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10 But for those who are married, I have a command that comes not from me, but from the 
Lord.  A wife must not leave her husband. 11 But if she does leave him, let her remain 
single or else be reconciled to him. And the husband must not leave his wife. 
12 Now, I will speak to the rest of you, though I do not have a direct command from the 
Lord. If a fellow believer has a wife who is not a believer and she is willing to continue 
living with him, he must not leave her. 13 And if a believing woman has a husband who is 
not a believer and he is willing to continue living with her, she must not leave him. 14 For 
the believing wife brings holiness to her marriage, and the believing husband brings 
holiness to his marriage. Otherwise, your children would not be holy, but now they are 
holy. 15 (But if the husband or wife who isn’t a believer insists on leaving, let them go. In 
such cases the believing husband or wife[e] is no longer bound to the other, for God has 
called you to live in peace.)16 Don’t you wives realize that your husbands might be saved 
because of you? And don’t you husbands realize that your wives might be saved because 
of you?  (NLT) 

I. Question	#1			
DEAR PAUL, 
My husband and I are both believers, but our marriage is struggling. I thought I 
was safe marrying within my faith, but I have now discovered that even Christian 
couples can face some hard challenges in their relationship. I am so 
disappointed and have seriously been thinking of leaving my husband. It just 
doesn’t seem we were meant for each other. There is no chemistry. Is there any 
way for me to get out of this dead-end relationship?  
Signed, “Deep regrets” 
Paul writes back, “Dear Regrets. I am going to give you the same command our 
Lord and Savior gave on this matter. You have no grounds to dissolve your 
marriage simply because you are unhappy. The wife cannot leave the husband. 
But to be fair, neither can the husband leave his wife over such relational 
matters. Work it out!”  
Marriage is hard work. Relationships are messy. They can go from pleasant to 
miserable in 10 seconds. Anyone who thought marriage would be 90% bliss got 
some bad advice, or read too many romance novels.  
But both Jesus and Paul emphasized the fact that marriage was intended by God 
to be a life-long commitment to one person. That is why you must be very careful 
in making your choice. You are committing yourself to a relationship for the rest 
of your life.  
I have seen people who were planning on getting married and all the evidence 
was there that they were making a high-risk gamble.  
Desperate people make bad choices. Young people who panic about their 
singleness quite often make hasty decisions in choosing their marriage partner. 
Widows and widowers have been known to make marriage choices out of 
loneliness and desire for security that don’t always work out well.  
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One of the most important factors in making a good choice in marriage is for 
believers to marry believers. That alone is going to eliminate many problems, but 
it doesn’t eliminate all problems. If you think you have problems in a Christian 
marriage, you don’t even want to know what kind of problems can arise if you are 
married to an unbeliever.  
Paul realized that some would undoubtedly feel they were simply incapable of 
continuing in the marriage due to the extreme stress, so he said, “If you insist on 
leaving, then, leave. But you cannot remarry unless you are reconciled to your 
former spouse.”  
You see the question is not, “Would you be better off with another husband (or 
wife)? The question is, “Would you be better off living as a divorced, single 
person for the rest of your life or working out your problems and staying with our 
spouse?”  

II. Question	#2	
DEAR PAUL,  
My wife and I come from a pagan background. I was recently converted to the 
Christian faith and have joined the church at Corinth. However, my wife does not 
understand my new faith and has no desire to become a Christian. She thinks I 
have lost my mind and I can’t even get her to attend church with me. Since my 
conversion, I don’t feel right participating in the pagan celebrations and this has 
caused a great deal of tension in our marriage. I don’t know what to do now that 
we are basically going in two different directions. I know you said we should not 
associate with ungodly people. I try to get rid of the pagan idols and articles out 
of our house, but my wife won’t let me  throw them out. I am worried that God will 
not be happy for me to be in a relationship with a pagan. I am further concerned 
about the influence my wife will have over our children. Should I take the children 
and leave my wife so we can properly serve the Lord?  
Signed, A New Creature 
“Dear Creature: You must not initiate a divorce based on your recent conversion. 
If your wife is content to remain married to you, stay with her. This is now your 
mission field. Don’t worry about your own salvation being tainted by your wife’s 
paganism. God won’t judge you for what she does, even if it means you have to 
negotiate some of the articles that remain in your house. The fact is, you have a 
much greater chance of having a spiritual influence over her than she will have 
over you. Also, your children will be much better off having your Christian 
influence in your life than to risk losing contact with them after the divorce. You 
are the light in the darkness of our home and family. If she is happy to stay, let 
her stay. If she insists on leaving you, you have to let her go. You can’t abandon 
your faith to keep your marriage together, and you can’t abandon your marriage 
to protect your faith.”  
The NRSV gives some good clarity here.  
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16 Don’t you wives realize that your husbands might be saved because of you? And don’t 
you husbands realize that your wives might be saved because of you?  (NRSV) 

Now, the difficult part of this passage is what Paul says next: if the unbeliever 
departs, the believer is not under bondage in such cases.”  
There are two major schools of thought and both have some pretty convincing 
arguments. One believes that Paul is saying that believer is no longer under the 
bondage of the marriage agreement and is therefore free to remarry. The other 
group believes that “not under bondage” refers to being set free from the former 
difficulties and restrictions that existed in that marriage and the released spouse 
is free to serve the Lord without distraction, but that doesn’t free them to be 
remarry. Some heavyweight scholars have waded in on this including John Piper 
who believes the deserted party is not free to remarry, and Craig Keener who 
wrote a book called, “And marries another…” in which he makes a scriptural case 
that victims of divorce are no longer bound by their previous marriage vows. 
Victims would include those who are abandoned and those whose spouses have 
cheated on them. It is interesting that grace seems to be the issue that 
distinguishes Keener’s group from Piper’s. It is a bit legalistic to insist that the 
victim who has been abandoned must be relegated to life as a single person 
through no fault of their own. 

A. “Remain	as	you	were	when	God	first	called	you.”	
Here are two things we have to understand in order to grasp what Paul is saying.  
First, Paul is giving advice to people who think that now that they can improve 
their standing with God by changing their marital status. The miserable woman in 
the first letter thinks her dysfunctional marriage is draining her spiritually. She 
hopes Paul will say, “for the sake of your salvation and your sanity and your 
peace of mind, you need to get out of that dead-end marriage.” But Paul doesn’t 
give her that leeway. To the man who thinks his new-found salvation requires 
him to divorce his pagan, unconverted wife, Paul says “That is the way you were 
when you got saved. Stay the course!”  
Paul goes even further to suggest that even if a single person gets saved, he or 
she doesn’t have to get married to be the kind of person God wants them to be if 
they truly are happy being single. Whatever marital status you were in when you 
were saved, your salvation doesn’t require you to change that to further please 
the Lord. However, you are free to, if you so choose.  
Second, if Paul sounds a bit biased, he admits he is. He prefers his single status 
and believes it is less encumbering to serving the Lord. But he is clear in saying 
that is his opinion and not a directive from the Lord. (You really have to admire 
Paul for being responsible enough to separate opinion from authoritative 
directives from the Lord, especially since he was in such a powerful position and 
could easily have crossed over the line.) 
Paul uses two examples from ancient Judaism to illustrate his point: The religious 
rite of circumcision and the social issue of slavery. In both cases, he says that 
whatever state one is in when coming to salvation, don’t think salvation is a 
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mandate to change your state. (Paul was talking about bondservants, not human 
trafficking). These two examples are used merely to further illustrate Paul’s point. 
Don’t think salvation makes you change  EVERYTHING about you. You need 
only change the immoral things.  

III. Question	#3		(vss	25-39)	
DEAR PAUL, 
I am a single, adult. I get advice from everyone. Some of my friends keep trying 
to tell me to get married and some tell me to enjoy my freedom as a single 
person because marriage changes everything! I am not really against being 
married, but I don’t want to get married just because everyone expects me to. I 
get conflicting advice. Some tell me I will be miserable being single all my life and 
others tell me I will have more problems than I ever hoped for if I get married. 
What should I do?  
Signed, Perplexed 
“Dear Perplexed: Considering the perilous times we are living in, you might want 
to strongly consider putting off marriage. Things are going to get much worse for 
Christians before they get better. However, that is just my opinion. If you choose 
to get married, you are not sinning. But be forewarned, marriage is a big 
responsibility. Don’t get married for frivolous reasons. Don’t get married out of 
desperation. Don’t get married to be like your friends. If you get married, you 
have to be willing to accept the responsibilities that go along with marriage. You 
are no longer concerned only about yourself. You have another person in your 
life you have to take into consideration in everything you do. If you don’t like 
sharing your life and your time and your attention; if you don’t like negotiating and 
sacrificing; if you are afraid of hard work, forget it! You don’t have any business 
being married. I would personally like to see everyone forget about getting 
entangled in marriage and just serve the Lord like me. But the fact is, it is up to 
you. If you choose not to get married, you have not sinned. If you choose to get 
married, you have not sinned. It is really your choice. There is only one 
stipulation- you must honor God in all things.  
Furthermore, to any widow who is thinking about getting remarried, you are free 
to do so if you desire. The only requirement is you have to marry a believer. But if 
you want my personal opinion, don’t remarry. You will have to start all over in 
training a new husband, and who wants to have to do that?”  


