirit, they 
are just dead ritualism. 
The old hymn says, “All is vain except the Spirit of the Holy One come down.”   
The problem with the congregation at Corinth is they were thinking like the world. They 
didn’t see the intrinsic value of the message of the cross. They wanted to improve it and 
make the gospel more appealing.  
Neither did they see the value plain brown wrapper Christianity. They wanted polished 
speakers and clever sermons and spectacular worship. But Paul’s message was they 
weren’t saved with that kind of flashy presentation. Paul’s message was that God was 
more inclined to use ordinary people and resources to do His work. What the world 
considered weak and foolish God considered perfect vessels through whom He could 
do His work. By seeking polish and production and perfection, the Corinthians were 
locking God out.  
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And if you a have considered yourself unfit for God’s use, you might be exactly the one 
God is looking for.  


