
             
Station #1: Family 

Location: Prodigal Son Painting upstairs at Network 

 
Consider this… If something were to happen to your current living situation, what would 
you do? Where would you go?  
 
Imagine the various options of friends and family that would take you in, give you a place 
to sleep and let you bum a bowl of cereal or even a hot meal.  
 
Being homeless usually means you’ve lost all of your attachments. Circumstances 
may include:  

 Your parents are dead or locked in jail, enslaved to addiction, or ill health.  
 You’ve burned your bridges. You’ve screwed up with a felony or other significantly 

bad choices and your friends and family give you no grace, no second chances. 
 You were born with mental illness and your parents don’t know how to care for 

you, so they turn you over to institutional healthcare. This allows you to be raised 
by the state until you turn 18. Then what? 

 Based on some unfortunate circumstance you’ve fell into addiction, which takes 
priority over holding a steady job. You’ve found yourself on the streets and have 
no dependable friends who display the love of Jesus to help you. 

 
…The possibilities could go on and on. Homeless people have simply lost their 
dependable attachments.  
 
Prayer: Be present & grateful for your family and friends. Even though they push your 
buttons they are the ones you can call on when life gets tough. 
And pray for our homeless friends who have lost all their attachments to love and grace. 
 
 

Station #2: Exposure 
Northeast Corner of Pearl and 14th 

 
… To the elements 
The homeless population is openly exposed to the world in a variety of ways. Denver 
winters are known to dump up to 4 to 5 feet of snow on occasion and temperatures 
can range from 20 below to over 100 degrees. Denver shelters cannot accommodate a 
community of over 5,000 homeless people. As a result, in the city of Denver lives are 
lost EVERY winter due to mother nature. Several of our friends at Network have 
missing fingers or toes due to frostbite. 
 



… Another perspective on exposure… 
When we need a little privacy to do our “business” we usually have easy access to 
restrooms and other places to freshen up or change clothes. This is not a luxury of the 
homeless woman or man.  Can you imagine not having a dependable bathroom at 
your fingertips???? 
 
 
Prayer: Perhaps you’ve never had to deal with either of these or other issues related 
to exposure but there are other ways you have been exposed against your will. 
Remember that on the way to the cross God was STRIPPED OF HIS GARMENTS. He 
too knows the feeling of being exposed. Thank God that we are not alone in being 
exposed and ask God for sensitivity and a heart to assist those around you who suffer 
the emotional shame and physical pain of frequent exposure. 
 
 

Station #3: Need A Little help for FOOD 
Corner of 14th and Washington 

 
Hunger and malnutrition is a consistent reality for the homeless population. 

 
Simply take 5 minutes to stand on the corner and hold the sign. Let yourself be 
visible.  

 
What are your fears and reservations from completing this task? 

As you hold the sign pray for those who are passing you by…  
 

Station #4: Shame 
Corner of Clarkson and 14th 

 
Definition: A painful emotion caused by a strong sense of guilt, embarrassment, 
unworthiness, or disgrace. One that brings dishonor, unworthiness, or disgrace. 
 
The circumstances and ongoing plight of so many in our city is often characterized as 
a constant state of loneliness and shame. You can see it all over the face of those 
whose difficult lives are publicly exposed for all to see. Shame leads you to feel 
worthless and unmotivated, which makes it hard to find a job. Shame is such a painful 
emotion that you often feel no choice but to desperately escape and cope with it in 
whatever way is most accessible (drugs, illicit sex, violence, evil spirituality, etc.)  
 
From another perspective…  
Mental illness (which is the reality of many homeless) may cause you to never 
experience feelings of shame or guilt. This is another problem all together, but a very 



real problem that makes it extremely difficult to function and interact constructively 
with those who do experience healthy emotions of guilt and a sense of right/wrong.  
 
Prayer: We do not have a God who is distant from feelings of loneliness and shame 
but one who is able to relate to our every weakness and paralyzing emotion (See 
Hebrews 4:15). If you are currently wrestling with deep feelings of shame for 
whatever reason allow yourself to be present with it before the Father and feel the 
very face of Jesus seeing YOU for who you really are… a beloved child of God. 

 

 
Station #5: Where did you go to school? 
Corner of Clarkson and Colfax 

 
We live in a culture in which your worth is based on your level of cognitive 
intelligence and education. 

 
 About 40% of the homeless population does not have a high school education. 
 Nearly 60% of homeless people have some form of mental illness, which 

disqualifies them from climbing the educational ladder. 
 At least 20% of homeless children are unable to attend school. 

 
Imagine how employers and others look upon an individual who could not manage to 
attain even a high school education. Imagine the feelings of self worth and personal value 
attached to how well you navigated the competitive educational system.  
 
Prayer: How does Jesus weigh value and worth? Based on how well you can compete? 
Pray that YOU CAN SEE yourself and others not based on levels of intelligence or 
capacity to reason but HOW JESUS SEES us… as dearly loved children. 
 

Station #6: Temptation 
Corner of Colfax and Washington 

 
Do YOU ever experience feelings of shame, loneliness, and low self-worth? Imagine 
taking on the feelings of shame and worhtlessness of a homeless man or woman. Imagine 
being both physically hungry and emotionally starved for connection, love and affection. 
What might the intensity of these feelings drive you to?  
 
The city is filled with destructive temptations for low-income and homeless. Imagine 
this: You’ve spent weeks of scraping to get by suffering abuse and severe loneliness. In 
an act of compassion someone reaches out their car window and hands you $50.  
Would you… 



 
A) Save it to get a hotel room for that night. 
B) Go get a sandwich, a pack of cigarettes, and save the rest for food. 
C) Go to the liquor store so that you and the people you’ve been sleeping next to can 

be numb to the pain for a few hours. 
 
When faced with such desperate circumstances the opportunity to escape this world via 
chemical or spiritual evils or careless sex becomes that much more of a temptation for 
the homeless.  
 
Prayer: In light of this idea, pray how you most feel led. 

 
Station #7: Need Work 
Corner of Colfax and Pearl 
 
Why don’t these bums go get a job?  
 
Yep, some folks are simply lazy. But did you know 40% of homeless actually do have jobs 
but the income just isn’t enough to sustain housing for themselves and family. And 
imagine how difficult it is to find and sustain a job IF  
 

 You have NO family or friend support. (This is huge!) 
 You live with mental illness or some other chronic illness that causes you to call in 

sick on a regular basis. (60% of homeless have some form of mental illness) 
 You could not attain a high school diploma 
 You suffer from drug addiction or alcoholism 
 The lawn or concrete you slept on did not allow for a restful night of sleep. 
 Etc. 

 
Prayer: Spend a few moments in prayer being mindful of the sense of worthlessness a 
40-year-old man or woman may experience if they cannot hold steady employment. Pray 
that businesses around Denver would think creatively in order to provide opportunities 
of meaningful employment to those unable to compete with college degree 
 
 

Station #8: Exhaustion vs. Rest 
Corner of Colfax and Pennsylvania 

 
How does your mind and body feel if you have not experienced at least one full night of 
restful sleep during the course of a week? The homeless person struggles to find a spot 
to sleep that is free from the harassment of police officers, gangs, or other inconsiderate 



homeless people. Consequently, the lack of quality rest makes it very difficult to stay 
physically and mentally healthy or be ready for a long hard day of labor. 
 
Also, the street community does not have the option of hopping in the car to find food or 
resources. Many within the street community report walking about 16 miles a day. 
 

Jesus said, “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I 

will give you rest.” 

 
Prayer: Pray that we the church would not only echo but embody Jesus’ words inviting 
the weary to places and relationships of rest, real relationship, and vitality.   
 
 

Station #9: A sense of safety?  
Corner of Pennsylvania and 14th 

 
Did you know that some gangs initiate new members by having them beat a 

homeless man to death? When you reside in a segment of society that is considered 
worthless by the majority how safe would you feel?  
 
Many people who are unfamiliar with the inner city cannot fathom living and raising 
children there because of the issue of safety. Imagine if you had no door to lock behind 
you at night. When everyone is fighting to survive who can you really trust to watch your 
back?  
 
Prayer: Pray for God’s protection over our friends at Network Coffee House.  
And be present to the reality expressed by the Apostle Paul in Romans 8:15… 
 

For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to 

fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, 

"Abba… Father." 
 
  

Station #10: The lenses of levels… 
Northwest corner of 14th and Pearl 
 
 
Our consumer culture has a way of encouraging us to operate within a world of distinct 
categories and separated levels. Often when we look out into the world we frantically 
seek to understand where we are located. When I walk into a room of people am I 



inferior or superior to these folks. Am I more or less intelligent? More or less attractive? 
Our list of critical judgments go on and on and the sense of competition is exhausting.   
 
The environment of Network Coffee House and places like it can powerfully remind us 
that the levels we often see through are nothing but illusion. Jesus reminds us of this 
throughout the Gospels with words like “Let anyone of you who is without sin, throw the 
first stone.”  Be present to the fact that we are all equally valued and we can rest without 
having to compete for God’s acceptance. 
 
Henri Nouwen on the integration of our light and shadows… 
 
It is the growing ability to allow the dark side of our personality to enter into our awareness and 
thus prevent a one-sided life in which only that which is presentable to the outside world is 
considered as a real part of ourselves. To come to an inner unity, totality, and wholeness, every 
part of our self should be accepted and integrated. Christ represents the light in us. But Christ was 
crucified between two murderers and we cannot deny them, and certainly not the murderers who 
live in us. 
 
 
Prayer: Take a few meaningful moments to simply breath deep and experience the 
ridiculous acceptance of a God who refuses to play the levels game but loves you 
uniquely in the mess of the here and now.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


