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Even though Paul doesn’t elaborate on the nature of the offering in this letter, we see 
Paul give more information on the practice in some of his other writings.  

I. How	we	give	
A. According	to	our	income	

Now about the collection for the Lord’s people: Do what I told the Galatian churches to do. 2 On 
the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with 
your income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to be made. 

The modern day church has settled on a system we call tithing to facilitate and promote 
giving to the Lord’s work. We borrow that concept from the Jewish culture in the Old 
Testament. Here is a bit of history of tithing.  
The first mention of tithing is found in the 14th chapter of Genesis. There was a large 
war that developed between five united kingdoms and four united kingdoms, the Kings 
of Sodom and Gomorrah belonging to the group of five. However, when these two 
groups met for battle, the armies of Sodom and Gomorrah saw their side was losing the 
battle and they turned to flee. It so happened that the valley where the battle took place 
was full of tar pits and while retreating, they lost a number of soldiers who fell into the 
tar pits and perished. The enemy seized all the spoils the army of Sodom left behind as 
well as capturing a few prisoners.  
Among those prisoners was Lot, Abraham’s nephew. When Abraham learned his 
nephew had been taken prisoner of war, he assembled trained warriors from his clan 
and they pulled off a surprise attack on the King of Elam and all his allies, rescuing all 
the prisoners of war, (nephew of Lot among them) and recovering all food and goods 
lost by the Kings of Sodom and Gomorrah. Abraham was en route to return all the 
goods to their rightful owners when he was met by the King of Sodom. Then, a priest 
named Melchizedek also arrived with bread and wine to pronounce a blessing on 
Abraham. Now here is the interesting part. Abraham was so moved by this act, he 
immediately gave Melchizedek a tenth of the spoils, all of which actually belonged to the 
Kings of Sodom and Gomorrah, all while the King of Sodom looked on. Fortunately, the 
King was so pleased with Abraham, he said, “Just give me the people and keep all the 
spoils for yourself.” But Abraham refused to keep the goods, saying he would never 
want anyone to say the King of Sodom made Abraham rich. That was the first scriptural 
record of tithe and it pre-dated Moses and the Law by 400 years.  
In the 28th chapter of Genesis, Jacob made a conditional vow to the Lord:  

"And Jacob vowed a vow, saying: ‘If God will be with me, and will keep me in this way that I 
go, and will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on, so that I come back to my father’s house 
in peace, then shall the Lord be my God ... and of all that you shall give me I will surely give the 
tenth unto you." Genesis 28:20–22 
When Joseph was put in charge as governor over Egypt, he set in place a system by 
which all the Egyptians would pay one-fifth of all their agricultural produce to the state 
so they could be prepared to survive a drought. It was merely a functional system to 
serve the needs of the kingdom.  
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When Moses came along, he helped institute God’s laws for the Israelites and tithing 
became a part of their culture. For them, tithing was the giving of 10% of the agricultural 
produce to the Levites, the priestly tribe, so they could be wholly devoted to their priestly 
duties without having to split their time growing their own produce.  
Then we have the very popular verse in Malachi 3:10 
Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this," 
says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour 
out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it. 

This verse is often quoted in connection with our modern day practice of tithing. The 
context of this passage is that the people of Israel had gradually quit keeping God’s 
ordinances, one of which was tithing their produce to the temple. The prophet, speaking 
for God, accuses them of robbing God by failing to give their tithes and offerings.  
8 Will a mere mortal rob God? Yet you rob me. 
“But you ask, ‘How are we robbing you?’ 

“In tithes and offerings. 9 You are under a curse—your whole nation—because you are robbing 
me. (Malachi 3) 

That is when God then tells them to bring their whole tithes into the storehouse (in the 
temple) and see that God will be faithful to take care of them and them and their curse 
will be lifted.  
The fact is, even though most modern day churches use a tithing system for their 
regular financial support, technically we are not required as New Testament believers to 
tithe. We are expected to give according to our income, but the tithing system is a 
convenient method of our choosing to regularly and systematically give to the Lord. We 
are neither required to give a minimum of 10% nor are we necessarily completely 
fulfilling our spiritual duties to God if we ONLY give 10%. We are to give according to 
our income. That means there are times when we have been blessed above and 
beyond and we should be more generous than merely 10%. We have to understand 
God is generous with us so we can be generous with others, and we will so more on 
this matter under point number 2.  

II. Five	reasons	why	we	give	
A. We	show	gratitude	for	spiritual	blessings	with	material	donations.		

In Romans 15:27, Paul says,  
For if the Gentiles have shared in the Jews spiritual blessings, they owe it to the Jews to share 
with them their material blessings.  

If we have received spiritual blessings, we typically, Biblically show our gratitude with 
material gifts. In the case of the Gentiles, God shared the Jew’s spiritual blessings with 
the Gentiles. The Gentiles were encouraged to share their material blessings as God 
directed them.  
Are you grateful for God’s blessings? Maybe you have a hard time seeing God’s 
blessings because you focus too much on the many struggles you face in life. But 
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having a blessed life does not mean you have a trouble free life. Having difficulties and 
trials does not mean you have nothing to be thankful to God for. Some people just want 
to use their trials and difficulties as an excuse not to have to give generously to God.  
But being grateful means more than offering a prayer of thanksgiving. Biblically, we 
express our appreciation for God’s spiritual blessings with material gifts. The reason we 
do that is material things are typically more valuable and precious to us than intangible 
things. We give of that which is most valuable to us.  

B. Because	Christ	set	the	example	of	selfless	generosity	
9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he 
became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich. 2 Cor 8:9 
In the 10th chapter of Matthew, we read of Christ commissioning his disciples to go out 
into personal ministry. He gave all twelve disciples authority to cast out evil spirits and 
heal from sicknesses and diseases.  
Then when he send them, his last words of direction are,  
Heal the sick, raise the dead, cure those with leprosy, and cast out demons. Give as freely as you 
have received! (Matthew 10:8) 

Give as freely as you have received. That is a transcendent principle for us to live by.  
“As freely as you have received.” Not only does that refer to how freely Jesus gave to 
them, but how freely and willingly they received what He gave.  
You see, I think we often read that verse “God has given freely so you must also give 
freely.” And certainly that is a valid principle, but that is not exactly that this is saying. 
Not “freely God has given”, but “freely you have received.” Eagerly you have received. 
The chances are great that you have not been stubbornly resistant to God’s gifts. Do 
you argue with God and say, “I really don’t want any blessings, but if I have to receive 
them, I guess I will”? No, we eagerly receive gifts from God. We freely receive. Give as 
eagerly as you receive.  
Even though Malachi 3:10 is not a command to the New Testament church, it is a 
testimony of what it means to trust God and that he will take care of you when you are 
obedient to Him and faithful to take care of His work. For many, if not most people who 
struggle with faithfully giving to the Lord, it boils down to a matter of trust. They do not 
trust God to take care of them if they give to Him. That is it in a nutshell. 

C. Through	our	generosity,	the	work	of	the	Lord	is	done.		
7 Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in 
all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.9 As it is 
written: 
“They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor; 
    their righteousness endures forever.”  
Remember the language Paul used in the last verse of chapter 15, reminding the 
Corinthians to always be, “abounding in the work of the Lord.” That was just before Paul 
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transitions into the passage about taking up collections for the poor in chapter 16. This 
is a significant part of doing the work of the Lord.  

D. God	blesses	us	so	we	can	bless	others.		
10 Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your 
store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness.11 You will be enriched in every 
way so that you can be generous on every occasion, 

E. Our	generosity	unites	us	together	in	the	honor	to	the	Lord.	(vss	11-	12)	
 and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. 

12 This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord’s people but is also 
overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. 
Jesus said, “By this they will know that you are my disciples by your love for one 
another.” One of the earmarks of Christianity is demonstrating God’s love to the world in 
practical ways. When people receive blessings in the name of the Lord, they have to 
opportunity to give thanks to the Lord, and most often they do just that. Bless others in 
the name of the Lord and they will in turn give thanks to God.  

III. The	Final	Charge	
13 Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be courageous; be strong. 14 Do everything in love. 

These are five powerful statements to summarize Paul’s letter to the struggling, broken 
Corinthian church.  
Be on guard against those people and those things that cause division and strife and 
that corrupt the pure truth.  
Stand firm in the faith. Don’t give up. Don’t get lazy. Don’t compromise. We are living in 
a day when this is one of the most important pieces of advice we could ever receive. 
Stand firm in the faith. Don’t let the world set the agenda. Stand firm 
Be courageous. Don’t lose heart. God is going to win. Hell is making a lot of noise, but 
God will have the final word.  
Be strong. This is no time for weak Christians. There is no time for hand-wringing and 
fretting. This is no time for retreat. Be strong!  
Do everything in love! We might have to show tough love, but make sure it truly is love. 
Don’t let hatred control your actions and thoughts. Let pure love be your motivator in all 
things.  
 
 

 


