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MT. OLIVE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

2327 17th Ave.  Forest Grove, OR  97116    Office: 503-357-2511 

Pastor Nick Koschmann                                       Sunday Worship 10:00am 

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost   Sunday, September 26th, 2021 

As We Gather 
In biblical times, salt was treasured almost as much as gold. Among its many uses was preserving food and other 

perishables. In today’s Gospel, Jesus calls us salt, by which He reveals how much God values us. Sometimes people 

outside the Church also see our worth and offer their support. It is nothing new! Moses valued two men who received 

the Spirit even though they were missing from gathering with the seventy elders. Jesus valued a man healing in His 

name, though he was not one of the Twelve. We are worth our salt, our relationship to Christ, so much that a person 

receiving us receives Christ. And within the Church, our saltiness supports, prays for, cheers up, confesses, and forgives 

our fellow members. We are worth so much that God does not want anything to cause us to stumble. “Have salt in 

yourselves,” He says, “and be at peace with one another.” 

Welcome and Introduction 

839 O Christ, Our True and Only Light  LSB 839 
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Invocation 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People:  Amen. 

 

Opening Sentences         Psalm 104:33–34 

Pastor: I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; 

People: I will sing praise to my God while I have being. 
 

Pastor: May my meditation be pleasing to Him, 

People: for I rejoice in the LORD. 

 

Confession and Absolution                 James 5:7, 9, 12, 14, 16; Mark 9:50; Psalm 104:31, 35b 

Pastor: We enjoy singing praises to God, but we truly need Him to look down on us in mercy. 

So often we fail to follow the directives for Christian living, which we will read about in 

today’s Epistle. So James urges, “Confess your sins to one another and pray for one 

another, that you may be healed.” Let us ask God for grace and mercy. 
 

     [Silence for reflection] 
 

Pastor: James writes, “Be patient . . . until the coming of the Lord. . . . Do not grumble against 

one another, brothers. . . . Let your ‘yes’ be yes and your ‘no’ be no. . . . Is anyone 

among you sick? . . . Pray over him.” 

People: We confess our impatience, our lack of love for our brothers and sisters in Christ, 

and our words that do not always reflect the love You have for us. We have sinned 

in thought, word, and deed. Heavenly Father, our only hope is in Your grace and 

mercy. Forgive us for Jesus’ sake. 
 

Pastor: God has cured our sickness of sin by sending His Son to die in our place. He values us 

and calms our fears, saying, “Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace.” As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

Pastor: May the glory of the LORD endure forever; 

People: may the LORD rejoice in His works. 

Bless the LORD, O my soul! Praise the LORD! 
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Hymn of Praise 

816 From All That Dwell Below the Skies  LSB 816 sts. 1–2 
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Prayer of the Day 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

Everlasting Father, source of every blessing, mercifully direct and govern us by Your 

Holy Spirit that we may complete the works You have prepared for us to do; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading  Numbers 11:4–6, 10–16, 24–29 

Epistle  James 5:13–20 

Holy Gospel  Mark 9:38–50 
 

Children’s Message 
 

Hymn of the Day 

848 Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service  LSB 848 
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Sermon 
 

Apostles’ Creed  

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life  everlasting. Amen. 

 

Offering 
 

As we resume collecting our tithes and offerings during the worship service, we realize some people 

may not feel comfortable handling the offering plate at this time. Others may wish to continue to 

send their offerings through the mail or to give online at MtOliveFG.org for other reasons. However 

you choose to give, thank you for continuing to support the ministry of Mt. Olive Lutheran Church.  

 

Offering Prayer 
Pastor: Let us pray 

People: Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what You have first given us: 

ourselves, our time, our possessions, signs of Your gracious love.  Receive them 

for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 

Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: Hear our Prayer 

 

Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Benediction  Numbers 6:24–26
  

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
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718 Jesus, Lead Thou On  LSB 718 
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Announcements 
Pastor: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God by Janet Anderson in memory of her son 

Duane Anderson. 

 

Last Sunday: 58 
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