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MT. OLIVE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

2327 17th Ave.  Forest Grove, OR  97116    Office: 503-357-2511 

Pastor Nick Koschmann                                       Sunday Worship 10:00am 

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost       Sunday, October 23rd, 2022 

As We Gather 

“How can you be so sure?” That is the question we may find ourselves asking when we read the confidence expressed 

by Paul in today’s Epistle: “There is laid up for me the crown of righteousness” (2 Timothy 4:8); “The Lord stood by me 

and strengthened me. . . . I was rescued from the lion’s mouth. . . . The Lord will rescue me from every evil deed and 

bring me safely into His heavenly kingdom” (2 Timothy 4:17–18a). “Paul, how can you be so sure?” Today’s service 

will help us to see that Paul’s certainty was not based upon his strength of faith or his works of ministry; no, it was 

based solely on God’s faithfulness to him in Jesus Christ, the Crucified! Through His Word and Spirit, God provides 

such confidence and certainty to us also as we gather in His presence and are received by Him as members of His 

heavenly kingdom. “To Him be the glory forever and ever. Amen” (2 Timothy 4:18b). 
 

Welcome and Introduction 
 

867 Let Children Hear the Mighty Deeds  LSB 867 
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Invocation 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People:  Amen. 

 

Opening Sentences                         

Pastor: Today God’s mercy calls us: 

People: to confess our sins, 
 

Pastor: to receive forgiveness, 

People: to thank Him, 
 

Pastor: to live with gratitude, 

People: to give others the mercy we ourselves receive, 
 

Pastor: and to walk humbly with God in all we say and do. 

 

Confession and Absolution                                  

Pastor: Let us confess our sins to God and to one another. 
 

[A moment of silence for personal prayers of confession.] 
 

Pastor: We have sinned against You, O God, in thought, word, and deed. 

People: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 
 

Pastor: We have not loved You with our whole heart. 

People: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 
 

Pastor: We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

People: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 
 

Pastor: We have been arrogant in attitude and action. 

People: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 
 

Pastor: Everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be 

exalted. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
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Prayer of the Day 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, You are always more ready to hear than we to pray and 

always ready to give more than we either desire or deserve. Pour down on us the 

abundance of Your mercy; forgive us those things of which our conscience is afraid; and 

give us those good things for which we are not worthy to ask except by the merits and 

mediation of Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading  Genesis 4:1–15 

1Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, “I have gotten a man 

with the help of the LORD.” 2And again, she bore his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of 

sheep, and Cain a worker of the ground. 3In the course of time Cain brought to the LORD an 

offering of the fruit of the ground, 4and Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of 

their fat portions. And the LORD had regard for Abel and his offering, 5but for Cain and his 

offering he had no regard. So Cain was very angry, and his face fell. 6The LORD said to Cain, 

“Why are you angry, and why has your face fallen? 7If you do well, will you not be accepted? 

And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is for you, but you must rule 

over it.” 
8Cain spoke to Abel his brother. And when they were in the field, Cain rose up against his 

brother Abel and killed him. 9Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is Abel your brother?” He said, 

“I do not know; am I my brother’s keeper?” 10And the LORD said, “What have you done? The 

voice of your brother’s blood is crying to me from the ground. 11And now you are cursed from 

the ground, which has opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood from your hand. 
12When you work the ground, it shall no longer yield to you its strength. You shall be a fugitive 

and a wanderer on the earth.” 13Cain said to the LORD, “My punishment is greater than I can 

bear. 14Behold, you have driven me today away from the ground, and from your face I shall be 

hidden. I shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds me will kill me.” 
15Then the LORD said to him, “Not so! If anyone kills Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him 

sevenfold.” And the LORD put a mark on Cain, lest any who found him should attack him.  
 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle  2 Timothy 4:6–8, 16–18 

6For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has 

come. 7I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8Henceforth 

there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will 

award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing. 
16At my first defense no one came to stand by me, but all deserted me. May it not be charged 

against them! 17But the Lord stood by me and strengthened me, so that through me the 

message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from the 

lion’s mouth. 18The Lord will rescue me from every evil deed and bring me safely into his 

heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Holy Gospel  Luke 18:9–17 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eighteenth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

9[Jesus] also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, 

and treated others with contempt: 10“Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee 

and the other a tax collector. 11The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you 

that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12I 

fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’ 13But the tax collector, standing far off, would not 

even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14I 

tell you, this man went down to his house justified, rather than the other. For everyone who 

exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.” 
15Now they were bringing even infants to him that he might touch them. And when the 

disciples saw it, they rebuked them. 16But Jesus called them to him, saying, “Let the children 

come to me, and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God. 17Truly, I say to 

you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.” 
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Children’s Message 
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Hymn of the Day 

668 Rise! To Arms! With Prayer Employ You  LSB 668 
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Sermon 
 

Apostles’ Creed  
 

Offering 
 

As we resume collecting our tithes and offerings during the worship service, we realize some people 

may not feel comfortable handling the offering plate at this time. Others may wish to continue to 

send their offerings through the mail or to give online at MtOliveFG.org for other reasons. However 

you choose to give, thank you for continuing to support the ministry of Mt. Olive Lutheran Church.  
 

Offering Prayer 
Pastor: Let us pray 

People: Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what You have first given us: 

ourselves, our time, our possessions, signs of Your gracious love.  Receive them 

for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 

Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: Hear our Prayer 

 

Lord’s Prayer  

 

Benediction  Numbers 6:24–26
  

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
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830 Spread the Reign of God the Lord  LSB 830 

 

 
 

5 Enter, mighty Word, the field; 

Ripe the promise of its yield. 

But the reapers, oh, how few 

For the work there is to do! 

6 Lord of harvest, great and kind, 

Rouse to action heart and mind; 

Let the gath’ring nations all 

See Your light and heed Your call. 
 

Public domain 

 

Announcements 

Pastor: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Scripture Reader: Verne Ferguson 
 

Acolyte: Wiley Koschmann 
 

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God by Lydia Harris. 
 

Last Sunday: 58  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


