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MT. OLIVE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

2327 17th Ave.  Forest Grove, OR  97116   Office: 503-357-2511 

Pastor Nick Koschmann                                     Sunday Worship 10:00am 

Third Sunday in Advent    Sunday, December 12th, 2021 

As We Gather 
Welcome to our Advent worship series, God With Us. Each week in this series focuses on a different word 

picture of the coming Christ found in the poetic and prophetic words of Isaiah. In our worship for today 

we will remember that God is with us as our Living Branch, who died and rose to give us eternal life. 
 

Welcome and Introduction 
 

Welcoming New Members 
 

Opening Song 

379 O Come, All Ye Faithful  LSB 379 sts. 1, rf, 3–4 
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Invocation        

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People:  Amen. 
 

Lighting of the Third Advent Candle  
 

Confession and Absolution     
 

Pastor: Let us confess our sins to God, our Father. 

People: Faithful Father, who sent Jesus as the fulfillment of the promised Savior, we 

confess that our distracted doing has shrouded our Advent and turned us to 

follow our own way. Forgive us for shaping the celebration to fit our desires. 

Seize us by your Spirit. Focus our eyes and hearts on the coming Christ. Inspire us 

with Christ’s advent so that we shout from the housetops the Good News that in 

the coming Savior God is indeed with us. Make us into your joy-filled messengers, 

sharing your powerful Word of salvation for all. 
 

Pastor: Jesus has promised that the sins we forgive on earth will also be forgiven in heaven. 

Trusting that precious promise, as a called and ordained minister of the Gospel, I 

confidently declare to you that, in Jesus Christ, all of your sins are forgiven and you are 

privileged to share that same forgiveness with all the others in your life. We are filled 

with Jesus’ light of life so that we can shine among the people of this world like stars in 

the sky. 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
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Call to Worship  

Pastor: A voice cries out, “In the wilderness clear a way for the Lord; 

People: make a way in the desert, a road for our God. 
 

Pastor: Every valley must be lifted up, and every mountain and hill leveled. 

People: The rough places will become a level plain, the rugged land a wide valley. 
 

Pastor: The glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all people will see it at the same time. 

People: For the Lord has decreed it.” 
 

Pastor: “Go up on a high mountain, O herald Zion! 

People: Shout out loudly, O herald Jerusalem! Shout, don’t be afraid! 
 

Pastor: Say to the towns of Judah, ‘Here is your God!’” 

People: “Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son. 
 

Pastor: And they shall call his name Immanuel (which means God with us).” 

People: “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory 

as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.” 

 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
 

Promised Savior, living Lord, we celebrate the new life you bring through your life, 

death and resurrection. We give thanks for your coming, for your promised salvation. 

As root of Jesse, the coming promised new life grown from the patriarch and prophets, 

we open our hearts to receive you this Advent time and join the saints through the 

ages in witnessing to the gift of faith and life that you bring to us and to all. We affirm 

your rule along with the Father and the Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 11:1–10 

Epistle  Colossians 2:6–10 

Holy Gospel  John 15:1–5 
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Preschool Singing 
 

Sunday School Christmas Program 
 

Preschool and Sunday School Singing 
 

Sermon Song (sung by Sunday School kids): What a Glorious Night 
 

Sermon 

     Week 3: Our Living Branch 
 

Apostles’ Creed  

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life  everlasting. Amen. 
 

Offering 
 

As we resume collecting our tithes and offerings during the worship service, we realize some people 

may not feel comfortable handling the offering plate at this time. Others may wish to continue to 

send their offerings through the mail or to give online at MtOliveFG.org for other reasons. However 

you choose to give, thank you for continuing to support the ministry of Mt. Olive Lutheran Church.  
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Offering Prayer 

Pastor: Let us pray  

People: Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what You have first given us: 

ourselves, our time, our possessions, signs of Your gracious love.  Receive them 

for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 

Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: Hear our Prayer 
 

Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Benediction  
  

Pastor: Now may our God of grace, fill you with his presence, guide you with his light, comfort 

you with his peace and may almighty God, Father,  Son and Spirit bless you now and 

always.  

People: Amen. 
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380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing  LSB 380 
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Announcements 

Pastor: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Scripture Reader: Sunday School Kids 
 

Acolyte: Ginny Koschmann 
 

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God by Jeff and Elena Rasmussen in celebration 

of their Anniversary. 
 

Last Sunday: 61 
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