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MT. OLIVE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2327 17th Ave.  Forest Grove, OR  97116             Office: 503-357-2511 

Pastor Nick Koschmann                              Sunday Worship 10:00am 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service     Friday, December 24th, 2021 

 

As We Gather 
God’s love was promised and fulfilled in the person of Jesus Christ. Despite ongoing sin and 

sinfulness by His human creatures, God loved us so much that our Lord was born as one of us so 

that He could die for us. When He appeared on the scene of human history, it marked the start of 

His fulfilling the very promises He had made centuries before. But His love was not finished for us 

until He was born in our hearts. That took the gracious gift of faith by which we receive His great 

love and are enabled to share it with others. We now celebrate the start of Christ’s love at His birth 

in Bethlehem and His finishing it as He is born anew in our hearts in time and into eternity. 

Welcome and Introduction 

Opening Carol 

379 O Come, All Ye Faithful  LSB 379 
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Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. When all 

was still, and it was night. 

C Your almighty Word, O Lord, descended from the royal throne. 

P In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 

C The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen His glory, 

glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
P Almighty God, we are people who have walked in darkness. 

C We have failed to look to the light of Christ. 

P Although we call Him the Prince of Peace. 

C We have fought with each other and have no peace in our hearts. 

P We proclaim the wonders of His love. 

C But we fail to love You or our neighbor. 

P Although we show devotion and love for You at Christmas. 

C At other times of the year we forget all about You. 

P We are indeed unworthy for Christ to come among us. 

C Forgive our sins for the sake of Jesus. 

P To us a Child is born; to us a Son is given.  The angel said:  “You shall call Him 

Jesus, for He shall save His people from their sins.”  Because of Jesus, His birth, 

death, and resurrection, and by His command and in His stead, I forgive you your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Thanks be to God!  Amen! 
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380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing  LSB 380 
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Collect of the Day    
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray: 

O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the true 

Light.  Grant that as we have known the mysteries of that Light on earth we may 

also come to the fullness of His joys in heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading Isaiah 9:2-7 

2 The people who walked in darkness 

have seen a great light; 

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 

on them has light shined. 
3You have multiplied the nation; 

you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 

as with joy at the harvest, 

as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
4For the yoke of his burden, 

and the staff for his shoulder, 

the rod of his oppressor, 

you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult 

and every garment rolled in blood 

will be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6For to us a child is born, 

to us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7Of the increase of his government and of peace 

there will be no end, 

on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 

to establish it and to uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

from this time forth and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Titus 3:4–7  Titus 3:4–7 

4But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5he saved 

us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, 

by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 6whom he poured out 

on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7so that being justified by his grace we 

might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.  
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Holy Gospel  Luke 2:1-20 

P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 2nd Chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 2This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And 

all went to be registered, each to his own town. 4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, 

from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, 

because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5to be registered with Mary, his 

betrothed, who was with child. 6And while they were there, the time came for her to 

give birth. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling 

cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over 

their flock by night. 9And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 

Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. 10And the angel said to them, 

“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all the 

people. 11For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 

Lord. 12And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths 

and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host praising God and saying, 

14“Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 
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15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the 

Lord has made known to us.” 16And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, 

and the baby lying in a manger.  
17And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them 

concerning this child. 18And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told 

them. 19But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20And the 

shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it 

had been told them. 

P This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ! 
 

Children’s Message 
 

364 Away in a Manger  LSB 364 
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Sermon:  Christmas Cancelled? 
 

Confession of Faith 

C I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from 

the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

P What does this mean? 

C I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and 

also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a 

lost and condemned person, purchased and won me from all sins, from death, 

and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, 

precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death, that I may be His 

own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting 

righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, 

lives and reigns to all eternity. This is most certainly true. 

(Taken from Luther’s explanation of the 2nd Article of the Apostles’ Creed in his Small Catechism) 

 

Offering 
 

As we resume collecting our tithes and offerings during the worship service, we realize some people 

may not feel comfortable handling the offering plate at this time. Others may wish to continue to 

send their offerings through the mail or to give online at MtOliveFG.org for other reasons. However 

you choose to give, thank you for continuing to support the ministry of Mt. Olive Lutheran Church. 
 

While we collect our Christmas offerings we ask that you record your attendance  

with us tonight in the Record of Fellowship Book located at the end of your pew.  

Please record your name and any contact info you wish to share. Feel free to also indicate  

if you would like to be contacted by Pastor Koschmann or somebody else from Mt. Olive. 
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Offering Carol: O Holy Night 

O Holy night! The stars are brightly shining 

It is the night of our dear Savior's birth 

Long lay the world in sin and error pining 

'Til He appears and the soul felt its worth 

A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices 

For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn 

Fall on your knees; O hear the Angel voices! 

O night divine, O night when Christ was born 

O night, O Holy night, O night divine! 

 

Prayer of the Church  
After each petition… 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 

A Celebration of Light 
The Pastor will light his candle from the Christ Candle which symbolizes that Christ is the 

Light of the world.  After the ushers have lit their candles from the pastor’s candle, they will 

pass down the aisle allowing the worshiper at the end of each pew to light their candle.  

Tip only the unlit candle when lighting your candle from your neighbor’s.  Keep the 

candles lit through the Litany, the singing of Silent Night, and the Benediction. 
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P The world was dark and still until the light of Christ appeared. 

C Let the Lord’s light shine on those who sit in darkness. 

 

P The Babe of Bethlehem glows with the Good News of forgiveness, life, and 

salvation to all. 
 

C Let the Lord’s light shine on those who sit in darkness. 

 

P A sparkling star in the heavens and a glorious company of angels announce Christ’s 

holy birth. 

C Let the message of Christ’s birth come to light within us. 

 
 

P The shepherds go to the manger and share what they have seen. 

C Let us spread the light of God’s love in Bethlehem to the people gathered 

here. 

 
 

P For in Christ’s light, 

C We see God’s light. 

 
 

P From this day forward may the birth of Christ Jesus be a lamp unto our feet, 

C And may it be a light for our path through all the coming days. 

 
 

P Come, let us live 

C In the light of the Lord. 
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Carol 

363 Silent Night, Holy Night  LSB 363 
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Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Thank you for worshipping with us this evening. 

Please join us tomorrow morning for our Christmas Day  

service at 10:00 or any Sunday morning at 10:00. 

God’s richest blessings to you and your family as you  

continue to celebrate our Savior’s birth. 
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Closing Carol 

387 Joy to the World  LSB 387 
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