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I. Don’t	Forget	The	Fundamentals	
Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which 
you received and on which you have taken your stand. 2 By this gospel you are saved, if 
you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain. 
3 For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our 
sins according to the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third 
day according to the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas and then to the 
Twelve. 6 After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at 
the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he 
appeared to James, then to all the apostles, 8 and last of all he appeared to me also, as to 
one abnormally born.  (1 Cor 15) 

The subject matter now changes to that of the resurrection. The problem Paul 
addresses in the church is how the doctrine of the resurrection was being 
butchered within the church. Paul does not mention the specific issue with the 
doctrine of the resurrection until the 12th verse. 
What we glean from this chapter is that we can’t tamper with the truth of the 
resurrection. Christ and His resurrection is the centerpiece of our Christian 
theology. So, Paul begins his letter by going back to the basics of their salvation, 
the fundamentals of the simple gospel he brought to Corinth by which they were 
converted.  
Paul says, “You were saved by this gospel. You will continue to be saved only by 
this gospel. If you depart from this gospel, your faith, your religion will be in vain. 
You can’t take the truth of the resurrection out of the plan of salvation. Otherwise 
you have no plan of salvation.  

II. Three	Excuses		
Before proceeding further, Paul feels compelled to defend his authority to teach 
on this matter and takes a moment to establish his apostolic authority.  
An apostle, “born out of due season.” Literally, “miscarriage”. To the Greeks, 
anyone born prior to the full gestation period.  
Paul confessed he was born into apostleship without the same extensive training 
and preparation given the other apostles. Perhaps Paul was being a bit self-
conscious. Perhaps he feared the apostles and others may have considered him 
unworthy to be called an apostle. The other apostles left family and occupation to 
follow Jesus for three years. They walked where Jesus walked. They were 
eyewitnesses to the miracles. They had private tutoring lessons from the Master. 
They were born into apostleship by virtue of having gone through the entire 
gestation period of training and preparation. Paul simply met Jesus on the road 
to Damascus, got converted and immediately entered the ministry, believing that 
he carried the same apostolic authority as the others.  Rather than downplay the 
circumstances of his untimely birth, he makes full disclosure. He appeals to the 
analogy of a baby being born prematurely. That doesn’t make the baby inferior to 
others.  
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A. Excuse	#1		-	I	am	unqualified	
Don’t let your unique circumstances hinder you. Paul seemed to have a healthy 
understanding of his unique circumstances and he was forceful and unapologetic 
in establishing his position as an apostle. After all, Paul had seen the resurrected 
Christ and been personally commissioned by Him. It didn’t matter to Paul what 
anyone else thought, Paul knew what he knew. Christ had intersected his life, 
arrested him in the middle of his mission to persecute Christians, and completely 
redirected his life.  
I personally think there are a lot of people who would do more in service for the 
Lord if they weren’t intimidated by their unique circumstances.  
Paul did a great work, had a great ministry, but was not the most popular figure in 
Christianity. He didn’t always get the respect he deserved. His detractors pointed 
to his late start in Christianity. They considered him an illegitimate apostle for not 
belonging to the original group. They viewed him as an upstart for his shockingly 
rapid conversion from Judaism to Christianity, then his claim that he was 
qualified to teach them about Christianity. He was a late bloomer. There were 
many reasons for people to not give Paul the respect he deserved.  
When God qualifies you, you don’t need any further qualifications. Moses tried to 
disqualify himself because of not feeling comfortable as a speaker. It didn’t work. 
Mary certainly felt unqualified to give birth to the Son of God. Her seemingly 
logical excuse was, “I am not married! I have never had relations with a man!” 
Now you would think that to be a reasonable excuse. But when God qualifies 
you, you don’t need any other qualifications. God called Paul, who was a zealous 
Jewish man who specialized in persecution Christians. God called David, who 
was nothing but a shepherd boy too young and too inexperienced to even serve 
in the army. God called Billy Sunday, who was a professional baseball player for 
the Chicago White Sox. Billy became the most famous and influential evangelist 
of the first twenty years of the 20th century. Smith Wigglesworth was a plumber, 
but God called him to quit his business and enter full time ministry.  
D.L. Moody lost his father and went to work for his uncle at a shoe store. His 
uncle required him to attend church on Sundays. Moody’s Sunday School 
teacher, Edward Kimball said he had never known of anyone whose mind was 
spiritually darker than Moody’s when he came into his class. Moody applied to 
the church for membership but was turned down The committee believed they 
had never met an applicant less likely to ever become a Christian or find any 
extended sphere of usefulness. But Kimball soon led Moody to the Lord and God 
called him into the ministry. The rest is history.  

B. Excuse	#2	–	I	am	unworthy	
 For I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle, because 
I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace 
to me was not without effect. 

Even though Paul refused to allow others to discount his apostolic status 
because of his premature birth, he did confess that his history of having 
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persecuted the saints haunted him. If anything made him feel unworthy to stand 
shoulder to shoulder with the other apostles, it was this. He was their former 
sworn enemy. How could he possibly take a place of equal status with those he 
once persecuted? 
Everyone has baggage. You have past failures that haunt you. You have past 
experiences that scarred you. Perhaps you have been victimized. Regardless of 
the kind of baggage, the fact is something in your life makes you feel unworthy or 
inferior.  
Paul could never forget the faces of the men and women he had arrested for the 
crime of proclaiming Jesus the risen son of God. He could not scrub from his 
memory that image of Stephen being stoned for his faith, or the sound of his 
voice when he looked up to Heaven and with his dying breath said, “Look, I see 
Heaven opened up and the Son of man standing at the right hand of God.”  
Paul could not forget when he watched the execution of Stephen, that moment 
when the witnesses came and laid their coats at his feet and young Saul looked 
on with smug approval as the last flicker of life slipped out of Stephen. Driven by 
misguided zeal and nearly mad with anger, Saul invested everything in stopping 
this Christian movement from poisoning his beloved Jewish faith and nothing 
gave him greater joy than inflict pain and suffering on its followers. But very soon 
Saul met the King of kings and Lord or Lords and became one of them. Now he 
looks back at his foolish behavior, at his gross blindness and he can’t scrub from 
his memory the pain and suffering he inflicted on the very people he now came to 
love so dearly.  
But Paul does this incredible thing. He takes all the pain, all that sorrow, all that 
guilt, all that grief and he puts it under the blood. He knows full well what he did 
was so wrong, but he uses that testimony to talk about something called grace.  
“10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not without effect.” 
Your baggage can seem to be an unbearable weight. It may seem that your past 
is so bad, that you caused so much pain, that you did so much damage and 
harm that God could never really forgive you. You think you are doomed to live 
the rest of your life paying the price for your failures. You may think you are 
consigned to live under the dark cloud of your guilt and you will never be free 
from your past.  
But your despair is nothing but propaganda from Hell. Satan wants to you live in 
defeat and the bondage of your past failures and experiences. But grace comes 
to set you free from that prison.  
“By God’s grace I am what I am.” You can’t get there without God’s grace. You 
have tried to put it all behind you, but it is only by God’s grace we can lay the 
past aside and start afresh. No matter where you are today, and no matter how 
far you have to go. By God’s grace you have the power to say, “Thank God I am 
not what I used to be.” That was then. This is now. Yesterday is gone. This is a 
brand new day and your testimony is not what you used to be, but, by grace, 
what you are today.  
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C. Excuse	#3	–	I	am	incapable	
10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not without effect. No, 
I worked harder than all of them—yet not I, but the grace of God that was with 
me. 11 Whether, then, it is I or they, this is what we preach, and this is what you believed. 
Grace not only made Paul worthy, grace made Paul capable.  
God doesn’t call the equipped. He equips the called.  
The mentality of the world we live in is we demand qualifications and experience. 
That is understandable. But when we are talking about working for God, laboring 
in his vineyard, he doesn’t require capability as the number one prerequisite. He 
requires obedience. He will do empower you. He will help strengthen you. He will 
help you learn what you need.  


