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I. “IF”	There	Were	No	Resurrection	
12 But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there 
is no resurrection of the dead? 13 If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been 
raised. 14 And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. 15 More than 
that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified about God that he 
raised Christ from the dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are not raised. 16 For if the 
dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either.17 And if Christ has not been raised, your 
faith is futile; you are still in your sins.18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are 
lost. 19 If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 

Members of the Corinthian church were butchering the true doctrine of the resurrection. 
Specifically, they were denying the resurrection of the dead. Paul tells them that denying 
the resurrection of the dead is the same as denying the resurrection of Christ, because the 
two are inseparably tied together.  
“If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised.” (vs 13)  
First, let’s take verses 12-34 as a distinct section and we will see that Paul has arranged 
his thoughts in this passage in an ABA order. “A” makes the case for the absurdity of the 
Christian faith if there is no resurrection. The first section A is found in verses 12-19. 
Section “B” (vss. 21-28) celebrates the fact and truth of the resurrection and lists the 
positive effects and benefits of the resurrection. Then, Paul returns to the “A” theme in 
verses 29-34 

A. In	the	first	“A”	section,	Paul	describes	the	utter	foolishness	of	Christianity	without	a	
real	and	factual	resurrection	

1. Apostolic	preaching	and	Christian	faith	are	both	useless	(vs	14)	
2. Paul	and	his	fellow	laborers	are	liars	and	spreading	false	information	
3. We	are	all	condemned	because	of	our	sins	(vs	17)	
4. All	those	who	have	already	died	in	faith	are	also	hopelessly	lost	
5. All	believers	are	to	be	pitied	more	than	anyone	because	we	have	not	only	

embraced	a	fairy	tale,	but	collectively	we	have	lived	highly	disciplined	lives,	
denying	ourselves	worldly	pleasures	enjoyed	by	others,	and	have	endured	
persecution	for	our	beliefs.	If	what	we	have	believed	is	not	true,	we	are	
complete	fools.	

Everything about Christianity crumbles to pieces if there is no resurrection.  
The resurrection distinguishes Christianity from all other religions. Many religions have a 
prophet they follow. Many religions have sacred writings they cherish. Many religions have 
a deity they worship. Some religions are much older than Christianity. Other religions have 
a spiritual founder who once lived but now is dead. But no other religion has a risen King! 
No other religion puts their hope and trust in the resurrection because their founder 
conquered death. They are dead. He is alive! And because He is risen, we have hope in a 
resurrection as well!  

B. In	the	second	“A”	section,	(vss	29-34)	Paul	again	addresses	the	problems	that	go	
along	with	the	teaching	that	there	is	no	resurrection.		
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29 Now if there is no resurrection, what will those do who are baptized for the dead? If the dead are 
not raised at all, why are people baptized for them? 30 And as for us, why do we endanger ourselves 
every hour? 31 I face death every day—yes, just as surely as I boast about you in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 32 If I fought wild beasts in Ephesus with no more than human hopes, what have I gained? If 
the dead are not raised, 
“Let us eat and drink, 
    for tomorrow we die.” 

1. First,	he	calls	out	these	people	for	their	hypocrisy	
“Why do you practice proxy baptism for the dead?” 
Paul neither condoned nor condemned this practice, but his purpose was to point out the 
fallacy of denying the resurrection of the saints, but then continue to perform this ritual that, 
in their belief, had everything to do with the well being of those who had already passed 
on. If there is no resurrection, there is no after life to be concerned about.  
The fact is, this passage about baptism for the dead is not to be taken as prescriptive. We 
are not expected to emulate this behavior just because it is mentioned in Paul’s writings. 
Not everything written in the Bible is normative, that is, intended to be set as a pattern for 
us to follow. Some things are merely descriptive, an honest account of what happened, but 
not a prescription for us to follow.  
But there is another point to be honestly considered. The Corinthians were participating in 
something that catered to the basic human need to rely on tangible things. I have seen the 
same kind of thing in churches today. There seems to be this desire for some tangible 
substitute for the intangible. There is nothing about that tangible act that makes it more 
effective than simply agreeing together in prayer. There was nothing about proxy baptism 
that did anything at all for the deceased, but it was a tangible, material act that catered to 
the whims of humans. We have somewhat of a modern day counterpart. I have seen 
people wanting to stand in proxy for someone else’s healing. The well person wants to go 
forward and get anointed and have hands laid on them in behalf of another sick person. 
There is nothing Biblically that supports the notion that God works more effectively through 
human proxies. The only example we have is Christ, the Son of God, being our 
substitutionary sacrifice. God can provide a substitute for man. But God doesn’t need a 
human proxy in order to do His work. The centurion came to Jesus to request healing for 
his servant. When Jesus offered to go with the centurion to heal the servant, the centurion 
said, “I don’t deserve for you to come under my roof, but just say the word and my servant 
will be healed.”  
That was remarkable faith. In that setting, in that context, in that point in Christ’s ministry, 
for this centurion to understand Jesus didn’t have to lay hands on the centurion – he didn’t 
even have to physically go to the house and lay hands on the servant – all he needed to 
do is speak the word! Even Jesus marveled at his faith. Why do we think proxies impress 
or motivate God? What impresses God is to believe He DOESN’T need any of the 
additional trappings and rituals that humans love to adorn their religion with. Keep it 
simple. God loves that kind of faith.  
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2. Second,	Paul	asserts	that	he,	personally,	has	acted	like	a	fool	if	there	is	no	
resurrection.	After	all,	he	has	faced	danger	and	death	for	the	sake	of	the	gospel	
and	if	there	is	no	resurrection,	he	has	been	on	a	fool’s	errand.	Nobody	should	
risk	so	much	for	a	message	without	hope.		

3. Third,	Paul	makes	a	shocking	but	true	observation.	If	there	is	no	resurrection,	
then	we	would	all	be	just	as	well	off	pursuing	a	life	of	self-indulgent	pleasure,	
because	without	a	resurrection,	when	we	die,	it	is	all	over	and	nothing	at	that	
point	will	have	mattered	other	than	we	lived	life	to	its	fullest.		

II. But	The	Good	News	Is….!	
20 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen 
asleep. 21 For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a 
man. 22 For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. 23 But each in turn: Christ, the 
firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him. 24 Then the end will come, when he hands 
over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. 25 For 
he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy to be destroyed is 
death. 27 For he “has put everything under his feet.”[c] Now when it says that “everything” has been 
put under him, it is clear that this does not include God himself, who put everything under 
Christ. 28 When he has done this, then the Son himself will be made subject to him who put 
everything under him, so that God may be all in all. 

Paul painted a gloomy picture of Christianity without a resurrection. We would not just 
revert to one of many equal religions in the world. Christianity would be a corrupt religion 
based on false witnesses and populated by foolish people who willingly sacrifice all for a 
pack of lies. But in this middle passage (The “B” between the two “A” segments) Paul 
lightens the tone to one of celebration and victory and hope and blessing based on the 
reality of the resurrection.  
Everything that would be true if there is no resurrection is reversed by this passage. Those 
who have fallen asleep have not perished. Faith and preaching are not in vain. Paul and 
the apostles are not liars. We are not hopelessly condemned by our sins, but we are 
liberated by the resurrection power of Christ 

A. The	Firstfruits	
The fact of Christ’s resurrection is the hope of our resurrection. He is considered to 
firstfruits in the sense that there is more to come. We are the “more to come.”  
Then, Paul uses the illustration of Adam and Christ to flesh out the concept of firstfruits. In 
essence, Adam is the firstfruits of death and Christ is the firstfruits of resurrection and life.  

B. The	Timing	of	the	Resurrection	
Paul is fond of talking about the end times and often in this letter he shows the 
eschatological significance of his subject matter. Here is a perfect opportunity to segue into 
some teaching on the resurrection in the end times.  

1. The	end	will	come	
2. Having	destroyed	all	powers	and	forces	that	stand	in	opposition	to	God,	Christ	

will	deliver	the	Kingdom	to	His	Father.		
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He must reign until he has put all enemies under his feet.  

This is a clear reference to what we call the Millennium. The Millennium is that period of 
1000 years during which Christ reigns here on this literal earth. This is at the Second 
Coming. The unsaved world is largely clueless about what is in the near future for the 
entire world. This is not on their radar.  
The world is busy developing technology at an unprecedented rate. Advanced technology 
enables us to accelerate the rate at which technology advances and we will see more 
advancement in technology in the next 15 to 20 years than we have seen in all the history 
of man added together. But nobody sees that this is not the future of humankind here on 
earth. Jesus won’t need cell phones and email.  
The world is busy playing king of the hill as nations around the world are jockeying for 
position as the most powerful nation on earth. Nations are building their military and stock 
piling nuclear armaments. More and more nations are joining the list of nations with 
nuclear arms capabilities. Some are merely seeking world wide peace, but some are 
seeking world domination. But none of them see this is not the future of human here on 
this earth. Jesus won’t need nuclear weapons 
Nations of the world are working together through the United Nations to unilaterally put an 
end to global warming, to advance customized rights to fringe special interest groups such 
as gays, lesbians, and transgenders. But none of them realize this is not the future of 
humans here on this earth. Jesus won’t make exceptions for an special interest group.  
Nations are working together through world organizations to try to tackle environmental 
problems and health problems and food shortage problems, trying to make this planet 
endure far past its expiration date. But none of them understand this is not the future of 
humans here on earth. Jesus won’t need environmental regulations and global warming 
impact studies and programs.  
The future of humans here on earth is very soon Jesus is going to return. He won’t 
campaign for office. He won’t have to. He is already King. He will set up his throne in 
Jerusalem and begin his worldwide earthly reign. All nations will be required to submit. 
There will be no dissension. There will be no opting out. Iran and North Korea won’t 
threaten with nuclear weapons. There won’t be any protest marches or riots. There won’t 
be any sanctions against Jerusalem. There won’t be any military resistance, but every 
nation, every king, every dictator, every prime minister, every president, every earthly 
leader will surrender their power willingly or not. There will not be 4200 religions in the 
world. There will only be one where Jesus Christ is Lord. One thousand years of peace! All 
rebellion immediately and completely shut down. The world has never before seen 
anything like this and many don’t have a clue it is coming soon. New rules: no more 
fighting!  No more rebellion! No more wickedness of any kind! No more drought and 
starvation, for the desert will bloom like a rose. No more danger for the lion will lay down 
with the lamb. And no more dying, because the last enemy destroyed will be death, for 
there will be no dying for those who follow Jesus. We will live and reign with him for 1000 
years. And that is what our future is really about.  
 


