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Advent is nice and predictable. You pretty
much know exactly when it’s going to happen.
Advent begins on either the last Sunday in
November or the first Sunday in December
(whichever one happens to be four Sundays
before Christmas Day). Lent, on the other
hand, is all over the place. Ash Wednesday
can be as early as February 4  (though none
of us will ever experience this). The last time
Lent began this early was back in 1818. The
next time will be in 2285. Ash Wednesday can
also be as late as March 10  (and about a
dozen of you have experienced this). The last
time Lent began this late was 1943. Those of
us who missed out on it might still have a
chance. Lent will begin this late again in 2038.
Whenever Lent begins, it has a way of
sneaking up on us.
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Our Midweek Lenten sermon series this year is
called “For Us.” It’s written by Rev. Dr. Todd
Peperkorn from Concordia Theological
Seminary in Fort Wayne, Indiana. Here is his
description of the series:

“For us” is not simply a pithy line to use
because it is easy to repeat. It is a confession
of who God is and what He brings in giving us
His Son. It helps us understand why God
would send His Son to die for us.

The phrase “for us” also captures much of the
Reformation’s theological emphasis—and
Luther’s understanding of Scripture in
particular. Luther went from searching for a
righteous God and finding only stern rebuke
to seeing God in the form of a little baby and
as the one who became one of us for us so
that we might become like Him.

Our Lenten preaching series hymn “O Love,
How Deep” (LSB 544) was originally a twenty-
three-stanza poem written in the fifteenth
century by an unknown author. In the
nineteenth century, an Anglican cleric named
Benjamin Webb translated the hymn into
English and then chose six stanzas for use in
English hymnody. The doxological stanza was
added later.

Some hymns tell a story, others teach, and still
others create pictures in our minds of the great
works of God. Some hymns do all three, weaving
together a tapestry that is beautiful yet simple,
wondrous yet easy to understand. “O Love, How
Deep” is that kind of hymn.

Although it does not appear in the first stanza,
the most pointed and beautiful language in the
hymn is expressed in the phrase “for us.” The
phrase is reminiscent of the language of the
Nicene Creed: “Who for us men and for our
salvation came down from heaven.”

-Pastor Koschmann

This year Lent begins on Wednesday, February
18 . I hope you’ll join us for our Ash Wednesday
service that night at 7:00 as well as the rest of our
midweek Lenten services. Before each midweek
service we will be having our usual Lenten Soup
Supper at 6:00 in the Fellowship Hall. Bring a soup,
side, or dessert to share. Or better yet, bring a
friend or family member!
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I hope you’ll join us as we begin this very special
season of the Church Year.

                   God’s Blessings,



7 p.m.

7 p.m.



Celebration times:
Thursday, May 7, 2026 — 11:00–11:30 a.m.
Friday, May 8, 2026 — 11:30 a.m.–12:00 p.m.

 Each class will attend on its scheduled day.
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Thrivent Choice Dollars
Don’t forget! If you are an eligible Thrivent
client and have Choice Dollars® available to
direct, we kindly ask you to keep Mt. Olive and
our wonderful preschool in mind as potential
beneficiaries. For more information on how you
can make a difference, or to direct your Choice
Dollars, please call 800-847-4836 and say,
“Thrivent Choice.” You can also visit
thrivent.com/thriventchoice to learn more
about the process and explore your options.



Place the name and address of a
really awesome person here.

 2327 17th Ave.
 Forest Grove, OR  97116


