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A Message from Pastor Cam
Friends,

This summer, we are going to consider some of the letters that Paul wrote in the

years of the early Church. The text for this week’s sermon includes these

encouraging words:

Now as you excel in everything - in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in utmost

eagerness, and in our love for you - so we want you to excel in this generous

undertaking. 2 Cor. 8.7

 That does sound encouraging, doesn’t it? We want you to excel. This reminds us

that for all of its life - the Church has been in it together. The Church has

encouraged its members and friends so that we might excel in the mission of

Christ together realizing that we are not called to solo missions, but to the one

mission that might best be articulated in the closing lines of Matthew’s gospel: 

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Matt. 28.19



We were visited by Kaye Bledsoe. She is a member of

First Presbyterian Jacksonville, NC. Kaye brought

greetings to us from our Presbytery’s Commission on

Ministry. She shared resources and information

regarding the ministry of the wider Church in Eastern

North Carolina.

The session members were reminded to focus on

strategic planning, vision, and long term mission as we

discern who Christ is calling us to be as a congregation.

The session approved a motion to return to standing and

singing in worship.

The session approved a motion to enter into a new

contract and purchase a new printer/copier at the end of

our current contract. Session members were encouraged

that this is an effective cost saving measure. 

The session approved a motion to invite Rev. Dr. Joseph

D. Washburn to preach on August 29th. The session

approved a motion to invite Rev. Jerrod Lowry to preach

on November 7th. These Sundays are part of our Season

of Celebration commemorating the 150th anniversary of

Topsail Presbyterian Church.  

We have a mighty task as those who follow Christ Jesus in

faith and in discipleship. Take heart, though, in knowing that

we serve a risen savior and a mighty God. Where do we find

encouraging words while we live through these days? I think

we find them in scripture. I think we find them in songs,

poems, and stories. I think we find them when we share and

visit and talk with one another in the love that binds us as the

family of faith. I know that my family has found encouraging

words over these past few weeks with texts, cards, and calls

from this congregation as we celebrate the birth of Baby

Mac. I know that I find encouraging words when I share and

serve alongside all of you in ministry here at TPC. I would like

to share some encouraging highlights from our session

meeting this month. We met on June 21 and I find these

words encouraging.

The Fellowship Committee gave an update about a

plan to rent a tent and serve lunch on Homecoming

Sunday. The date for this is August 29th and the

catered lunch will follow 10:30 worship.

The Personnel Committee gave an update regarding

the work of the search teams tasked with finding a

Director of Christian Education and Director of

Music. The input, support, and prayers of the

congregation are welcome. 

The Christian Education Committee reminded the

session of the continued need for volunteers for

Vacation Bible School.

The garden tool drive continues for Roots of

Recovery as led by our missions team.

 We hope that you have found an encouraging word here.

As TPC, we are called to serve one another in the name of

our Lord Jesus Christ. Our goal is to grow in faith, in love,

and in the ways that we connect one to another. Friends,

you are the hands and feet of Christ. You are also the

eyes and ears of this congregation. If you see or hear of a

need in our congregation. If you know of someone that

needs help, care or a visit, please communicate that to

the church office, to Pastor Cam, to a member of the

session, or a deacon. Again, we are in this together and

we want to excel as much as we can to the Glory of God. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you;

 The Lord make His face shine upon you,

 And be gracious to you;

 The Lord lift up His countenance upon you,

 And give you peace.


