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MT. OLIVE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

2327 17th Ave.  Forest Grove, OR  97116   Office: 503-357-2511 

Pastor Nick Koschmann                                     Sunday Worship 10:00am 

First Sunday after Christmas           Sunday, January 1st, 2023 

As We Gather 

Long ago Joseph, the son of Jacob, learned to see the Lord’s hand even in sorrowful circumstances. What was meant 

for harm, the Lord used for good. We learn to speak these words only by faith. Though the firstborn sons of Bethlehem 

suffered the ultimate cost because of Jesus, through Herod’s atrocity the prophet’s word was fulfilled. “Out of Egypt I 

have called My Son.” Once more we are reminded that nothing can prevent God from accomplishing His purpose, 

especially when that purpose is redeeming us from sin and its death and bestowing upon us everlasting life. Hidden in 

Bethlehem’s sorrow is the mercy of God. To voices crying from the pain of death come too soon, He gives the gift of 

life that death cannot steal. This is what Jesus is born to accomplish, and in Egypt He is kept safe for this saving work 

so that we and the infant sons of Bethlehem may rejoice in life stronger than death. 
 

Welcome and Introduction 
 

383 A Great and Mighty Wonder  LSB 383 
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P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Confession and Absolution 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 

Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. 

As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 
Kyrie  LSB 152 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let 

us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 
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Hymn of Praise 

367 Angels from the Realms of Glory  LSB 367 sts. 1, ref, 4–5 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

P Let us pray. 
 

O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation of Your Son yet 

more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made 

Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C   Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 61:10—62:3 

10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; 

my soul shall exult in my God, 

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; 

he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, 

and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

11For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, 

and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, 

so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 

to sprout up before all the nations. 

1For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 

and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not be quiet, 

until her righteousness goes forth as brightness, 

and her salvation as a burning torch. 

2The nations shall see your righteousness, 

and all the kings your glory, 

and you shall be called by a new name 

that the mouth of the LORD will give. 

3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, 

and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle  Galatians 4:4–7 

4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under 

the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 

6And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! 

Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Holy Gospel  Matthew 2:13–23 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  
13 When [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 

dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I 

tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.”  

14And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt 15and 

remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the 

prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 

16Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, and he 

sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years old 

or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men. 17Then was fulfilled 

what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: 

18“A voice was heard in Ramah, 

weeping and loud lamentation, 

Rachel weeping for her children; 

she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.” 

19But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 

20saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought 

the child’s life are dead.” 21And he rose and took the child and his mother and went to the land 

of Israel. 22But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father 

Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of 

Galilee. 23And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, that what was spoken by the prophets 

might be fulfilled: “He shall be called a Nazarene.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Children’s Message 
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370 What Child Is This  LSB 370 
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Sermon 
 

Nicene Creed  

  

Offering 
 

Thank you for your continued support of the ministry Mt. Olive Lutheran Church.  

If you are a guest (or if your contact info has changed), please fill out a Connect Card 

found in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. 
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Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord have mercy. 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface  LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Proper Preface  LSB 161 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 

Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word 

made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your 

Son, we may know and love those things which are not seen.  Therefore with angels and archangels 

and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 

and saying: 
 

Sanctus  LSB 161 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving  LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and 

sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we 

receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the 

cross.   
  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and 

strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He 

bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate 

with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously 

receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, 

with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given 

for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to 

them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for 

you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini  LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
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Agnus Dei  LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

Distribution 
 

As a member of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS), Holy Communion is celebrated at Mt 

Olive Lutheran Church in the glad confidence that our Lord, as His Word says, gives not only bread 

and wine, but also His true Body and Blood for us to eat and drink for the forgiveness of sins and the 

strengthening of our faith. Our Lord invites to His table those who believe He is truly present in this 

meal, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive as He forgives us.  
 

Because the Bible teaches that this Sacrament may also be abused, and that participation in the 

Lord’s Supper is an act of confession of faith, the LCMS ordinarily communes only those who have 

been instructed in the teachings of our church and who have confessed their faith in these teachings.  
 

All are invited to the Lord’s table. Those who share our confession of faith and who wish to 

commune are asked to extend their hands outward to receive the Sacrament. Others who have 

come forward will receive a blessing from the pastor. If you have any questions about this 

Communion statement, you are encouraged to speak with Pastor Koschmann. Thank you for 

respecting and honoring our Communion practice.  
 

For further study, see Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; 1 Cor. 11:17-34. 

 

366 It Came upon the Midnight Clear  LSB 366 

365 Away in a Manger  LSB 365 

374 Gentle Mary Laid Her Child  LSB 374 
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Post-Communion Canticle 

Thank the Lord  LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect  

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 

implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 

fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benediction  LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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358 From Heaven Above to Earth I Come  LSB 358 sts. 1, 3, 8, 13–15 

 

 

 
 

8 Welcome to earth, O noble Guest, 

Through whom the sinful world is blest! 

You came to share my misery 

That You might share Your joy with me. 
 

14 My heart for very joy must leap; 

My lips no more can silence keep. 

I, too, must sing with joyful tongue 

That sweetest ancient cradlesong: 
  

13 Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, 

Prepare a bed, soft, undefiled, 

A quiet chamber set apart 

For You to dwell within my heart. 

15 Glory to God in highest heav’n, 

Who unto us His Son has giv’n! 

While angels sing with pious mirth 

A glad new year to all the earth. 
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Announcements 
 

P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Scripture Reader: Debra Fitz  
 

Acolyte: Carter Johnston 
 

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God by the Ministries Team. 
 

Last Sunday/Christmas Day: 38          Christmas Eve: 113 
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