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LETTER FROM
PASTOR CAM
Let us talents and tongues employ...
There is a hymn that we sometimes
sing when we have communion
together. The tune to the song is
known as a Jamaican folk tune. It
has a calypso sound and you can
almost hear a steel drum playing
along. .
p. 2

MUSIC IN
WORSHIP
During the month of September, Music D
irector & Organist, Leslie Bergbower,
along with several guest musicians and
singers, will be sharing congregational
favorites chosen from past surveys
during our Sunday worship
services. See inside for sories behind the
music
p. 2

STAY CONNECTED WITH US

To be a part of TPC's social media experience, follow us
on our various platforms:
YouTube –
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFN7HODrKNw8jD-dh30cBg
Facebook – https://www.facebook.com/TopsailPresbyterian-Church-108072735887327
Instagram –
https://www.instagram.com/topsailpresbyterian.church/
Twitter - https://twitter.com/TopsailPC

YOUTUBE
LIVE
SERVICES

We will now be live streaming
our 10:30 AM service through our
YouTube channel. Just search for
Topsail Presbyterian Church in
the YouTube search bar OR click
the link in the corner below.

MUSIC IN
WORSHIP
continued from page 1

Hymn Story:

A LETTER FROM PASTOR CAM
CONTINUED
Continued from p. 1

The song is meant to sung with a joyous air in a spirit of celebration. It
is meant to celebrate the fruits of our labors, time spent together, and
the gifts of creation. You can imagine that if you hear it at a time when
you are tired or when you are going through the monotonous rhythms
of a workaday routine, your feet might start tapping, your spirit would
be invigorated, and your energy increased.
All the work that we do can be done to the Glory of God. We know that
as Presbyterians, we have been taught about what life is all about. The
Westminster Shorter Catechism has these words of wisdom for us:
Q: What is the chief end of people?
A: Our chief end is to glorify God and enjoy God forever.
A catechism is a teaching device that has a long history in Christian
education. These are meant for people of all ages and probably
designed especially for children. These are simple statements which are
easy to memorize and teach us about what we believe as a community of
faith. These words ring true for all of us at all ages. All the work that we
do can be to the Glory of God. When the work of our hands and the
labors of our lives serve God, help others, and build up the community God is Glorified.
On this Labor Day week, may God grant you sabbath rest, deeper love,
and abiding joy.
Let us talents and tongues employ,
reaching out with a shout of joy:
bread is broken, the wine is poured,
Christ is spoken and seen and heard.
Jesus lives again; earth can breathe again.
Pass the Word around: loaves abound!

Peace be with you,
Cam

It is Well with My Soul

The Horatio Spafford family of
Chicago planned an exciting
vacation to Europe for the fall of 1873.
When the time came, however,
business matters in the Spafford law
firm prevented Mr. Spafford from
accompanying his family, but he
expected to join them as soon as
possible.
Anna Spafford and four of their
daughters kissed him goodbye, then
settled in on a beautiful French
steamer for the long journey. As the
ship slipped out of port the children
waved goodbye to their father for the
last time.
Within a few days, on November 22,
an English shipping vessel struck the
hull of the ship carrying the Spaffords.
It was cut apart and sank quickly. The
girls were swept into the icy waters of
the Atlantic with 222 other people,
never to be found.
Their mother was rescued along with
other survivors and taken to Cardiff,
Wales. There she wired her husband a
brief but heart-wrenching message:
“Saved alone.” He left immediately to
join his wife. As his ship neared the
spot where the tragedy occurred, the
distraught father prayed. His words,
written in the form of a poem, have
since become the well-known hymn “It
Is Well with My Soul.” In Spafford’s
time of grief he spoke to his Lord,
whom he had learned to
love and trust in the past.
An earlier tragedy had come to the
Spafford family; in 1871, the great
Chicago fire had destroyed all of their
possessions. Grief returned again
when, in 1880, their only son,
fourteen-year-old Horatio, died of
scarlet fever.
Spafford’s strong faith, revealed in the
verses of this beloved hymn, is a
witness to the power of a loving God
who can heal the brokenhearted. The
soulful music that carries this prayerhymn was composed by Philip Bliss,
who was killed in a tragic accident a
few days after its composition. He was
thirty-three years old.

YOUR
SAVINGS
GUIDES ARE
HERE
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Hymn Story: What a Friend We Have in Jesus
Joseph Scriven watched in shock as the body of his childhood sweetheart and
fiance was pulled from the lake. Their wedding had been planned for the next
day. Reeling from the tragedy, he made up his mind to immigrate to America.
In 1844 at age 25, Joseph packed up his belongings in Dublin, Ireland, and sailed
for Canada, leaving his mother behind. He was about 25 years old.
Joseph did fall in love again. But tragedy struck a second time when his
soon to be bride, Eliza Catherine Roche, contracted tuberculosis and died in
1860 before their wedding could take place. To escape his sorrow, Joseph poured
himself into ministry, doing charity work for the Plymouth Brethren and
preaching among the Baptists. He lived a simple, obscure life in Port Hope,
Canada.
Several years later, when he received news from Ireland of his mother’s illness,
he wrote her of his love and prayers for her recovery. In the letter he enclosed a
little poem of encouragement, “What a Friend We Have in Jesus.”
While visiting Scriven, a friend saw the piece of paper on which the twelve-line
poem was written. The friend asked, “Who wrote these beautiful words?” The
humble author replied, “The Lord and I did it between us.”
Composer Charles Converse was inspired by the dynamic faith expressed in the
words and, in 1868, wrote the memorable tune loved by millions.
On October 10, 1896, Joseph became critically ill. In his delirium, he rose from
his bed and staggered outdoors where he fell into a small creek and drowned at
age 66. His grave was arranged so that his feet were opposite of those of his lost
love, Eliza Catherine Roche, that at the resurrection they might arise facing one
another. The people he loved and served in Ontario erected a monument in his
memory. The closing words reveal Joseph Scriven’s serenity and security: “In
his arms he’ll take and shield thee; thou wilt find a solace there.”

We are raising funds to support our
children & youth ministry programs here at
Topsail Presbyterian Church. These books
will be available to purchase prior to church
services on Sunday mornings. As well as 2
drive thru purchase and pick up . The 2
dates for drive thru will be September 23rd
from 10:00AM-1:00PM, October 7th from
3:00PM-6:00PM. (Outside of Fellowship
Hall)
We will ask that when purchasing an
Attraction book you have the correct
change or a check made out to TPC and in
memo Attractions Book. This is a safety
procedure we will that is very important as
well continue with safety guidelines with
COVID-19.
Attractions is a money saving book with
great deals on everything. The average
family saves over $373.60 a year with this
book.
1. The cost of each book is $25.
2. EZPAY is also accepted. Pay online with
EZPAY. Go to attractionsbook.com/pay and
enter EZPay Code: TYP1
3. Questions? Contact Shona Talbert at
shona@topsailpres.org or 910-685-2061
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Hymn Story: Just As I Am
Charlotte Elliott, born in Clapham, England in 1789 could not believe the cold,
hard facts. The prognosis of her disease was eventual paralysis. Charlotte had
experienced an active and normal life for thirty years, so the verdict about her
future resulted in a very despondent and frustrated young woman. As the months
grew into years, her frustrations grew into anger. Why would God allow such a
thing to happen?
Hoping to help her, a Swiss minister, Dr. Cesar Malan, visited the Elliotts on May
9, 1822. Over dinner, Charlotte lost her temper and railed against God and family
in a violent outburst. The embarrassed family left the room and Dr. Malan was
left alone with her. Seeking his wise counsel, Charlotte explained her hopelessness
and despair. The question that got to the source of her anguish was “You speak of
coming to Jesus, but how? I’m not fit to come.” Malan patiently explained the allknowing, but all-forgiving and loving Savior. He told Charlotte that Jesus spoke of
himself as the bread of life; that whoever comes to him will not hunger (John
6:35). As they prayed, she recognized her hungers. She wanted freedom from the
depression that plagued her. She longed for peace and hope in her
circumstances. It was a relief to say “Yes” to the simple request of Jesus: “Follow
me”.
The immediate change in her attitude was lasting. Each year she celebrated that
day as the beginning of her new life- her spiritual birthday. On this day in 1834,
she captured her new insight on paper in the poem “Just As I Am.” The music for
her poem was later composed by American gospel musician William Bradbury.
Charlotte died at age eighty-two and had written about 150 hymns. Following her
death, more than a thousand letters were discovered in her papers from people
around the world, expressing thankfulness that their lives had been redirected by
this one hymn.
Hymn Story: Be Thou My Vision
Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations,baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the HolySpirit. Matthew 28:19
St. Patrick, missionary to Ireland, is the only missionary honored with a global
holiday. Patrick was born in A.D. 373, along the banks of the River Clyde in what
is now called Scotland. His father was a deacon and his grandfather a priest.
When Patrick was about 16, raiders descended on his little town and torched his
home. When one of the pirates spotted him in the bushes, he was seized, hauled
aboard ship, and taken to Ireland as a slave. There he gave his life to the
Lord Jesus. “The Lord opened my mind to an awareness of my unbelief in order
that I might remember my transgressions and turn with all my heart to the Lord
my God”, he later wrote.
Patrick eventually escaped and returned home. But one night, in a dream, Patrick
saw an Irishman pleading with him to come evangelize Ireland. Patrick, then
about 30, returned to his former captors with only the Latin Bible in hand. As he
evangelized the countryside, multitudes came to listen. The superstitious Druids
opposed him and sought his death. But his preaching was powerful and Patrick
became one of the most fruitful evangelists of all time, planting about 200
churches and baptizing 100,000 converts.
His work endured, and several centuries later, the Irish church was still producing
hymns, prayers, sermons and songs of worship. In the eighth century, an
unknown poet wrote a prayer asking God to be his Vision, his Wisdom, and his
Best Thought by day and night. In 1905, this poem was translated into English by
Mary Elizabeth Byrne, a scholar in Dublin. Shortly thereafter it was set to a
traditional Irish folk song, “Slane,” named for an area in Ireland where Patrick
challenged the local Druids with the gospel.

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Nancy Simon
September 4
David Askins
September 6
Skip Boe
September 6
Bob Hezlep
September 6
Judith Scott
September 8
Diane Thomas
September 11
Jack Ryan Griffith September 12
Becky Grogan
September 12
Landon Consey
September 15
Giuliana Migliara September 16
Austin Padgett
September 16
Kat Padgett
September 16
Leah Hemphill
September 17
Nicki Moss
September 18
Carol Odom
September 19
Dee Ording
September 20
Judy Sidbury
September 20
Elinor Rhea
September 22
Perry Thomas
September 24
Will Rand
September 26
Roger Demchock September 27
Cooper Tracy
September 27
Bryna Fair
September 28
Esther Stillgebauer September 29
Evelyn Carpenter September 30

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
Wiley & Donna Lewis
Mitch & Janet Jenkins
David & Diane Hughes
David & Tanya Batts
Ken & Dee Ording
Bruce & Henri Filer

September 2
September 7
September 17
September 24
September 26
September 30

