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Chapters 12, 13 and 14 all three deal with the role of the Holy Spirit in church worship. 
Although the subtopic now changes, the two major topical themes (love and unity) that 
have underpinned all subject matters Paul has dealt with thus far still continue through 
these chapters.  
In chapter 12, we learn of two important aspects of the Spirit in the church.  
First, it is only by the Holy Spirit that people can confess Jesus is Lord.  
Second, the Spirit endows individuals within the church with gifts so they can all function 
together for the common good.  
In the 13th chapter, we find that the gifts must operate on a foundation of love.  
In the 14th chapter, Paul narrows his focus down, comparing and evaluating the two gifts 
of prophecy and tongues.  

I. Who	Are	The	Truly	Spiritual	People?	
Now about the gifts of the Spirit, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed. 2 You 
know that when you were pagans, somehow or other you were influenced and led astray to mute 
idols. 3 Therefore I want you to know that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus 
be cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.4 There are different 
kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. 5 There are different kinds of service, but the 
same Lord. 6 There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same 
God at work.7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.8 To 
one there is given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by 
means of the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that 
one Spirit, 10 to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing 
between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the 
interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes 
them to each one, just as he determines. 

The NIV has taken some liberties in translating this verse and inserted the phrase “gifts of 
the Spirit” where in the Greek only the word “Pneumatica” appears. “Now concerning 
spiritual” (without a definite subject associated with spiritual). Because Paul goes on to 
talk about gifts, it is tempting to assume “spiritual” means “spiritual gifts.” However, the 
overall message of chapter 12 is not just about the gifts, but about people who have gifts 
and how those people are supposed to work together in making the church functional.  
37 If anyone thinks they are a prophet or otherwise gifted by the Spirit, let them acknowledge that 
what I am writing to you is the Lord’s command. 

This gives even more credibility to the idea that throughout these three chapters, the 
overarching theme has more to do with the question of spiritual people than spiritual gifts.  
In every issue Paul has dealt with so far, we have seen him make mention of a 
secondary issue of the Corinthians arguing over spiritual superiority. Now Paul addresses 
this directly.  
The Corinthians had some misgivings about what truly defined a spiritual person. It 
seems they prized certain gifts of the spirit above others and believed those who 
operated in those esteemed gifts were deemed to be the more spiritual.  
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II. The	Uniqueness	of	the	Christian	Experience	
2 You know that when you were pagans, somehow or other you were influenced and led astray to 
mute idols. 3 Therefore I want you to know that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, 
“Jesus be cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit. 

The presence and power of the Holy Spirit distinguishes the church from all other 
religions, especially the pagan religion the people of Corinth came out of.  
Paul points back to the spiritual experiences these coverts from paganism had in their 
former idolatrous religion.  

A. Ecstatic	spiritual	experiences	are	not	exclusive	to	Christianity	
First, understand that people can indeed have ecstatic spiritual experiences in false 
religions, and these converted pagans must have had some of those experiences. 
Whatever they experienced was the counterfeit to the genuine operation of the Holy Spirit 
in the Christian church. In the pagan religion, spiritual leaders were undoubtedly 
distinguished by the frequency or intensity of their ecstatic experiences, and such people 
were viewed as the spiritual leaders. That mentality carried over into the church after their 
conversion: certain spiritual gifts were preferred and those who operated in those gifts 
were more highly esteemed.  

B. There	should	be	a	test	
When Paul clarifies that no one speaking by the power of the Holy Spirit can call Jesus 
accursed and no one can call Jesus Lord without the power of the Holy Spirit, he is 
essentially saying that not all ecstatic utterances that may happen in a church setting are 
necessarily genuine expressions of the Holy Spirit. We should be able to apply some sort 
of legitimacy test, and we can. First, any prophetic word that denies Jesus is false. 
Second, although some may make a pretense of calling Jesus Lord who are not true 
believers, only those who by the Spirit call him Lord are legitimately born again believers. 
We are born again by the Spirit, not by merely making a verbal declaration. It has to 
come from the heart by the Spirit, then through the mouth.  
But the reason Paul had to make this distinction is because these people had a difficult 
time totally separating their ecstatic spiritual experiences in their former pagan worship 
from the spiritual experiences in their newfound Christianity. Some of the manifestations 
were very similar. But two distinctions set Christianity clearly apart: The pagans would 
curse and deny Jesus.  
So, the beginning of true spirituality is confessing Jesus is Lord.  

III. The	Distribution	of	Gifts	in	the	Body	of	Christ	
4 There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. 5 There are different kinds 
of service, but the same Lord. 6 There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in 
everyone it is the same God at work.7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for 
the common good. 
It has been suggested that verse 7 is the thesis statement for this chapter. Verses 8-10 
develop “to each one is given” and verses 12-26 develop “for the common good.”  

A. A	gift	for	everyone!	
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First, spiritual gifts are always given to be used, not horded, not wasted.  
Second, spiritual gifts are always to be used for the common good, for the edification of 
the body, not for personal gain or notoriety. Gifts, when properly used, promote the unity 
in the body and do not divide.  
The gifts listed are wisdom, knowledge, faith, gifts of healing, miraculous powers, 
prophecy, discerning of spirits, tongues, and interpretation of tongues. These nine gifts 
are often divided into three categories; mind gifts, power gifts, and vocal gifts. Or, gifts to 
help us know, gifts to help us do, and gifts to help us speak.  
While the Assemblies of God hold to the belief that tongues is the initial physical 
evidence of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, it is also generally understood that to be 
different in application and usage from the gift of tongues listed here. Some may have 
received the baptism in the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in tongues and 
never feel particularly gifted to contribute to a worship service through a message in 
tongues.  
As the Charismatic movement swept through the U.S. from the 1960’s on, there 
developed a belief to challenge the doctrine of tongues as the initial physical evidence of 
the Spirit baptism as many charismatics claimed to have a baptism experience but 
received another gift as their evidence. I don’t particularly care to have a contentious 
debate about that, because I care more about people being used by the Holy Spirit in 
advancing the kingdom no matter which theological path they took to get there. I care 
about the working of miracles. I care about healing of the sick. I care about souls being 
won to the Lord. I care about people being discipled.  
It is God’s will and desire and design that the church function by the gifted contribution of 
each member. It is God’s will and design that you have a gift and that you operate in that 
gift. The church is limited by those who do not contribute their part.  
It is God’s will and design that the Spirit does his work through a variety of individuals 
instead of just one person, that the recipients of the gifts learn how to apply their gifts in 
concert with the rest of the believers so the church functions as one body.  

IV. Let’s	Talk	About	The	Body	
We don’t really get it until we fully grasp the significance of the body. If we review what 
Paul has taught in this letter, we discover Paul has made repeated references to the 
“body” with reference to our duties and relationships to each other and to God. In the 6th 
chapter, Paul teaches us that a believer’s body belongs to Christ, and consequently 
makes it wholly incompatible for a man to become one “body” with a prostitute while 
belonging to the body of Christ. Then Paul instructs the Corinthians to be careful to use 
their body to glorify Christ since their bodies were the temple of the Holy Spirit and 
belonged to God. Then in chapters 10 and 11, Paul reminds them that the loaf not only 
represents the body of Christ that was broken, but also the unity of all believers as the 
body of Christ (we who are many are one body). This language is not mere analogy, but 
it is actuality. We are not “like” the body of Christ, we ARE the body of Christ.  
Now Paul puts his heaviest emphasis on what it means to be the body of Christ by using 
the image of the body to express these powerful truths about the church. 
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12 Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with 
Christ. 13 For we were all baptized by[c] one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or 
Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 14 Even so the body is not 
made up of one part but of many. 
15 Now if the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” it would not 
for that reason stop being part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, 
I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of the body. 17 If the 
whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, 
where would the sense of smell be? 18 But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, every one 
of them, just as he wanted them to be. 19 If they were all one part, where would the body be? 20 As 
it is, there are many parts, but one body. 
21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t 
need you!” 22 On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are 
indispensable, 23 and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor. And the 
parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, 24 while our presentable parts need 
no special treatment. But God has put the body together, giving greater honor to the parts that 
lacked it,25 so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal 
concern for each other. 26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every 
part rejoices with it. 

A. Truth	#1	–	Each	member	of	the	body	is	equally	part	of	the	body.		
  Just because a foot is not an eye, or an eye is not a hand, does not mean each is not a 
part of the body.  

B. Truth	#2	-	All	parts	of	the	body	are	necessary	to	the	completion	and	perfect	
function	of	the	body.	

C. Truth	#3	–	Diversity	is	vital	to	the	proper	function	of	the	body.		
When trouble arises in the church, it is always traceable to a dysfunction in the body.  
1. Disrespect: As Paul points out, there may be people in the church that think others are 
less important and treat them with less respect. As Paul says, “The eye cannot say to the 
hand, “I don’t need you.” The head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need you.” 
2. Envy and Discontent: There sometimes seems to be envy and discontent in the body. 
One sees the function of another as more glamorous and the foot suddenly desires to be 
the hand or the eye. Functioning out of one’s calling and purpose and ability disrupts the 
body.  
3. Discord: The body parts refuse to work together. Each member must do its part. No 
single person can do it all. I need you. I need your talent and your gifting. We need each 
other. We only truly function as a whole body when everyone is doing their part.  

D. Not	every	person	attending	a	church	is	part	of	the	body	of	Christ.		
We become a member of the body of Christ by being baptized into the body by the Holy 
Spirit. In other words, the true body of Christ is composed of those who have had this life-
changing encounter with the Holy Spirit, who births them into the body of Christ.  
We are all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body. (vs 13) 
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V. The	Application	to	the	Church	
27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 28 And God has placed in the 
church first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, of 
helping, of guidance, and of different kinds of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are 
all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30 Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all 
interpret? 31 Now eagerly desire the greater gifts. 

A. Our	physical	body	operates	on	a	basis	of	system	priorities.		
Your heart has a higher priority than your digestive system. If you exercise before your 
food is digested, your heart receives all the attention and the digestive system operates 
at a secondary level.  
In the body of Christ there is a similar priority system. Paul makes a quick list that 
indicates a certain degree of priority. God set in the church FIRST OF ALL apostles, 
prophets and teachers. After that come the rest of the gifts: miracles gifts of healing, (and 
now some additional gifts not before mentioned) helping, guidance, tongues.  
Not everyone is expected to be a prophet or a teacher. Not everyone is expected to work 
miracles. Not everyone is expected to give guidance. Each is gifted to complete the body 
in their own way as it pleases God.  
Every person baptized into the body of Christ has a purpose in the body. The Spirit 
doesn’t baptize people into the body to have no function. That means you are gifted to do 
something that empowers you to contribute to the full function of the body.  
Do you know what your gift is? Are you being used in your gift? Do you understand your 
purpose?  
So, who are the real spiritual people? Everyone who has been birthed into the body of 
Christ by the Spirit. And everyone plays an important role in how well the body functions. 
We are united, but we are diverse. We function in our distinct gift to make the body 
complete. The entire body knows when the smallest member is hurting. Your gift is 
unique and the body doesn’t function properly without you.  
That is what it means to be the body of Christ.  


