
 

 

• Note from the pastor        Pg 2 

• Online Giving                      Pg 3 

• Women’s Circle                  Pg 3 

• Prayers of the church      Pg 3 

• Council News                      Pg 4 

• Monthly Bible reading    Pg 5 

• Church Mouse                    Pg 6   

•  WHERE am I?          Pg 7 

• Youth/Camp News        Pg 8/9 

• Movies W/ Mission       Pg 10 

• Calendar                 Pg 11

      

   

• 10:00  Sunday morning 
Services 

• Sunday School during church 

• Communion 1st & 2nd Sundays 

• Martha Circle 1:00 on April 
13th @ the church 

• Rebekah Circle 1:30 on April 
7th  @ the church 

• Church Council Wednesday 
April 14th   @ the church 7:30 

 

   Church Events   What’s inside? 

AURDAL NEWS     

April -2021  



 Spring has sprung, warm weather has come, 

and the victory over death is won! Happy Easter to you all!  

I think this is a magnificent time of year. The air 

smells clear and we can start to get outside without all the 

coats, boots, and things and with three small kids at home 

there is a lot of winter gear at our house! The world just 

seems a little bit magical as we emerge from that gear like 

butterflies out of the cocoon. It is like winning a great  

victory over winter! As we head through spring, we leave the behind us the dead looking trees, the 

bare branches the brown grass, the ugliness of the death that surrounded us in winter! Instead, we get 

to see life anew in the green grass and the sprouting leaves, the release of the river from its icy bonds 

and the breaking through of flowers that rise anew.  

The other part of Spring that I love is that in this season we get to celebrate Easter! We rejoice 

in victory that Christ has over the grave. We relish in his triumph over sin, death and the devil and 

shout Alleluia after 40 days of not hearing it ring in the church rafters. This is most definitely a high 

point of the church year. 

And yet just before this great joy there is much grief and sadness. There is death like the hold 

that winter takes on the earth. There is the unknown of Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. The loss 

felt in Holy Saturday along with worry and despair felt even on the walk to the tomb and fear before 

the Word is proclaimed to the women at the tomb. 

“Why do you seek the living among the dead? He is not here but has risen!” At Easter we learn 

that the struggle does not predict the outcome. As the winter cannot hold onto spring, the grave  

cannot hold back the power of our God, nor take away the promise our Savior’s resurrection offers to 

us!  

 This promise of new life is granted to the baptized! It is a promise that holds through any  

worry, any doubt, any depression! It even trumps death! This spring if you are feeling less than  

joyous in the midst of the changing weather 

and you are struggling to feel like you are 

close to God, hear now that in the person of 

Jesus Christ God has come near to you! You 

are granted new life and a joyous resurrection, 

snatched from the claws of death, and  

celebrated as a loved child of God! May you 

know this grace and may it grow to  

overflowing in your life!  

 

 In His Grip, 

Pastor Karen Seifert 



 

Remember to check out the online product that enables members to manage their   

congregational giving  using  their computers and/or cell phones.  It is an  

additional option to the other ways members have always given monetary gifts to 

Aurdal.  

The Give Plus application allows users to directly give money from their bank  

accounts on a one time basis or as a reoccurring scheduled gift.   Representatives of the council have 

worked with the makers of Give Plus to set up a system that is tailored specifically for Aurdal’s 

needs.  This will permit givers to designate the funds where they want their gift to go.  

Let Us Pray 

Dear Lord,  we ask for healing and comfort for our friends and family:  
 

Alice Strand,  DuWayne Olson, Richard Muir,  

Julie Byron, the families of Keith Flaten and Cindy 

Sorenson.   Please remember to pray for each other, 

too!!   

Into your hands O Lord we commend all those for who we pray, in the name of your Son Jesus 

Christ,  Amen 

MARTHA CIRCLE  April 13th   1:00 @ the church 

 

REBEKAH CIRCLE  April 7th  11:30  @ the church 

CIRCLE NEWS: 



Aurdal Lutheran Church Council Minutes 
February 10, 2021 

 
 
Council Members Present:  Corey McGillis, Pastor Karen, Greg Mostad, Kathy Rexine, Brent Kohls, Ken 
Fyre 
 
Not present: Kevin Sedivec, LeeAnn Strand, Brad Thykeson, Kari Bakkum, Hunter Torgeson 
 
Called to order:  President McGillis 
 
Opening prayer by Pastor Karen 
 
Agenda approved - (Ken/Kathy) 
 
Secretary's Report: Jan minutes reviewed and attendance corrected to show Merle Strand not present. 
Motion approved (Merle/Greg) 
 
Correspondence - none 
 
Treasurer's report: January financial reports reviewed/discussed.  Noted that Courtney Peterson is 
helping church staff to learn & revise QuickBooks.  Searching for 2 members to audit books before Annual 
Meeting. 
 
Trustees:  drywall patches have been completed in church, with painting needing to be finished yet.  Re-
finishing of back wall in Narthex being considered.  Replacement of church AC units/furnaces are also a 
consideration for the future. 
 
Board of Ed:  Approximately 40 Valentine cards made by students and delivered to LMH residents.  
 
Stewardship: none 
 
WOW:  lighted crosses given out to shut-ins and LMH residents 
 
Unfinished Business:  
 

• Sound system- project is completed.  Discussed completion of payment with no action at this time. 

• Copier - buy out completed.  New machine working well 
 

New Business: 
 

• Audit - needing to have 2 people review prior to annual meeting. 

• Vent on church roof needs to be cleared 

• Work on hallway upstairs - wall to be painted, as per Trustee report. Stained ceiling tiles are a con-
cern, as well as possible additional wall repairs needed.  
 

Pastor's comments:  
 

• 8th grade Confirmation Students will be leading Lenten services, which will be live streamed. 

• Pastor Karen is struggling with back pain - awaiting further treatment. 

• Idaho Youth Trip I being planned for July 17-25 
 
Next Meeting:. March 10, 2021 after Lenten worship, approximately 7:45 pm 
 
Lord's Prayer to close. 



I seek you 

With all my heart; 

Do no let me stray from your commands. 

—Psalm 119:10— 

  

 Seeking God happens in a variety of ways but it begins 

where he revealed himself—-in his word, the Holy Bible. 

 Your spirit is just like your body.  It needs daily  

nourishment,  exercise,  and careful reading of the Bible.  In 

this book, as in no other place, yourself in a growing friendship 

with God. 

 Many people have a Sunday School knowledge of the 

Bible stories.  But do you KNOW God?  Are you growing in your 

relationship with him? 

 You can know God more fully this year.  For God prom-

ises that when we read his word, his Spirit will be at work in us.   

 Start your year, or anytime for that matter, the right 

way, seeking the Lord with your whole heart in God’s Word.  

   ————-Pastor Mark Ryman 

       

     Sola Publishing  



JOYOUS EASTER!! Isn’t this one of the BEST times of the year?? The days are 

getting longer and warmer.  The snow has melted and even some flowers are 

starting to push up through the dirt.  Now, just to get some much needed  

moisture to turn things green!!! But best of all, its our time to praise and  

worship what the Lord our God has done for us!!  During Holy week, we have a 

chance to reflect on each day and celebrate the death and resurrection of the 

Son of God, Jesus Christ, our savior.  We’ve had our celebration of Palm  

Sunday, when Jesus entered Jerusalem.  Holy Monday, when Jesus freed the 

sacrificial animals and cleansed the temple.  Holy Tuesday, when Jesus taught 

at the temple.  Holy Wednesday, when a disciple  named Judas Iscariot  

betrayed Jesus for 30 pieces of silver.  Maundy Thursday, the Last Supper that 

Jesus had with his disciples and he washed their feet.  Good Friday, when Jesus 

was crucified on the cross and darkness covered the whole earth.  Holy  

Saturday, the day that Jesus rested in the tomb.  And RESURRECTION  

SUNDAY, when JESUS IS RISEN!! His death, burial and resurrection paid for 

our sins and give all who believe in HIM, eternal life!! Isn’t that just the BEST week for us??  I know that I 

am very thankful for all that Jesus did for ME!  I hope that each of you will continue to worship and praise 

the sacrifice that Jesus did for us, to save us…..to keep us in his fold.  When you gather together at church 

or in your homes to celebrate this Easter Sunday, please remember to give thanks to our precious Lord and 

Savior…  

ATTENTION!!  

If anyone has anything they would like to put in the 

newsletter, PLEASE let the church office know!!  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     (Tell Pastor Karen and she can leave a note for me on WHO the winner is!!!) 

 

KIDS…………. KIDS………….. FIND MY FRONT DOOR  

WHERE I TOOK MY SELFIE AND WIN A PRIZE!!!!   

Now, PLEASE BE CAREFUL NOT TO SCARE ME!!  

I JUMP AT LOUD NOISES!!!   



Youth News:YOUTH NEWS!!              

Wednesday, April 14th  GAME NIGHT with Pizza!!  6:30 pm @ 

the church Grades 7-12. 

July 17-25  Idaho Youth Trip to camp.  See registration form in 

newsletter or contact Pastor Karen for more info.   Grades 7-12. 

 

Sunday, April 25th  Casting Crowns drive-in concert. Leave the  

church @ 6 pm 

 
The Aurdal Youth Group is headed for Idaho this summer on a Faith 
Camp  adventure! Please consider  helping to  defray the cost of this 
trip simply by  shopping! Do your  shopping through the Amazon smile 
page.  Simply head to smile.amazon.com and search for Aurdal  
Lutheran Church or type this link, https:/smile.amazon.com/ch/45-
0351068 into your search bar. Shop exactly like you would on the  
regular Amazon sight but when you check out, Amazon will donate a  
portion of what you buy to the Church! Thanks for your Support!  

   July 17th—25th   

   Clark Fork, Idaho 

God Is Calling… 



 Join Heritage/ Aurdal Lutheran Church Summer Youth Event  2021 
 

Announcing plans for a Summer Youth Trip for 7th - 12th graders this summer, July 17th-

25th (This includes travel time).   

 

Travel will be by car from Portland to Clark Fork, Idaho. Youth will be tent camping at a pri-

vate facility near Clark Fork named Shadow Valley Camp.  Accommodations at the camp in-

clude: 

•  Bath House and Showers with separate facilities for men and women. 

•  An open-air pavilion for eating, learning, and fellowship. 

•  Tent Sites 

•  Modern Kitchen  

•  Hammock Haven

•  Counselor Cabins 

Our Youth will have full week of camp with structured events, a course of study in the Bible, 

and a broad range of recreational activities.  Planned activities Include: 

• Swim in Lake Pend’Oreille 

• Hike to a high mountain lake 

• Spend a Day at “Silverwood Theme Park/Boulder Beach Water Park” 

• Bible Study about how we are equipped for the Journey of life as Chris-

tians 

• Participate in small groups 

• Campfires 

• Forced Fun: Field and large group games 

Aurdal and Heritage Lutheran Churches want to assure that we are committed to helping 

our youth afford this trip if they desire to go along.  Please be sure to talk to Pastor Karen 

about available scholarships and fundraising activities before deciding not to go due to cost.  

The costs for the trip are as follows: 

• Trip Fee $150 (Includes camp food, camp registration, T-shirt and Silver-

wood.) 

• Travel Costs are approximately $250 

• Travel Food (Est.) $100 (This is for youth to purchase their own food 

while traveling) 

2021 Aurdal/Heritage Lutheran Church Summer Youth Event Sign Up Form 
Please return with a $25 deposit that counts toward Trip Fee. 

Please note that the camp can only handle about 50 people so the sooner you get your form 

in the better!) 

 
 

Youth’s Name:___________________________________________________________________                                                   

Youth’s Grade:              Special Concerns: ____________________________________________                                         

Parents                                                                   Address_________________________________                                                                                                                          

Phone__________________________________Email____________________________________                                             



Movies with a Mission 

 
This year for Movies with a mission we are looking forward to 

many great films that encourage discussion and lead us to help in 

the world. As always, the movies are free to see and will be  

showing at the Delchar theater. Concessions will be available for 

purchase. This year however we will be taking free will donations at 

each movie to go  toward a charity that connects with our  

movie. This is a great concrete way to put mission along with our 

viewing and help in the world.  

When: Wednesday, April 28th. 

Time: 7:00pm 

Where: Delchar in Mayville 

Movie: Indivisible 

The extraordinary true story of Army Chaplain Darren Turner and his wife Heather. When war  

etches battle scars on their hearts, they face one more battle: the fight to save their marriage. One 

marriage, one family, under God. 

Project Sanctuary 

From their Website:  

Our Story: Heather Ehle founded Project Sanctuary in 2007 while working 

as a registered nurse after she discovered no organization was helping the 

military family as a unit. Heather founded the organization on the principle 

that when one person serves, the whole family serves, and the best way to 

support the troops was to create an organization supporting the entire  

family. What began as one retreat boot-strapped together in the mountains of 

Colorado has since grown into a national organization serving thousands of 

at-risk military families across the country.  Today, we are proud to be one of 

the only organizations serving veterans, spouses, caregivers, and children as 

a family unit. Veterans have a 50% higher risk of dying by suicide than  

civilians. Active duty suicide rates have reached an all-time high since 2012, 

and 123 military spouses succumbed to suicide in 2017.  Military families  

relocate every other year, isolating spouses and children and making it even 

more  difficult to cope with the challenges and stress of military life. Project 

Sanctuary’s mission is more critical than ever. 



April  2021  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
    

 

1 

 
Maundy 

Service 7  pm 

2 
Good  

Friday  

7 pm service 

3 

4 

Easter 

8:30 Church  

service   

5 6 

 

7 
Rebekah Circle 

1:30 @ church 
7th gr confirma-

tion 3:45 

8th gr  6:30 

 

 

8 

 

9 10 

11 

10:00         

Church  

service  and 

Sunday 

School 

 

12 13 

Martha Circle 

1:00 @ church 

14 
7th gr confirma-

tion 3:45 

8th gr  6:30 

Council 7:30 

15 

 

16 17 

 

18 
10:00         

Church  

service  and 

Sunday 

School 

 

19 20 21 
7th gr confirma-

tion 3:45 

8th gr  6:30 

22 23 24 

 

25 
10:00         

Church  

service  and 

Sunday 

School 

26 27 28 
Movies with a 

Mission @ 

Delchar 7:00  

 

29 30  

 

 

 

       



Pastor Karen Seifert 

Cell: 701-430-7035 
 

President Corey McGillis 

Phone: 701-430-0573 
 

Church Office Hours:  

Tuesday 8:30am-4:30pm  

Wednesday 8:30am-4:30pm  

Thursday 8:30am-12:30pm  

Church Phone: 701-788-3618 

Church Webpage: aurdallutheran.com 

Church Email: aurdalchurch@gmail.com 

Sunday School: 10:00am  

Sunday Worship:10:00am 
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Aurdal Lutheran Church 

PO Box 363 

Portland ND, 58274 
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