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MT. OLIVE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

2327 17th Ave.  Forest Grove, OR  97116    Office: 503-357-2511 

Pastor Nick Koschmann                                       Sunday Worship 10:00am 

Third Sunday after the Epiphany        Sunday, January 25th, 2026 

As We Gather 

When Jesus appeared on the scene of human history, His coming was like the light of a new day. Isaiah had 

prophesied a day would come filled with joy as at the harvest or when victors divide spoils. But daylight also 

reveals problems covered by darkness, like the divisions at the Church in Corinth, as Paul writes. Jesus’ light not 

only reveals, but it also forgives, heals, and enlivens. People brought the sick and demon-possessed to our Lord, 

and the first four disciples jumped at the opportunity to follow Him. What ills shall we bring to worship today 

for resolution? Sins requiring forgiveness, gloom needing joy, divisions seeking reconciliation? Jesus came into 

human history to die and rise for us; today He comes through Word and Sacrament in grace and mercy to meet 

our deepest needs. Let us rejoice in the light of God’s forgiveness, mercy, and love. 

 

Welcome and Introduction 
 

839 O Christ, Our True and Only Light      LSB 839 

 

 

 



2 

 

Invocation 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People:  Amen. 

 

Opening Sentences               Psalm 43:4; Matthew 4:16 

Pastor: I will go to the altar of God, 

People: to God my exceeding joy. 
 

Pastor: The people dwelling in darkness have seen a great light…  

People: on them a light has dawned. 

 

Confession and Absolution            Matthew 4:17; Philippians 3:20; 1 Corinthians 1:18 

Pastor: St. Matthew writes that Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of 

heaven is at hand.” Let us respond by confessing our sins and asking our Lord’s 

forgiveness. 

People: Heavenly Father, we confess our sins to You. We are too much a part of this fallen 

world. Because our citizenship is in heaven, invade our thoughts, words, and 

deeds by Your gracious power. Help us to live each day as pilgrims heading to the 

eternal promised land. Turn us from our sinful direction to follow our Savior’s 

gracious lead, walking in ways pleasing to You for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 
 

Pastor: “For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 

saved it is the power of God.” Be assured that through Jesus’ blood-bought rescue, you 

are already citizens in the Kingdom of heaven. In the stead and by the command of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
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Hymn of Praise 

791 All People That on Earth Do Dwell      LSB 791 sts. 1, 5 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our infirmities and stretch forth the 

hand of Your majesty to heal and defend us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 9:1–4 

Epistle   1 Corinthians 1:10–18 

Holy Gospel  Matthew 4:12–25 

 

Children’s Message 
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849 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness  LSB 849 

 

 

 

 

 
 

© 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission.   

Public domain 

 

Sermon 
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Apostles’ Creed  

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life  everlasting. Amen. 

 

Offering 
 

Thank you for your continued support of the ministry Mt. Olive Lutheran Church.  

If you are a guest (or if your contact info has changed), please fill out a Connect Card 

found in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. 

 

Offering Prayer 

Pastor: Let us pray 

People: Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what You have first given us: 

ourselves, our time, our possessions, signs of Your gracious love.  Receive them 

for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: Hear our Prayer 
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Lord’s Prayer  
 

Benediction  Numbers 6:24–26 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn   

826 Hark, the Voice of Jesus Crying      LSB 826 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Announcements 
 

Pastor: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Scripture Reader:  

 

Acolyte:  

 

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God by Robyn Cram in memory of Don. 

 

Last Sunday: 58 

 

January Offerings 

Month to Date: $9,970 

Project Monthly Need: $13,750 
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