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MT. OLIVE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

2327 17th Ave.  Forest Grove, OR  97116    Office: 503-357-2511 

Pastor Nick Koschmann                                       Sunday Worship 10:00am 

St. James the Elder, Apostle              Sunday, July 25th, 2021 

As We Gather 
St. James the Elder is one of the better-known disciples. He, his brother John, the other son of Zebedee the 

fisherman, and Peter comprise the inner circle of the disciples. He has a special closeness to Jesus. That close 

relationship to the Lord may well have led to his becoming the first of the disciples of Jesus to die a martyr’s 

death. He was condemned to die by King Herod and was beheaded most likely in AD 44—in the very first years 

of the Church at Jerusalem. Tradition suggests that his final resting place was at Santiago da Campostela in 

Spain, a place that has been visited by many Christian pilgrims through the centuries. The scallop shell, 

associated with Christian pilgrims for many centuries, is linked to the sacred remembrance of St. James the 

Elder, who was called to discipleship by Jesus at the Sea of Galilee. When Jesus said to James the Elder and his 

brother John, “The cup that I drink you will drink, and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be 

baptized,” He was affirming that there is a cost that is paid by all who would be disciples of Jesus. For James, 

that cost of discipleship would include his very life. In losing his earthly life, he served the cause of his Savior 

and in so doing fulfilled the prophetic words of Jesus: “But whoever would be great among you must be your 

servant, and whoever would be first among you must be slave of all.” The disciple and martyr James the Elder 

serves us as a guide and a mentor, and we proceed through our lives on the pilgrimage that takes us not to an 

earthly destination, but to the eternal courts of heaven. 

Welcome and Introduction 

517 By All Your Saints in Warfare  (Sung to the tune of Hosanna, Loud Hosanna) LSB 517 sts. 1, 21, 3 

1 By all Your saints in warfare, 

    For all Your saints at rest, 

Your holy name, O Jesus, 

    Forevermore be blest! 

For You have won the battle 

    That they might wear the crown; 

And now they shine in glory 

    Reflected from Your throne. 

21 St. James the Elder, Apostle (July 25) 

   O Lord, for James we praise You, 

       Who fell to Herod’s sword; 

   He drank the cup of suff’ring 

       And thus fulfilled Your word. 

   Lord, curb our vain impatience 

       For glory and for fame, 

   Equip us for such suff’rings 

       As glorify Your name. 

 
3 Then let us praise the Father 

    And worship God the Son 

And sing to God the Spirit, 

    Eternal Three in One, 

Till all the ransomed number 

    Fall down before the throne, 

Ascribing pow’r and glory 

    And praise to God alone. 
 

© 1993 Harlyn J. Kuschel. Used by permission. © 2006 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission. Public domain 
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Invocation 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People:  Amen. 

 

Opening Sentences          Romans 10:15b, 18b; Isaiah 52:7b, alt.; 1 Peter 3:8, 15 

Pastor: How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news, 

People: who publish peace and bring good news of salvation. 
 

Pastor: Their voice has gone out to all the earth, 

People: and their words to the ends of the world. 
 

Pastor: Have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a humble mind. 

People: In your hearts regard Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a 

defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you. 

 

Confession and Absolution                  
Pastor: Let us confess our sin to God, our gracious Father. 

People: Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, maker of all things, judge of all 

people, we humbly confess our sins to You. We are by nature sinful and unclean. 

We have not observed and honored Your Law in our thinking, speaking, or doing. 

We have followed our own ways and have not obeyed Your commands. We have 

not always been merciful, meek, or peaceable. We repent of our many sins and 

ask Your forgiveness. 
 

Pastor: In His mercy, God hears our confession and responds with forgiveness and love. As a 

called and ordained servant of my Lord Jesus Christ and at His gracious command, I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole 

spirit, soul, and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who 

calls you is faithful; He will surely do it. Go in  peace. 

People: Amen. 
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Hymn of Praise 

857 Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way  LSB 857 sts. 1, 4 

 

 

 
 

© 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission. 

Public domain 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

O gracious God, Your servant and apostle James was the first among the Twelve to 

suffer martyrdom for the name of Jesus Christ. Pour out upon the leaders of Your 

Church that spirit of self-denying service that they may forsake all false and passing 

allurements and follow Christ alone, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

First Reading  Acts 11:27—12:5 

Epistle  Romans 8:28–39 

Holy Gospel  Mark 10:35–45 

 

Children’s Message 
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Hymn of the Day 

420 Christ, the Life of All the Living  LSB 420 sts. 1, 3–5, 7 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee, 

    That from pain I might be free; 

Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee: 

    Thence I gain security; 

Comfortless Thy soul did languish 

Me to comfort in my anguish. 

    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 

    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

7 Then, for all that wrought my pardon, 

    For Thy sorrows deep and sore, 

For Thine anguish in the Garden, 

    I will thank Thee evermore, 

Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing, 

For Thy bleeding and Thy dying, 

    For that last triumphant cry, 

    And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high. 
 

Public domain 
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Sermon 
 

Offering 
 

Since we are unable to collect an offering during the service, we want to thank everyone who has continued to 

support the ministry of Mt. Olive by mailing in their offerings, dropping their offering through the mail slot in 

the office door, and through online giving, If you would like to give online visit our website www.MtOliveFG.org. 

 

Apostles’ Creed  

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life  everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: Hear our Prayer 
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Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Benediction  Numbers 6:24–26
  

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
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716 I Walk in Danger All the Way  LSB 716 sts. 1–3, 5 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 I walk with Jesus all the way, 

    His guidance never fails me; 

Within His wounds I find a stay 

    When Satan’s pow’r assails me; 

And by His footsteps led, 

My path I safely tread. 

    No evil leads my soul astray; 

    I walk with Jesus all the way. 
 

Public domain 
 

Announcements 
Pastor: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God by Jim and Patti Love. 
 

Last Sunday: 64 


