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MT. OLIVE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

2327 17th Ave.  Forest Grove, OR  97116    Office: 503-357-2511 

Pastor Nick Koschmann                                       Sunday Worship 10:00am 

Fourth of July                Sunday, July 4th, 2021 

As We Gather 

This July 4th, we once again celebrate the political freedoms we enjoy in the United States of 

America. In our Gospel Reading, Jesus speaks of a more important freedom, that is, spiritual 

freedom. This is crucial. For, though we may experience certain precious freedoms in our 

country that other peoples and nations do not enjoy, we will never truly be free until we take 

Jesus’ words in our Gospel Reading to heart. 

 

Welcome and Introduction 
 

555 Salvation unto Us Has Come  LSB 555 sts. 1–3, 8–9 
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8 The Law reveals the guilt of sin 

    And makes us conscience-stricken; 

But then the Gospel enters in 

    The sinful soul to quicken. 

Come to the cross, trust Christ, and live; 

The Law no peace can ever give, 

    No comfort and no blessing. 

9 Faith clings to Jesus’ cross alone 

    And rests in Him unceasing; 

And by its fruits true faith is known, 

    With love and hope increasing. 

For faith alone can justify; 

Works serve our neighbor and supply 

    The proof that faith is living. 
 

Public domain 

 

Invocation 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People:  Amen. 

 

Opening Sentences    1 Corinthians 10:12–13; Hebrews 4:15–16     

Pastor: Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. No temptation 

has overtaken you that is not common to man. 

People: God is faithful, and He will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with 

the temptation He will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to 

endure it. 
 

Pastor: For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but 

one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 

People: Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive 

mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

 

Confession and Absolution          Psalm 124:8; 130:3–4 

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

People: who made heaven and earth. 
 

Pastor: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

People: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
 

Pastor: Because we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition and have sinned in thought, 

word, and deed, let us employ the faith the Holy Spirit has given us and go to our 

gracious heavenly Father, asking His forgiveness for the sake of His Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. 

People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting 

life. Amen. 
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Pastor: Almighty God has given His only Son to bear the punishment of our sins on the cross 

so that we might know the peace of His presence now and the joys of heaven hereafter. 

As a called and ordained servant of Christ, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

Gracious and ever-loving God, we thank and praise You for the freedom we have in You 

and also the freedom we celebrate today in our nation. As Your grace has been 

sufficient for Your people throughout all time, grant that it be sufficient for us as well 

for Your power is made perfect in our weaknesses; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading  Genesis 15:1–6 

1After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I am 

your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give 

me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, 

“Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir.” 4And 

behold, the word of the LORD came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very own son 

shall be your heir.” 5And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number 

the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 
6And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness. 

 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle  2 Corinthians 8:1–9 

1We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the 

churches of Macedonia, 2for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their 

extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. 3For they gave 

according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their own free will, 
4begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints— 5and this, not as we 

expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of God to us. 
6Accordingly, we urged Titus that as he had started, so he should complete among you this act 

of grace. 7But as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, 

and in our love for you—see that you excel in this act of grace also. 
8I say this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that your love also is 

genuine.  
9For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake 

he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. 
 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Holy Gospel  John 8:32-36 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

32and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33They answered him, “We are 

offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will 

become free’?” 
34Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 

35The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. 36So if the Son sets 

you free, you will be free indeed.  
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Hymn of the Day 

563 Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness  LSB 563 sts. 1, 3–6 

 

 

 
 

5 When from the dust of death I rise 

To claim my mansion in the skies, 

This then shall be my only plea: 

Jesus hath lived and died for me. 

6 Jesus, be endless praise to Thee, 

Whose boundless mercy hath for me, 

For me, and all Thy hands have made, 

An everlasting ransom paid. 
 

Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

Offering 
 

Since we are unable to collect an offering during the service, we want to thank everyone who has continued to 

support the ministry of Mt. Olive by mailing in their offerings, dropping their offering through the mail slot in 

the office door, and through online giving, If you would like to give online visit our website www.MtOliveFG.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mtolivefg.org/
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Apostles’ Creed  

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life  everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: Hear our Prayer 

 

Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
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Benediction  Numbers 6:24–26
  

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 

567 Not What These Hands Have Done  LSB 567 

 

 
 

5 Thy grace alone, O God, 

    To me can pardon speak; 

Thy pow’r alone, O Son of God, 

    Can this sore bondage break. 

6 I bless the Christ of God, 

    I rest on love divine, 

And with unfalt’ring lip and heart 

    I call this Savior mine. 
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Announcements 

Pastor: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God by____________________. 
 

Last Sunday: XX 
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