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MT. OLIVE LUTHERAN CHURCH
2327 17th Ave. Forest Grove, OR 97116 Office: 503-357-2511
Pastor Nick Koschmann Sunday Worship 10:00am

Fourth Sunday in Lent Sunday, March 15%, 2026
As We Gather

Some of the central people in the Gospel narratives we get to know by name; others we do not. Although
the man born blind is a major person in John 9, we never learn what his name might be. We meet his
parents and his neighbors and we meet the Pharisees to whom he tells the story of the miraculous
restoration of his sight. Although we do not learn his name, Jesus said of the man born blind that the
works of God were displayed in him. As the One brightening our lives with the light of salvation, Jesus
brings a new vision to our lives—an eternal vision of life with God that never ends. God knows our
names. He directs the cross currents of our daily lives. In His light we see light—and that is what matters!

Welcome and Introduction
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1 Praise the One who breaks the dark - ness With a lib - er -
2 Praise the One who blessed the chil - dren With a strong, yet
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storms, and feed-ing thou-sands With the ver - y Bread of peace.
Well comes liv-ing wa - ter, Quench-ing thirst in ev - ry land.
praise the true Re-deem-er, Praise the One who makes us one.
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In the name of the Father and of the "} Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession and Absolution

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the -} Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word
LSB 152

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let
us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.

LORD, HAVE MERCY
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Hymn of Praise*

422 On My Heart Imprint Your Image LSB 422
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Is my life, my hope’s foun-da-tion, Andmy glo-ry and sal-va - tion!

Text and tune: Public domain
*Normally no hymn of praise is sung during Advent and Lent. This practice accentuates the solemn and
penitential nature of these seasons.

(Timothy H. Maschke, Gathered Guests)

Salutation and Collect of the Day

®) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P] Letus pray.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and though we deserve only
punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant
that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve
You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.




Old Testament Reading

“For a long time | have held my peace;
| have kept still and restrained myself;
now | will cry out like a woman in labor;
| will gasp and pant.
3] will lay waste mountains and hills,
and dry up all their vegetation;
| will turn the rivers into islands,
and dry up the pools.
'®And | will lead the blind
in a way that they do not know,
in paths that they have not known
| will guide them.
I will turn the darkness before them into light,
the rough places into level ground.
These are the things | do,
and | do not forsake them.
They are turned back and utterly put to shame,
who trust in carved idols,
who say to metal images,
“You are our gods.”

®Hear, you deaf,
and look, you blind, that you may see!

Who is blind but my servant,
or deaf as my messenger whom | send?

Who is blind as my dedicated one,
or blind as the servant of the LORD?

2He sees many things, but does not observe them;
his ears are open, but he does not hear.

2The LORD was pleased, for his righteousness' sake,
to magnify his law and make it glorious.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SCRIPTURE ATLONE
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Epistle Ephesians 5:8-14

8For at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light
9(for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), °and try to discern what is
pleasing to the Lord. "'Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them.
2For it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in secret. *But when anything is exposed
by the light, it becomes visible, for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,

"Awake, O sleeper,
and arise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel John 9

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the ninth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

As [Jesus] passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, "It was not that this man
sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in him. “We must work the
works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. *As long as | am in
the world, | am the light of the world.” ®Having said these things, he spat on the ground and made
mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the man’s eyes with the mud “and said to him, “Go, wash in
the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing.

8The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar were saying, “Is this not the man
who used to sit and beg?” °Some said, “It is he.” Others said, “No, but he is like him.” He kept saying,
“| am the man.” "°So they said to him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” ""He answered, “The man
called Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.” So | went
and washed and received my sight.” "?They said to him, "Where is he?" He said, "l do not know."

13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. ™Now it was a Sabbath day
when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. *So the Pharisees again asked him how he had
received his sight. And he said to them, "He put mud on my eyes, and | washed, and | see.” "®Some of
the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said,
“How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” And there was a division among them. '"So they
said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him, since he has opened your eyes?” He said,
“He is a prophet.”



®The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until they called the
parents of the man who had received his sight and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was
born blind? How then does he now see?” 2°His parents answered, “We know that this is our son and
that he was born blind. 'But how he now sees we do not know, nor do we know who opened his
eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 2>(His parents said these things because they
feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should confess Jesus to be Christ, he
was to be put out of the synagogue.) 2*Therefore his parents said, "He is of age; ask him.”

24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him, “Give glory to
God. We know that this man is a sinner.” 2°He answered, “Whether he is a sinner | do not know. One
thing | do know, that though | was blind, now | see.” ?They said to him, “What did he do to you?
How did he open your eyes?” #’He answered them, "I have told you already, and you would not
listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 2And they
reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 2We know that God has
spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 3°The man answered,
"Why, this is an amazing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes.
3We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does his will,
God listens to him. 32Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of
a man born blind. 33If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 3*They answered him, "You
were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast him out.

3%)esus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you believe in the Son
of Man?" 3He answered, "And who is he, sir, that | may believe in him?" 3Jesus said to him, “You
have seen him, and it is he who is speaking to you.” 3He said, “Lord, | believe,” and he worshiped
him. ¥Jesus said, “For judgment | came into this world, that those who do not see may see, and
those who see may become blind.” “°Some of the Pharisees near him heard these things, and said to
him, “Are we also blind?” #'Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no guilt; but now
that you say, 'We see,’ your guilt remains.”

) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Children’s Message



Hymn of the Day

420 Christ, the Life of All the Living
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3 Thou hast borne the smit-ing on - ly That my wounds might
4 Heart - less scof - fers did sur-round Thee, Treat - ing Thee with
o) .
[ - | | | | f | ! I I ]
| <% - - | | | | I i } I I [ [ |
Q) | I 'I : =|
death, our foe, Who, Thy - self for me once giv - ing
cru - el rod; Pain and scorn were heaped up - on  Thee,
all be whole; Thou hast suf - fered, sad and lone - ly,
shame-ful scorn And with pierc - ing thorns they crowned Thee.
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To the dark - est depths of woe:  Through Thy suf - f’rings,
O Thou sin - less Son of God! Thus didst Thou my
Rest to give my wea - ry soul;  Yea, the curse of
All  dis - grace Thou, Lord, hast borne, That as Thine Thou
o —_—
R ————
death, and mer - it I e - ter - nal life in - her - it.
soul de - liv - er From the bonds of sin for - ev - er
God en - dur - ing, Bless-ing un - to me se - cur - ing.
might - est own me And with heav’n - ly glo - ry crown me.
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Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.

Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon

LSB 420 sts. 1-4



Nicene Creed

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life *I+ of the world to come. Amen.

Offering

Thank you for your continued support of the ministry Mt. Olive Lutheran Church.
If you are a guest (or if your contact info has changed), please fill out a Connect Card
found in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate.

Prayer of the Church

@] Let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy.



Service of the Sacrament
Preface LSB 160

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

®

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

®F

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

®

Proper Preface LSB 161

P) Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of
the devil and gave His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared
joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and

saying:
Sanctus LSB 161
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san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who

comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na  in the high - est.
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Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161
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Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and
sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we
receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the
Cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and
strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He
bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate
with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously
receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship,
with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord's Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *I body, which is given
for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My - blood, which is shed for
you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 163

®) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

h

PEACE
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Agnus Dei LSB 163
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have

mer-cy onus. Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
Distribution

As a member of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS), Holy Communion is celebrated at Mt. Olive
Lutheran Church in the glad confidence that our Lord, as His Word says, gives not only bread and wine, but
also His true Body and Blood for us to eat and drink for the forgiveness of sins and the strengthening of our
faith. Our Lord invites to His table those who believe He is truly present in this meal, repent of all sin, and set
aside any refusal to forgive as He forgives us.

Because the Bible teaches that this Sacrament may also be abused, and that participation in the Lord’s Supper
is an act of confession of faith, the LCMS ordinarily communes only those who have been instructed in the
teachings of our church and who have confessed their faith in these teachings.

All are invited to the Lord's table. Those who share our confession of faith and who wish to commune are asked
to extend their hands outward to receive the Sacrament. Others who have come forward will receive a blessing
from the pastor. If you have any questions about this Communion statement, you are encouraged to speak with
Pastor Koschmann. Thank you for respecting and honoring our Communion practice.

For further study, see Matthew 5:23f,; 10:32f,; 18:15-35,; 26:26-29; 1 Cor. 11:17-34.

620 Jesus Comes Today with Healing LSB 620
744 Amazing Grace LSB 744
537 Beautiful Savior LSB 537
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Post-Communion Canticle

Nunc Dimittis
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Post-Communion Collect
P] Letus pray.

LSB 211

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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Benediction

(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
Amen.

Closing Hymn
420 Christ, the Life of All the Living
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6 Thou hast suf - fered great af - flic - tion And hast borne it
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soul did lan - guish Me to com - fort in my an - guish.
be tor - ment - ed That my doom should be pre - vent - ed.
groan - ing, sigh - ing, For Thy bleed - ing and Thy dy - ing,

Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.
For that last tri - um-phantcry, And shall praise Thee, Lord,on high.

Text and tune: Public domain

LSB 166
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Announcements

P) Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Scripture Reader:
Acolyte: Wiley Koschmann
The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God by Linda Peterson in celebration of family Birthdays.

Last Sunday: 47

March Offering

Month to Date: $7,552
Project Monthly Need: $13,750
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Midweek Lenten Sermon Series

Wednesday Nights

6:00 Soup Supper
7:00 Worship

Holy Week at Mt. Olive
Palm Sunday (March 29%)

10:00am- Worship (Preschool Singing)

Maundy Thursday (April 2")
7:00pm - Worship with Holy Communion

Good Friday (April 37)

7:00pm - Tenebrae Service

Easter Sunday (April 5t")
8:30-9:45am - Easter Breakfast
10:00am - Easter Worship

There will be an Easter egg hunt
after the Easter Sunday service.
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