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Church Events 

• 9.1 — Baptism: Bennett 

James Seifert 

• 9.4 – Rebekah Circle, SS 

Teachers Mtg, Baby 

Shower 

• 9.8 – Rally Sunday 

• 9.11 — Martha Circle, 

Church Council, 

Confirmation Parents 

and Students Mtg 

• 9.18 — Confirmation 

Instruction Starts 

• 9.25 — Turkey Supper 

 



Will Our Children 
Have Faith? 
By Pastor Tom 

  

Children are taught to believe in God.  It 
does not happen by accident.  It needs to be 
the primary concern of faithful parents, 
grandparents, family members, and Christian 
friends.  This concern for our children’s faith 
requires dedication from families, 
congregations, Sunday schools, and youth 
groups.  Children need to be taught what to 
believe, because children believe what they 
are taught. 

Do not kid yourselves; the enemies of God 

If our children are to have faith, we 
must all work together.  Children need 
to learn the stories of the Bible and 
memorize key passages.  This early 
training in Scripture provides the 
framework for adult faith later in life.  
Children need to learn to pray.  This 
includes both memorizing traditional 
prayers and learning how to talk to 
God about our lives and our concerns.  
A good Sunday school program will 
help with this, but it needs to be in the 

are working overtime to teach children 
NOT to believe in God.  Take a few 
minutes to watch what our children see on 
television, what they see in movies, and 
what they encounter on the Internet.  It 
teaches them that commercials should 
shape our true desires.  It teaches that 
happiness only comes from possessing the 
right things.  And it teaches our children to 
place their own happiness above any other 
value or duty.  Our children begin to take 
in this false teaching from a very early age. 

home as a part of everyday life.  Children 
not only learn from what their parents 
teach them, but they learn from what they 
see their parents doing.  Parents who 
study God’s word, worship regularly, and 
pray together as families are preparing 
their children to have faith.  

 

Jesus said, "Let the little children come to 
me and do not hinder them, for to such 
belongs the kingdom of 
heaven." (Matthew 19:14 ESV) 



Church Council Rolls 

Out Give Plus 
In September, the church council is 

rolling out a new online product to 

enable members to manage their 

congregational giving  using  their 

computers and/or cell phones.  It 

will be an additional option to the other ways members have always given 

monetary gifts to Aurdal.  

The Give Plus application allows users to directly give money from their 

bank accounts on a one time basis or as a reoccurring scheduled gift.  Rep-

resentatives of the council have worked with the makers of Give Plus to set 

up a system that is tailored specifically for Aurdal’s needs.  This will per-

mit givers to designate the funds where they want their gift to go.  

The council plans to make a special presentation about this new facility 

during worship on Rally Sunday.  They will show examples of how the sys-

tem works and be prepared to answer 

questions.  The council also plans to pro-

vide ongoing help for users who need it. 

This new system will benefit Aurdal by: 

• Effortlessly adding a giving op-
tion to Aurdal’s website 

• Accepting recurring donations 
with ease 

• Adding multiple funds for our 
members  to designate gifts 

• Encouraging regular year-around 
giving 

• Streamlining some church finan-
cial tasks 



 

Rally Sunday: September 8th  
• Sunday School starts at 9:00 

A.M. 

• Classes are for kids age 4 

through  6th grade. 

• Congregational dinner will be 

after Church. 

• Main Course will be provided. 

• Sunday school families are asked to bring salads. 

Sunday School  

2019 — 2020 
For our Sunday school curriculum in 2019-2020 Aurdal 

will be using Sola Publishing’s new online resource for 

Christian educational materials called SEED: the Sola 

Electronic Education Database. This new subscription-

based resource provides teachers with tools to build a Sunday School program and 

lead classes, with original resources printed in full color! This year's curriculum pro-

vides a full Bible overview — from Genesis to Revelation — with a collection of online 

media for each lesson, including new artwork, video presentations, updated teaching 

ideas, crafts, and more!   

Linked with Worship 
Sunday worship themes  and sermon texts will follow the  

weekly focus of the Seed Sunday school material.  This will  

better integrate our parish’s Biblical learning for all ages. 

 

Sunday School  

Teachers 

PLEASE  COME: A Sunday 

school teachers meeting is 

scheduled for Wednesday, 

September  4th at 6:00 PM.   

 



 

Confirmation Instruction 

Important Dates: 

• Parents and Students involved with this year’s confirmation in-

struction will meet for an introductory session Wednesday, 

September 11 at 6:30 P.M.  

• Confirmation classes start Wednesday, September 18, at 

3:45 P.M. 

• Students  being confirmed this year and their parents will meet 

in October after Pastor Karen gets back. TBA 

• Our service for all those being confirmed will be on Sunday, 

October 29th. 

 

Confirmation Curriculum 

This fall our confirmation students will be study-

ing the Ten Commandments using Sola Publish-

ing’s Confirmation Curriculum. The Ten Com-

mandments resource book provides a ten-week 

unit, which includes one session on each of the 

Commandments. The Scripture focus in the Ten 

Commandment series is on Moses and the Exo-

dus Cycle, with Bible Study lessons taken primar-

ily from the Pentateuch —the first five books of 

the Bible. 



AURDAL 

WOMEN’S 

TURKEY 

SUPPER 

WEDNESDAY  
SEPTEMBER 25TH 

5:00-7:00PM 
Turkey, Dressing, 

Mashed Potatoes, Gravy, 

Glazed Carrots, and 

Scrumptious Apple Cake 

with Carmel Sauce. 

PRICES: 

Adults: $10.00 

Children Ages 5-12:  $6.00 

Under 5: Free 

Take-outs available 

Reminder to WOW Ladies 

We need your help in preparing and serving the upcoming turkey supper.  

We can make this supper a huge success if we all volunteer and work to-

gether.  Please say “YES” if called to bring food or volunteer to help. 

If you’re not able to participate or bring food 

please bring $10 to the church office or mail to:  

Rhonda Nelson, WOW Treasurer, 404 145th 

Avenue NE, Portland, ND 58274 

If you have questions, please contact: 

Peggy Fyre at 701-430-8990 or 

Gail Strand at 701-371-0183 



Church Organ 

Concerns 

The Church Council is concerned about the 

future of our church organ.  During a report 

by our organist, Otto Muecke, the council 

learned that the current instrument may be 

nearing the end of its usable life. It is showing signs that it may suddenly 

stop working.   

While the council continues to seek avenues for renovating our organ, the 

congregation needs to be aware of this situation.  Should the organ perma-

nently fail, perhaps in the middle of a service, we need to be prepared to 

decide how we will support worship music in the future.  Buying another 

organ is an obvious choice, but there are factors that suggest we should 

consider other options as well. 

Please think and pray about these matters and be ready to enter into con-

versation with your fellow congregants.  Talking to your council members 

is a good step as well.  And, be ready to share your ideas should the council 

call a special congregational meeting to talk about the organ. 

Baby Shower 
A baby shower for Pastor 
Karen and Bennett 
James Seifert will be 
held on Wednesday, 
September 4th at 6:30 in 
the church basement. 



Therefore, I tell you, whatever you ask in prayer, believe that 

you have received it, and it will be yours. (Mark 11:24) 

Prayer is both one of the most important and most perplexing aspects of 

Christian life.  Jesus clearly gives his followers a blank check to ask and 

then receive what we pray for.  But a worldly interpretation of the gift of 

prayer most often ends in disappointment.  Simply asking for a sports 

car, or a pot of money, or even a miraculous cure does not guarantee the 

results we think we want.  This reality has been very discouraging for 

many people.  Often it is a point of embarrassment for Christians and can 

even cause problems with our faith. 

The primary cause of these problems is a failure to understand the nature 

of prayer.  There is a simple principle at work in prayer that is very, very 

important to understand.  The purpose for prayer is not to get what we 

want from God.  Rather, the purpose of prayer is to draw closer to God 

and to reshape our lives inside his will.  Once our lives become Christ 

shaped and are guided by the Holy Spirit, then Jesus’ promise of receiv-

ing what we pray for makes a lot more sense.   

Like so many aspects of Christianity, developing a prayer life takes time, 

patience, and faith.  There is no single prescribed way to mature in pray-

ing.  Each person’s growth is unique and tailored to who they are and 

where they are in their lives.  However, there are some proven prayer ac-

tivities that the Christian community has found helpful and reliable for 

developing lives of prayer.  

In the next ten issues of the Aurdal News we will explore ten methods for 

enhancing our lives of prayer.  Here are the subjects that we will cover: 

Prayer Rituals – How to use established prayers to mark daily 

events. 

Daily Devotions – How daily devotions can shape prayer life and 

help in facing the various seasons of life. 

Prayer Lists – Why maintaining a regular prayer list is important 

for active Christians. 

Prayer Teamwork – How becoming a part of a prayer team 

strengthens our faith. 

Stoplight Prayer – How to find ways to trigger impromptu prayer 

that grows our awareness of God’s presence in our lives. 

ADTRC – Learn a method for formulating well rounded prayers.  

This is particularly useful for creating written and public prayers. 



Let Us Pray 
Dear Lord,  We ask for healing and comfort for our friends and family: Briggs Thykeson, 

Arlie Strand, Sandy Braaten, Hamilton Enger, Ed Hoyt, Jim Flaten, Scott Larson, 

Merideth Sorensen, Alice L. Strand, Roxanne Ludwig,  Alice Strand, David Walker. 

Into your hands O Lord we commend all those for who we pray, in the name of your Son Jesus 

Christ,  Amen 

Praying the Scriptures – Introducing an ancient Christian practice called “Lectio 

Divina” (Divine Reading) which shapes prayer through the reading of Scripture. 

Psalms – How the Book of Psalms provides deep prayer to God and personal worship for 

Christians. 

Hymns – How to use the hymns of the church as a resource for praying. 

Praying for Guidance – How prayer connects us to the Holy Spirit’s guidance for our lives. 

Our hope is that this series will help people to sort out the way God wants them to grow in prayer 

These offerings are not intended to provide instructions for what you must do.  Rather, they are in-

tended to provide a kind of fertilizer to help your life of prayer grow.  May your prayers serve to 

bring you closer to God who loves you and redeems you through the Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 Sign up to usher or read 

during worship 

 Learn to run the slide show 

for worship 

 Help with folding the  

newsletter 

 Pray for those on the  

prayer list 

Ways to Serve in Church 



Church Administrator Opening 
Church Administrator Job Description 

The job description of a church administrator includes actively supporting the church’s core values, 

mission statement, vision and various ministries. A major part of the job involves handling the day to 

day operations of the church and managing money by dealing with budgets, bills, payroll and cash 

flow. We are looking for a motivated self-starter who is able to work with minimal supervision. 

Essential Duties and Responsibilities of a Church Administrator 

•Works with the Pastor and Church Council to develop a budget, approve purchases and manage 

cash flow. 

•Prepares the payroll for all employees of the church. 

•Keeps personnel records.  

•Maintains office equipment and office supplies.  

•Assists the pastor with communications by handling written correspondence and phone  

messages. 

•Manages the church’s website, newsletter, bulletin, announcements and other publicity. 

•Keeps the church schedule for use of the fellowship hall for weddings and gatherings as well as the 

use of classrooms for Bible studies or other special courses.  

•Ensures that the physical buildings belonging to the church are well-maintained by contacting re-

pairmen and overseeing their work. 

•Administers the records of the church and official documents. 

•Answers questions from members and other staff regarding administrative processes. 

•Keeps the master church calendar and makes sure there are no conflicts. 

Required Knowledge, Skills and Abilities 

•Demonstrates excellent interpersonal and leadership skills. 

•Displays strong verbal and written communication skills. 

•Has exceptional mathematical abilities. 

•Pays close attention to detail and has excellent record keeping abilities. 

•Possesses strong technological abilities and has knowledge of computer programs such as Programs 

in Office 365(Word, Excel, Publisher) and Quick Books,  

•Has the ability to operate standard office equipment. 

•Demonstrates knowledge of and is able to apply standard bookkeeping skills and accepted account-

ing practices. 

•Has knowledge of and supports the church’s mission statement, beliefs and commitment. 

Work Environment  

•Spends time in a climate-controlled office environment. 

•Faces various deadlines associated with publications and finances. 

To apply please call the church office at 701-788-3618 



September 2019  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  

10 am  

Worship with  

Communion & 

Baptism: Bennett 

James Seifert 

2 

Labor 

Day 

3 4 

1:30 pm Rebekah Circle  at 

church 

6:00 pm SS Teachers Meeting  

6:30 pm Baby Shower  

5 6 7 

8  

9 AM RALLY  

SUNDAY 

10 am  

Worship with  

Communion 

9 10 

 

11         

1 pm Martha Circle at church 

6:30 pm Church Council  

6:30 pm Confirmation Parents 

& Students 

12 13 14 

15 

9 AM Sun-

day School 

10 am 

Worship 

16 17 18 

3:45 pm Confirmation  

19 20 21 

22 

9 AM Sun-

day School 

10 am 

Worship 

23 24 25 

3:45 pm Confirmation  

5:00 -  7:00 PM 

Turkey Supper 

 

26 

Luther  

Memorial 

Corporate 

Meeting 

2:00pm 

27 28 

 

29 

9 AM Sun-

day School 

10 am 

Worship 

30 31     



Aurdal Lutheran Church 

300 Broadway St. 

PO Box 363 

Portland ND, 58274 

September 2019 
Do you not say, ‘There are yet four 

months, then comes the harvest’? Look, 

I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see that 

the fields are white for harvest.  

- John  4:35 

Pastor Karen Seifert 

Cell: 701-430-7035 
 

President Corey McGillis 

Phone: 701-430-0573 
 

Church Office Hours: Tues- Wed- Thurs 

9:00am-Noon  
 

Church Phone: 701-788-3618 
 


