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14 So then, my dear friends, flee from idolatry. 15 I am speaking to thoughtful people. Consider 
what I say. 16 Is not the cup of blessing that we bless a sharing in the blood of Christ? Is not the 
bread that we break a sharing in the body of Christ? 17 Because there is one bread, we who are 
many are one body, for we all share the one bread. 18 Look at the people of Israel. Are not those 
who eat the sacrifices partners in the altar? 19 Am I saying that idols or food sacrificed to them 
amount to anything? 20 No, I mean that what the pagans sacrifice is to demons and not to God. I 
do not want you to be partners with demons. 21 You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup 
of demons. You cannot take part in the table of the Lord and the table of demons. 22 Or are we 
trying to provoke the Lord to jealousy? Are we really stronger than he is? 

I. There	Are	No	Inoculations	Against	Sin		
As I mentioned in the previous sermon, the examples of Israel in the wilderness served 
to remind us that just being part of God’s master plan or in the presence of great 
miracles doesn’t guarantee us that we have God’s pleasure or that we will escape 
punishment for wrong doing. Paul continues that thought in this passage.  
When Paul emphatically calls on the Christians to “flee from idolatry”, he is 
unmistakably making a reference to the fact that sin is dangerous and is not to be trifled 
with.  
In the past week, there was a news story of a man in Florida who boasted he was going 
to kiss a rattle snake in the mouth. The snake bit him on the tongue and they had to 
rush him to the hospital. The man who owned the snake said, “I guess he said he could 
kiss the devil and get away with it, but evidently he didn’t.”  Everything about that story 
exemplifies the danger and foolishness of trifling with sin.  
Notice the two ordinances of the church are mentioned or alluded to in this chapter – 
water baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Scholars think it is very likely that Paul mentioned 
these two things because some people at the Corinthian church thought they had some 
kind of immunity to sin because they had been baptized into Christ and because they 
participated in the Eucharist. Having this false sense of security because of their 
religious rites, they dared to move beyond merely eating sacrificial meats and actually 
starting dining with the pagans at their idolatrous feasts. After all, they had been 
baptized. They take communion regularly. They began to believe they could kiss the 
devil and get away with it. But you can’t kiss a rattlesnake. In this particular case, Paul 
puts a warning sign up in front of idolatry. He says to flee from it. He doesn’t 
recommend flirting with it. Flee. 
This passage has a few parallels to the 6th chapter where Paul gives direction 
concerning sexual immorality.  
In both cases, they are commanded to flee.  
In both cases, Paul emphasizes the exclusive relationship every born again believer is 
supposed to have with Christ. (You can’t be joined to a prostitute and joined to Christ. 
You can’t participate in the pagan feasts and the Lord’s supper). In both cases, Paul 
says in his summary statement that they are expected to honor God and bring glory to 
Him.  
Paul’s argument here can be summarized in this way:  



You Can’t Kiss A Rattlesnake 

 2 

1. There	is	no	spiritual	status	you	can	achieve	that	makes	you	immune	to	sin	–	
not	through	partaking	of	the	blessings	of	God;	not	through	water	baptism;	
not	through	communion.	Hence	the	grave	warning		

Let the one who thinks he is standing be careful that he does not fall! (vs 12) 

2. You	are	getting	too	cozy	with	sin.	Eating	sacrificial	meat	is	one	thing,	but	you	
have	graduated	to	actually	dining	with	the	pagans	in	the	temple	in	their	
idolatrous	feasts.	You	have	crossed	the	line.	Your	Christian	liberty	has	turned	
to	moral	compromise	

3. Have	NOTHING	to	do	with	idolatry.	Don’t	worship	idols.	Don’t	attend	idol	
worship	services.	Don’t	dine	with	pagans	at	idol	worship	feasts.	You	are	
trying	to	kiss	the	snake	and	it	will	strike.	The	only	remedy	is	“Flee	from	
idolatry.”		

II. You	Can’t	Flee	From	Idolatry	If	You	Don’t	Recognize	It		
Typically, spiritual applications can be made at least at two levels – collectively (to the 
church) and personally (to the individual).  
We can loosely define an idol as anything that displaces God; anything that eclipses 
God; anything that distracts us from God. When Paul summarized this passage, he 
said, “ Whatever you do, glorify God.” That is a good litmus test in discerning idols. If it 
draws glory away from God, it is idolatrous.  
Within that context, Paul could literally be asking the Corinthians, “How does 
participating in the idolatrous feasts glorify God?” The answer is quite simple: it doesn’t.  
But one might be tempted to argue, “We do lots of things that don’t directly bring glory to 
God. We have various forms of recreation that don’t necessarily glorify God. We have 
hobbies that are not sinful but don’t necessarily glorify God. We go grocery shopping 
and that doesn’t necessarily glorify God. We mow the lawn and that doesn’t necessarily 
glorify God. Are we supposed to do nothing but religious, worshipful things?”  
Not, that is not the point. It wasn’t the mere eating of food that bothered Paul. It was the 
compromising circumstances surrounding the feast that he objected to. Paul was 
basically instructing them, “Make choices that do not rob God of his rightful glory. Don’t 
traffic with the pagans in their idolatrous worship services. They are not honoring God 
and you should not participate!”  
What kind of idols are attempting to creep into the church and into our lives?  
Here are a few examples of idolatry infecting Christianity 

A. Idolizing	people	
Our culture is jam-packed with celebrities. Celebrities are not self-made. They are 
created by people around them; people who idolize them; people who fawn over them. 
Some inherit fame as a result of their deeds or attributes. Albert Einstein. Bill Gates. 
Winston Churchill. Hitler is synonymous with evil and depravity. But then, there are 
some people who seek fame. They work to achieve celebrity status. Then look at those 



You Can’t Kiss A Rattlesnake 

 3 

who achieve it. They spend the rest of their life disguising themselves in public so as not 
to be recognized.  
Common people create celebrities by idolizing. That is the problem. Idolizing people. I 
don’t get nervous or excited about the prospect of meeting famous people. I don’t care. 
They are just people. But our culture idolizes people. I see people on Facebook use 
idolatrous language about musicians or actors. People will flock to see a celebrity in 
concert or giving a speech. Why do we idolize people? Why do we treat them special 
because of their talent or their fame? We do people fawn over them? I don’t get it.  
On a personal level, we have to check ourselves that we don’t get caught up in celebrity 
worship.  
But on a church level, we also have to be careful. We absolutely cannot put leaders in 
the church world on a pedestal to be worshipped. I knew of people in my church who 
would go crazy when some famous healing evangelist held a crusade in the area, but 
they could not find their way to church three weeks in a row.  

B. Worshiping	worship.		
One of my deep concerns for the 21s century church is how worship is replacing the 
preaching of the word as the centerpiece of the church. Corporate worship is an 
important part of our gathering together. But when worship carries the day and the 
message from the pulpit is weak, or highly forgettable, or nothing but a clever 
motivational speech, we have idolatry in the church.  

C. Cultural	relevance	
There is a trend in the 21st century American church for pastors to search for sermons 
that will appeal to people and attract crowds. Cultural relevance has become a defining 
force in the church. Woe to the pastor who hesitates to preach the truth for fear of who it 
may offend. Woe to the church that waters down the word to avoid offending someone.  
There was an article that came out this week about the shocking decline of the 
Presbyterian church. It is on the skids. This is the result of the some of the 
compromising decisions the church has made in recent years. After they moved to 
ordain homosexual priests in their church, the people started leaving. The church was 
trying to stay relevant to American culture and be politically correct and they changed 
the truth of God into a lie. That is idolatry.  
In their mad pursuit for cultural relevance, the truth has been prostituted out.  
In Paul’s second letter to the Corinthian church, he scolds the church for chasing after 
another Jesus, another spirit, and another gospel. We have the same problems 
attacking the church today - worshipping another Jesus that requires no discipline of his 
followers, no cross to bear; chasing after another spirit that entertains rather than guides 
and convicts; preaching another gospel that tickles and pleases and bends to  cultural 
whims. This is idolatry. 

D. Tradition	
In recent history, this has been one of the worst offenders in the catalog of idols in the 
church. We settle into customary habits, which become traditions, which become sacred 
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cows. Woe to the person who dares to touch a sacred cow. Jesus addressed this 
problem with the Jews on multiple occasions. He denounced the Pharisees for making 
the word of God ineffective through their traditions. Can we be honest enough to 
distinguish between tradition and moral absolutes?  

E. Sensationalism	
This is a recurring problem for the church. People have a tendency to chase after 
manifestations they have dubbed “signs and wonders.” Within the Catholic religion they 
have their own versions of this, people making pilgrimages around the globe to see 
bleeding statues, weeping portraits, random appearances of the Virgin Mary, or faint 
images of Jesus appearing on walls, in flowers, or on burnt toast or pancakes. Right 
now, there is a rock that bears a mysterious likeness of the image of Mother Mary and 
baby Jesus for sale on Ebay for $9,999.  
I Quebec, a cook in a senior center sliced open a potato that happened to reveal the 
shape of a cross on the inside. The senior residents claim the potato is a sign of destiny 
and brings they great comfort and security. They dried the potato to preserve it and it 
was placed in a special display case for all future generations to behold.  
But within the Pentecostal/Charismatic there are equally absurd stories to tell. There are 
popular hot spots in our nation where it is purported angel feathers keep falling on 
people, gold dust rains out of the atmosphere coating all the people in glitter, mysterious 
clouds appear in the sanctuary like that produced by fog machines, and mysterious orbs 
of light appear in photos taken in church. Some students of a school of prophecy have 
taken up the practice of grave soaking, in which they seek out the graves of preachers 
from the past who were notorious for healing or working miracles, and they lay on the 
grave to soak up the spirit of the deceased.  
Paul emphatically instructed the church that idolatry was unacceptable. For the 
Corinthians, it was a matter of literally participating in pagan idol feasts. Idolatry is more 
subtle in the 21st century, but no less dangerous. We should view this passage as a 
clear warning to the 21st century American church.  

III. In	Summary	(23-33)		
Paul’s summary to the Corinthian church is as follows: 

A. Although	everything	is	lawful,	not	everything	is	beneficial.	Use	wisdom.	
B. Don’t	be	so	wrapped	up	in	yourself	that	you	give	no	consideration	to	how	your	

Christian	brother	and	sister	is	impacted	by	your	actions.		
C. Eat	anything	in	the	marketplace	without	question	of	conscience	
D. If	you	are	invited	to	the	home	of	an	unbeliever,	eat	whatever	is	served.	
E. However,	if	an	immature	believer	is	uncomfortable	with	eating	sacrificial	meats,	

make	a	concession	for	their	sake.	It	is	not	worth	offending	them.		
F. Whether	you	eat	or	drink	–	whatever	you	do	–	let	this	be	your	guiding	principle:	

make	sure	God	is	glorified	in	your	actions	and	your	attitude.		
G. It	is	not	all	about	us!	Not	if	we	are	truly	interested	in	winning	others	to	Christ;	not	

if	we	are	interested	in	helping	nurture	and	develop	and	disciple	others.		


