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MT. OLIVE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

2327 17th Ave.  Forest Grove, OR  97116   Office: 503-357-2511 

Pastor Nick Koschmann                                     Sunday Worship 10:00am 

Fourth Sunday in Lent          Sunday, March 27th, 2022 

As We Gather 
Barabbas was a heartless, brutal criminal with anger in his heart and blood on his hands. Custom dictated that 

Pontius Pilate should release one prisoner at the feast of Passover. Pilate knows Jesus is innocent and tries to get the 

crowd to ask for Jesus’ release, but the crowd calls instead for Barabbas. The crowd condemns the innocent Jesus and 

demands that the guilty Barabbas receive a pardon. We are Barabbas. We are guilty and sinful and deserving of 

death. But we are also Barabbas in that Jesus takes our place, takes our punishment, and sets us free. 

Welcome and Introduction 

849 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness  LSB 849 
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Invocation        
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People:  Amen. 
 

Opening Sentences 
Pastor: As we continue our Lenten journey, we watch as Jesus stands trial before the Roman 

governor, Pontius Pilate. 

People: Pilate knows that Jesus is innocent. 
 

Pastor: Pilate tries to set Jesus free, 

People: but the people call for a thief and murderer named Barabbas. 
 

Pastor: Though Barabbas is guilty, he is set free. 

People: Though Jesus is innocent, He is condemned to die. 
 

Confession and Absolution     

Pastor: We are like Barabbas. We are guilty. We all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of 

God. The wages of sin is death. Still, our heavenly Father invites us to return to Him and 

seek His forgiveness. 

People: Heavenly Father, we have sinned against You and against our neighbors in our 

thoughts, words, and actions. We have rebelled against Your rule and reign. We 

know our guilt. We know we deserve the punishment of death. But we seek Your 

abundant mercy on account of Jesus. 
 

Pastor: Almighty God, in His mercy, has given His Son to die for you. Jesus stands in your place 

and takes the punishment for your sin. He endures death for you. Therefore, as a called 

and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. We are pardoned. We are set free because of Jesus. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

Merciful Lord, You are our refuge in time of trouble and our hope in distress. Keep us in 

Your care that we may be raised from the death of sin to life in Christ and give faithful 

witness to Your mercy by proclaiming Your name and Your salvation to the nations; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 



3 

 

Old Testament Reading  Zechariah 9:11–12 

Epistle  2 Corinthians 3:15–18 

Holy Gospel  John 18:33–40 

 

Children’s Message 
 

Sermon Hymn 

430 My Song Is Love Unknown  LSB 430 sts. 1–3, 5, 7 

 

 

 

 
 

7 Here might I stay and sing, 

    No story so divine! 

Never was love, dear King, 

    Never was grief like Thine. 

 This is my friend, 

    In whose sweet praise 

    I all my days 

Could gladly spend! 
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Sermon 
     Week 4: Barabbas 

 

Apostles’ Creed  

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life  everlasting. Amen. 

 

Offering 
 

As we resume collecting our tithes and offerings during the worship service, we realize some people 

may not feel comfortable handling the offering plate at this time. Others may wish to continue to 

send their offerings through the mail or to give online at MtOliveFG.org for other reasons. However 

you choose to give, thank you for continuing to support the ministry of Mt. Olive Lutheran Church.  

 

Offering Prayer 
Pastor: Let us pray  

People: Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what You have first given us: 

ourselves, our time, our possessions, signs of Your gracious love.  Receive them 

for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: Hear our Prayer 

 

Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Benediction   

Pastor: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the  Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and 

preserve you. 

People: Amen. 
 

349 Hark the Glad Sound  LSB 349 sts. 2–4 
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Announcements 
 

Pastor: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Scripture Reader:  

 

Acolyte: Ellie Gray 

 

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God by the Ministries Board. 

 

Last Sunday: 50 
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