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I. Group	Membership	Means	Nothing	
A. God’s	blessings	upon	you	are	no	guarantee	

They were protected and directed by God as indicated by the presence of the pillar of 
cloud and pillar of fire. Paul specifically mentions the miraculous crossing of the Red 
Sea during which time God stood between them and Pharaoh’s pursuing army.  
God also miraculously provided for them with manna, quail, and water in the desert. The 
presence of God was undeniable. These people witnessed epic miracles daily.  

B. Your	membership	in	a	group	is	no	guarantee	
They were all baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea.  

This is so basic that any mature Christian believer understands it. But there are people 
on the fringe of Christianity who fail to understand that salvation is not a wholesale 
commodity. It doesn’t come to every citizen of a godly nation, it doesn’t come to every 
member of a godly family, it doesn’t come to every person who attends church. It comes 
on a individual basis. Yet I have personally heard people who think they are Christians 
because their grandmother was a godly woman and they respected their grandmother. 
Shockingly, there are still plenty of people today who, if you ask them if they are a 
Christian, they will tell you what church they are a member of.  
Paul points out that all the people in that group called marched out of Egypt were 
baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea. That phrase should not throw us. It 
simply means they put their trust in Moses. Paul used the term “baptized” to signify 
being associated with or being aligned with a person. The use of the term “baptized” 
makes a clear connection with Christians who are “baptized” into Christ, or put their 
trust in Him.  
However, out of all the people in the original group who were “baptized” into Moses, we 
know only of Joshua and Caleb who did not perish in the wilderness.  
We are not saved by our group memberships and we are not lost by our group 
memberships. We are saved by our individual relationship with Jesus Christ, or lost by 
our individual failure to accept Him as Lord and Savior.  

C. On	the	other	hand,	God’s	blessings	are	often	poured	out	on	the	undeserving	for	
various	reasons.		

1. First,	for	the	sake	of	a	few.			
Like God’s willingness to spare Sodom and Gomorrah if only ten righteous could be 
found.  
When God’s blessings are poured out on you, those in your circle are partakers in those 
blessings. If God blesses the work of the father or the mother, the whole family enjoys 
the benefits. If God blesses the work of the pastor, the entire church is blessed. If God 
honors the prayers of a small but faithful prayer group at church, the entire church 
benefits. That is why we should not become discouraged when we cannot get 100% 
cooperation. God will bless many for the sake of a faithful few. But being under the 
umbrella of those blessings does not guarantee that you personally are in God’s favor. 
That will always be an individual issue.  
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2. Second,	for	the	execution	of	His	will.			
   God blessed Israel in so many ways, not because they were deserving, but because 
He has a master plan He was determined to carry out. God was bound by his own 
promise to bless the seed of Abraham whether they were deserving or not. He could 
bless and preserve the nation while still judging disobedient individuals within that 
nation.  
God can still bless the church while judging corrupt individuals within the church. It is 
not enough to take great pleasure in the blessings on the church. The deeper question 
is whether God is pleased with you as an individual. I think people tend to seek out 
those places where the glory falls so they can feel they are part of some great spiritual 
movement without having to give a personal account of themselves. As long as they are 
associated with a bigger move of God, they tend to be less focused on how God is 
moving in their personal life. Be cautious not to fall for the trap of believing that because 
you are a partaker of the blessings that come along with God executing his master plan 
that you are somehow favored by God. Two and one-half million crossed the Red Sea 
as part of God’s master plan for Israel and all except two of those original 2.5 million 
failed to reach the promised land. They were swept along in God’s general master plan, 
but hey had no personal relationship with God.  

II. The	Root	of	the	Problem	–	Evil	Cravings	
6 These things happened as examples for us, so that we will not crave evil things as they did. 7 So 
do not be idolaters, as some of them were. As it is written, “The people sat down to eat and 
drink and rose up to play.” 8 And let us not be immoral, as some of them were, and twenty-three 
thousand died in a single day. 9 And let us not put Christ to the test, as some of them did, and 
were destroyed by snakes. 10 And do not complain, as some of them did, and were killed by the 
destroying angel. 11 These things happened to them as examples and were written for our 
instruction, on whom the ends of the ages have come.  
These things happened as examples for us, so that we will not crave evil things as they did. 

In this short passage, the major point of Paul’s outline is the problem of evil cravings. 
The sub-points are the list of sins committed as a result of their evil cravings. Evil 
cravings:  Unholy appetite. Lust. Discontentment with what you already have. Obsessed 
with what is forbidden. That is the story of the Fall and the forbidden fruit, and that story 
is replayed a million times over throughout the history of man. Man’s failures all come 
down to evil cravings.  
Paul’s use of the word “craving” agrees with Moses’ account of the failure of Israel in 
Numbers 11. This is the story of the people complaining about manna and demanding 
something better to eat. In verse 4, it says,  
4 Now the mixed multitude who were among them craved more desirable foods, and so the 
Israelites wept again and said, “If only we had meat to eat! 
Then the story is told of how God brought quail into the camp in order to satisfy their 
cravings. The last verse summarizes like this:  
34 So the name of that place was called Kibroth Hattaavah, because there they buried the people 
that craved different food. 
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The theme of “craving” begins and ends this account. Nothing good came out of their 
cravings.  
Here are the failures of Israel that Paul points to as a result of their appetite for evil.  

A. Idolatry	
Paul makes reference to the incident of the golden calf. Moses leaves them alone long 
enough to meet God on the mountain and there receive the Ten Commandments. While 
Moses was away, a plot quickly formed to melt down their jewelry and fashion a golden 
calf, rip off their clothes and dance around the calf, giving praise to the idol as their 
deliverer.  
This was the most lurid and shocking act of rebellion and apostasy by Israel against 
God in their entire history. One cannot fathom how quickly and how deeply these people 
backslid away from God. Modern day arguments against the possibility of backsliding 
crumble when we look at this example. When the argument is made that anyone who 
truly experiences the power and love of God; anyone who truly has a first hand 
encounter with God will never want to backslide. If they do appear to backslide, it is only 
because they never had a real encounter with God to begin with. But it is undeniable 
these people had a first-hand experience with God that none of us will ever have. They 
were eyewitnesses to God’s delivering power and his miraculous hand of provision. 
Nevertheless, within a few days of Moses being gone, they dance before an idol of their 
own making and give it all the glory for their deliverance from Egypt. We cannot fathom 
the lightening quick fall of these people into complete apostasy. 

Also	notice	Paul	mentions	that	acts	of	eating	and	drinking,	which	are	sub-themes	carried	
over	from	the	issue	of	eating	sacrificial	meats	and	such	topics	as	will	continue	in	the	
next	chapter	where	we	see	the	Lord’s	supper	desecrated.	Keep	this	theme	of	food	and	
drink	in	mind	throughout	this	sermon	and	in	the	following	chapter.	

B. Sexual	immorality	
Evil craving leads to idolatry. Idolatry is the seed bed for sexual immorality. In the 
episode of the golden calf, sexual immorality was integrated into the idolatrous worship. 
Three thousand people were destroyed because of their idolatry and, as if that is not 
enough, the Lord sent a plague on the survivors. But that wasn’t the only account of 
rampant sexual immorality by the Israelites. Numbers 25 gives the account of the men 
of Israel committing harlotry with the women of the idolatrous Moabites. God 
commanded Moses to have the guilty men all hanged by morning. While judgment was 
being executed on the rebels, one of the men of Israel came into the camp in the plain 
sight of Moses, while all the people were weeping at the entrance of the tent of meeting 
for the gross sins of their people,  bringing along one of the Moabite harlots to share 
with his brothers. This shameless act of defiance was so vulgar that Phinehas, the 
grandson of Aaron the high priest, got up from the assembly, took a javelin and with one 
stroke pierced through both the man and the foreign harlot. That act of judgment 
officially ended the plague. A grand total of 24,000 died that day.  

C. Testing	God’s	patience	
The specific application is that some of the Corinthians were taking the liberty of eating 
sacrificial meat too far and were eating in the temple in the presence of idols. They were 
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flirting with idolatry and Paul is sending them stern warnings!! Look what happened to 
Israel when they pushed God’s patience to the limits.  
You can live your compromising lifestyle. You can push the limits of your Christianity. 
You can incorporate some of the filthy conversation of the world into your daily dialogue 
and laugh at their course and crass and nasty humor. You can take up their dirty habits 
and eat at the table of demons, but you are testing God. You are pushing his limits. God 
is not happy with 21st century American Christianity. We have pushed the boundaries to 
include immoral practices the Bible speaks clearly against. We have compromised on 
sexual immorality. We have compromised on the holy institution of marriage. We have 
compromised on the infallible unchanging word of God. We have compromised on 
Biblical holiness. God is not happy Christianity has been repackaged to accommodate 
the evil cravings of this godless culture. We will pay for pushing the boundaries! 
Paul makes the clear application: “Let’s don’t tempt Christ like they tempted God in the 
wilderness.” 

D. Complaining		
It is not clear what particular OT incident Paul was referring to, but this seems to be very 
closely connected with the previous point, that of testing God with their habitual 
complaining. 
There were multiple instances of Israel testing God’s patience in their murmuring and 
complaining. They longed to return to Egypt. They longed for the leeks and onions and 
garlic of Egypt. They complained there was no bread. They complained there was no 
water. They complained there was no meat. They complained about the bread and 
meat God provided to keep them happy. God finally sent a plague of snakes to kill them 
off because of their complaining.  
By application, Paul is telling the Corinthian congregation, “Be very careful about all 
your murmuring and complaining against me. I hear what is being said. Just remember 
what happened to Israel because they constantly complained against God!” That would 
have been a very sobering warning for a church! That is why we cannot allow the spirit 
of murmuring and complaining to ever return to this church. It is gone. It has been gone 
for years. But we guard jealously against that ever returning!  

III. The	Summary	Warning	
 12 So let the one who thinks he is standing be careful that he does not fall. 13 No trial has 
overtaken you that is not faced by others. And God is faithful: He will not let you be tried 
beyond what you are able to bear, but with the trial will also provide a way out so that you may 
be able to endure it. 

A. Nobody	is	too	good	to	fail	
The ones mentioned in chapter eight who think they have special knowledge. The ones 
who think they are the more spiritually mature ones. The ones who thing they can eat 
sacrificial meat without any qualms. The danger is this: pride goes before destruction. 
Too much pride and confidence in one’s spiritual superiority can make them a prime 
target for failure.  

B. There	is	always	an	escape	hatch.		
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We rarely read this passage of scripture in context. It is most often taken as a stand-
alone maxim. But let’s first understand the context.  
Paul is telling the Corinthians that the stress they are experiencing over the issues of 
legalism and liberty, particularly the eating of sacrificial meats, may seem overwhelming 
to some. But Paul tells them that these kinds of things are common issues we face in 
working out issues in the fellowship. This doesn’t need to divide or conquer anyone. No 
one needs to drop out of church, no one needs to backslide over these things. These 
are common struggles we go through in maintaining our fellowship together. But there is 
always an answer. There is always an escape route. It is never hopeless unless people 
refuse to take advantage of the answer God has provided. Only the stubbornness of 
people can stand in the way of resolving church conflicts. God will always make a way. 
Will you always be willing to take it?  
 


