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| Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost Sunday, September 14™, 2025 I
As We Gather

The charge against Jesus was always the same—He keeps the wrong company. But Jesus has
come for sinners, and if you are not a sinner, He does not have anything for you. To emphasize
why He has come, our Lord tells the stories of ninety-nine sheep left behind to find one who is
lost and a woman who rejoices over finding one lost coin. You are that lost sheep and lost coin
for whom Christ has come and in whom heaven rejoices. Jesus has come for you and for you
He has offered Himself upon the cross and been laid in the tomb. This is the heavenly joy of the
angels above, and it is our earthly joy as well. Christ came for us!

Welcome and Introduction
Installation of Preschool and Sunday School Teachers
Opening Song: Holy Is the Lord

Invocation

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the *# Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

Confession and Absolution Isaiah 53:6

Pastor:  As sheep who have wandered from the Shepherd, we all have turned from the Lord in
our disobedience to His commands.

People: All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and
the LorD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.

Pastor:  Confident in the pursuit of our Shepherd, Jesus, for those who wander from Him, let us
confess our sins to God our Father.

[A time for silent reflection upon God'’s Word and personal prayers of confession]



Pastor:
People:

Pastor:

People:

Together, we pray:

Good Shepherd, we are Your wandering people. We need You. We need Your love.
We need Your forgiveness. We need Your pursuit of us all. Guide us back into the
fold of Your care that we be cleansed of our sins. Create in us hearts to worship
You in truth and follow Your Word, which alone gives us life. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, we are redeemed by Jesus Christ. In Him, our Good
Shepherd, who laid down His life for us all, we are fully and freely forgiven. Receive this
forgiveness today as you, like wandering sheep, are drawn back into His rescuing
mercy. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the * Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

Amen.

Song of Forgiveness: Agnus Dei

Prayer of the Day

Pastor:
People:

Pastor:

People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

Lord Jesus, You are the Good Shepherd, without whom nothing is secure. Rescue and
preserve us that we may not be lost forever but follow You, rejoicing in the way that
leads to eternal life; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.



Epistle 1 Timothy 1:12-17

12| thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he judged me
faithful, appointing me to his service, 3though formerly | was a blasphemer, persecutor, and
insolent opponent. But | received mercy because | had acted ignorantly in unbelief, and the
grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. "*The saying
is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners, of whom | am the foremost. '®But | received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the
foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an example to those who were to
believe in him for eternal life. ""To the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor
and glory forever and ever. Amen.

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel Luke 15:1-10

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.

"Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear [Jesus]. 2And the Pharisees
and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with them.”

35S0 he told them this parable: *"What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one
of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open country, and go after the one that is lost,
until he finds it? >And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 6And when he
comes home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, 'Rejoice with me,
for | have found my sheep that was lost." "Just so, | tell you, there will be more joy in heaven
over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.

80Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp and
sweep the house and seek diligently until she finds it? °And when she has found it, she calls
together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for | have found the coin that |
had lost." "%ust so, | tell you, there is joy before the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.



Preschool Singing and Children’s Message
Sermon Song: Mighty to Save
Sermon

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life = everlasting. Amen.



Offering

Thank you for your continued support of the ministry Mt. Olive Lutheran Church.
If you are a guest (or if your contact info has changed), please fill out a Connect Card
found in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate.

Offering Prayer

Pastor:  Let us pray

People: Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what You have first given us:
ourselves, our time, our possessions, signs of Your gracious love. Receive them
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Pastor:  Lord, in Your mercy,
People: Hear our Prayer

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction Numbers 6:24-26

Pastor:  The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ' give you peace.
People: Amen.

Closing Song: Forever



Announcements

Pastor:  Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Acolyte: Reagan Freeman

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God by Linda Peterson to celebrate the
beginning of another year of the Women'’s Bible Study.

Last Sunday: 62

September Offering

Month to Date: $3,626
Project Monthly Need: $13,750
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What does it mean ant

to be a member of a church?

If you've ever asked any of these questions
(or if you just want to hang out and have a free dinner),
join us Wednesday, September 17, at 5:30 in our
Fellowship Hall. A free meal and childcare will be provided.

After dinner, Pastor Koschmann will share some basic
information about Mt. Olive and the Christian faith.

Please contact the church office if you plan on attending
so we can make sure we have enough food and adequate
childcare.

MYT.OLIVE
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