
 
St. Joseph School  

 
8th Grade  

ELA – SY 2019-2020 
 

Summer Reading Assignment 
 
Novel:  The Red Badge of Courage by Stephen Crane 
              (Millennium Publications, ISBN: 978-1508482765; available at Amazon; 
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1508482764/ref=ox_sc_act_title_1?smid=ATVPDKIKX0D
ER&psc=1) 

 
 
Dear 8th Grade,  
 
This summer you will be reading a fictional story that is related to your Social Studies 
topic/assignment.  I suggest that you do the Social Studies assignment first before reading this 
novel.  This way you will have prior knowledge of the history of where the story takes place. 
Knowing the historical period will give you a better understanding of not only the setting but 
also the characters, plot, conflicts, theme, and the author’s point of view.  
 
The novel, The Red Badge of Courage is available in paperback, audio, kindle, and even online.  I 
recommend that you get the printed copy so that you are able to highlight, underline, and 
make notes as you read the story.  
 
Please make sure that you have all 4 tasks stapled together on the first day of school and a copy 
of your book. This will count as your first grade in Literature.  
 
I can’t wait to have you in my class! 
 
Have a great summer! 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Ms. Trias 

 



 
 

Task #1 Dialectical Journal:  
 
After you read each chapter, select a quote/passage that you feel is significant. Explain what you 
think is significant about this passage.  
 
Dialectical Journal Directions: Write quotes in the left column. Respond to the quotes in the right 
column. Why did you feel this was an important quote? Quotation Page Number Reaction  
 

Quotation Page Number Reaction 
   
   
   

 
Task #2 Questions:  
 
As you read, write down any questions that you have. You need to have at least one question per 
chapter.  
 
Task #3: Unfamiliar Vocabulary Words:  
 
Construct a list of at least 20 unfamiliar words along with a definition for each word.  
 
Task #4: Book Summary:  
 
Write a two page summary of your book. Listed below are some tips for writing your summary. 
Please use MLA format, 12 “, Times New-Roman, and double space.  
 
• Gather your notes. Compose a chronology with your notes about the book 
• Outline the plot.  

• Create a general synopsis of the character, setting, and theme, throughout the story.  
• Provide detailed descriptions.  
• Analyze important events in the book and omit unnecessary information that may be 

irrelevant to your summary. 
 


