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I. How	Are	The	Dead	Raised?	
35 But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body will they 
come?” 36 How foolish! (1 Cor 15) 

As we have already seen at the beginning of this chapter, some in the church at 1 
Corinthians did not believe in the resurrection. After making his case for the reality of the 
resurrection, Paul next moves to the nature of the resurrection and begins by posing a 
couple of questions people might ask about the resurrection.  
“How are the dead raised?”  
What is our resurrected body like? 
37 When you sow, you do not plant the body that will be, but just a seed, perhaps of wheat or of 
something else. 38 But God gives it a body as he has determined, and to each kind of seed he 
gives its own body. 39 Not all flesh is the same: People have one kind of flesh, animals have 
another, birds another and fish another.40 There are also heavenly bodies and there are earthly 
bodies; but the splendor of the heavenly bodies is one kind, and the splendor of the earthly bodies 
is another.41 The sun has one kind of splendor, the moon another and the stars another; and star 
differs from star in splendor. 
42 So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised 
imperishable; 43 it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in 
power; 44 it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. 

When Paul said, “Some may ask…” that is the same language he used when he said in 
the 12th verse “some of you say there is no resurrection.”  
Paul is still talking about that same group of people. Paul suggests the resurrection 
skeptics would the ones who would challenge Paul to explain how the dead are raised 
and what that resurrected body would be like. This was like a game of “stump the 
preacher.” Like in debates, if you can put your opponent in a place where they don’t have 
a response, you win. If Paul can’t answer these questions, the skeptics win. It is likely, 
the skeptics have consistently defended their position of denying the resurrection by 
challenging their opponents, “If you believe there is a resurrection, tell me how the dead 
are raised. Tell me, what do resurrected bodies look like?” We know these are not 
questions posed by those who are merely curious, because Paul’s stern response is, 
“How foolish,” a term that was used in scripture to refer to those who are spiritually 
dense.  
The skeptical nature of these questions suggest that the resurrection deniers allowed so-
called “logical analysis” to override the facts of the resurrection. Gordon Fee says, 
“because they could not handle the “how, they gave up the “that” – the resurrection itself.” 
It is likely that these skeptics allowed that God could bring the dead back to life, as was 
the case in Elijah raising the Shunamite’s son, for in that case they are are merely talking 
about re-animating a dead corpse. The real problem was, they could not explain how this 
body could decompose and return to dust and possibly be resurrected. In other words, 
they were inferring that there was a point of no return for the dead, a point of 
decomposition beyond which it was impossible for God to raise the body from the grave.  
In short, Paul saw the main problem was they denied the resurrection power of God.  
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They believed God could bring Lazarus back to life, but He could not re-animate dust.  

A. Science	lessons	
Paul uses the following examples to answer both questions. The example of the seed 
demonstrates two things:  
First, sowing brings forth a harvest. The seed is sown, the plant grows. The body is sown, 
the resurrection body will come forth. Your resurrection body will be derived from the 
planting of your earthly body. God is not going to create an entirely new spiritual body for 
you in eternity. He uses the earthly body that was planted as the beginning of the new 
body. God COULD create a fresh new body, but He chose to have that continuity of 
identity and being. Nothing is wasted. Everything is recycled. The EPA would be pleased. 
What you start with will go with you throughout eternity. It is a marvelous plan. It is 
beyond our imagination.  
Second, that which comes forth does not fully resemble that which was planted, even 
though there is a continuity from one to the other. In the same way, the resurrection body 
will not be identical in all aspects to the earthly body, it is nevertheless the same body, 
but transformed.  
Paul demonstrates there are many different kinds of bodies and God designs them all. 
Why is it so hard to believe that God could create a heavenly body when we see so much 
variety in his creation already?  
Just as the sun and moon and stars have varying degrees of brilliance and glory, so will 
the earthly and heavenly bodies have different degrees of glory. The future heavenly 
body will have a far greater glory than this earthly body.  
And this is all due to the transformation process God uses to change this earthly body 
into that heavenly body.  
The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable; 43 it is sown in dishonor, it is raised 
in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; 44 it is sown a natural body, it is raised a 
spiritual body 
So the heavenly body will be to the earthly body what the plant is to the seed.  

B. We	have	our	own	questions	
Not only did those in the Corinthian church have questions, but modern day Christians 
are seeking answers as well. One of the most popular questions along these lines is 
about cremation. There are people who fear if they get cremated they will not get to go to 
Heaven. I understand the history of Jewish and Christian burials. I understand that 
burning the body has typically been associated with pagans. But we have no specific 
Scripture instructing us on how Christians ought to bury their dead. We don’t have tombs, 
like the Jews did. We dig a hole and bury the body. In a sense, that could be seen as 
disrespecting the traditions. There are places where the caskets are set in the ground 
vertically to save space. That could be seen as disrespectful. We use a modern day 
technique of embalming that is rather barbaric compared to the ancient custom of 
covering the body in spices. That could be seen as conflicting with tradition. Furthermore, 
the cost of funerals can be prohibitive to the survivors. Some consider cremation as the 
only financially feasible alternative. But for those who worry what God is going to do with 
a body that has been reduced to ashes, understand that is the same kind of doubt about 
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the power of God that plagued the Corinthians. Millions of saints of old have died and 
returned to dust. Some have died tragic deaths that left no earthly evidence of a body. 
The many of the victims who died in the attack on the twin towers were completely 
atomized. There was nothing but a mist or a vapor that faded away. What is God going to 
do? Can he resurrect a body back to life that has been completely scattered to the four 
winds? I believe in the resurrection power of God. I believe his resurrection power is 
greater than the power of death. I believe that the God who speaks to the wind and the 
waves and they obey him; the God who can tell a mountain to move out of the way and 
the mountain moves; I believe the God who spoke this world into existence; the God who 
formed man out of dust and breathed life into his nostrils; I believe that God, when he 
calls the dead forth, will command every fiber, every molecule, every cell, every atom will 
respond to his command and come from every corner of the earth and the body will come 
forth as promised in Scripture.  

II. What	is	Our	Resurrection	Body	Like?	
If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. 45 So it is written: “The first man Adam 
became a living being”; the last Adam, a life-giving spirit. 46 The spiritual did not come first, but 
the natural, and after that the spiritual. 47 The first man was of the dust of the earth; the second man 
is of heaven. 48 As was the earthly man, so are those who are of the earth; and as is the heavenly 
man, so also are those who are of heaven. 49 And just as we have borne the image of the earthly 
man, so shall we bear the image of the heavenly man. 

A. The	Example	of	Jesus	
We shall bear the image of the heavenly man. 

This is about as close as we can get to understanding what our resurrected bodies will be 
like. In the same sense that our earthly bodies took on the form of the first earthly man, 
Adam, so will our spiritual bodies take on the form and nature of the second Adam, 
Christ.  
All we inherited from Adam was death and weakness and corruption and vulnerability. 
We inherited a temporary vessel that feels pain and wears out and is subject to diseases 
and maladies. From the moment we are born, we begin the dying process.  

III. Three	Important	Truths	
50 I declare to you, brothers and sisters, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 
God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 51 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not 
all sleep, but we will all be changed— 52 in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. 
For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 53 For 
the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. 54 When 
the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the 
saying that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.”  
55 “Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?”  

56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God! He gives us 
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

A. First,	the	good	news	is,	you	are	getting	a	new	body.	The	body	you	have	is	totally	
inadequate	for	spending	eternity	with	God	in	Heaven.	
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B. Next,	the	bad	news	your	new	body	won’t	be	ready	until	Jesus	returns.	Maybe	that	
is	another	powerful	incentive	to	pray	for	His	soon	return.		

C. Third,	death	is	going	down!	
“The sting of death is sin.” That means we are living in a world and a situation where 
death still has a sting and the grave still wins the battle.  
Death haunts us here on earth. It stalks us throughout out life. It raids our homes and 
leaves us broken and alone. It robs us of our greatest treasures and most prized 
relationships. It comes at the worst moments. It devastates our plans and lives and hopes 
and dreams. Death visits our home, our family, and the sting of death brings to our heart 
indescribable pain.  
We bury our loved ones and the obituary says, “He lost his battle.” We peer at the mound 
of dirt and the headstone and we reluctantly have to concede death won again. Death 
stings like a scorpion and all our diets and exercise programs do nothing more than delay 
the inevitable. Death still beats us in the end.  
Once in a while someone is said to cheat death, but it is a temporary reprieve. Death will 
return and eventually take you down, put you in the ground and raise its hands in victory 
as it dances on your grave.  
We are so sick and tired of losing our battles with death. We are sick of burying our loved 
ones. I am sick of burying members of our congregation. I hate getting that phone call. I 
hate standing by the bedside and watching my friends and loved ones and members of 
my congregation I have grown so fond of take their last breath and concede the battle to 
death.  
But while we may be losing the battles, we have the hope and promise Jesus is going to 
win the war, because one of these days, there is going to be a trumpet. We who are alive 
when the trumpet sounds will skip death. We will bypass the grave. Those who have 
already died and looked like they suffered permanent defeat are going to get up. Paul 
describes it as a sleep. They are going to wake up and come up out of the graves. Death 
is going down! You thought you had us all! You have billions in stored away in your vaults 
and your tombs and your graves. You thought you owned this world. Where is your 
victory now? You are doomed! You are done! You are finished. Because the risen King 
has come back to put all enemies under his feet. And the last enemy to be defeated is 
death. Never again will a mother lose a baby! Never again will crib death rob the cradle. 
No more cancer. No more heart attacks. No more violent car crashes. No more tragic 
accidents. No more weird fatal diseases. Death is done! We will taunt that old bully that 
ran rough shod over humanity for 6000 years as he goes down in utter defeat. All the 
resurrected saints will join in and sing a new song, and it will go something like this: “O 
death, where is your sting now! Where is your victory chant now? 
58 Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give 
yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in 
vain. 
The resurrection makes our labor meaningful.  
The resurrection makes our unfailing commitment possible.  


