How is baptism practiced at
White Rock Baptist Church?
We have a baptismal tank built into
the front wall of our church
sanctuary. During a worship service,
the person being baptized will enter
the tank along with a pastor or
other Christian mentor, who will ask
them if they have accepted Jesus
Christ as their own Lord and Saviour.
They may wish to share a short
testimony of how they came to
believe in Jesus, or a verse of
Scripture that is important to them.
Then they are fully immersed in the
water, and lifted out again. A
certificate of baptism will be
presented to them and the church
will celebrate with them and their
family.

Could baptism be the next step
for you?
Please continue reading through
this pamphlet, and If you would like
more information or are considering
being baptized, please speak to
any of our pastors, or email the
church office at
office@whiterockbaptist.ca.
We would love to share this special
experience with you!

White Rock Baptist Church
seeks to be a loving community
of hope in Jesus Christ,
worshipping God
and growing in faith
to impact the world.

If you need any more information,
feel free to browse our website at
whiterockbaptist.ca or email
office@whiterockbaptist.ca.
604-531-2344
1657 - 140 Street, Surrey BC

What is Baptism?
Baptism is one of the two practices that
Jesus
specifically
commanded
his
followers to do (the other is the Lord’s
Supper, or Communion). In Matthew
28:19-20 he said, “Therefore go and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them
to obey everything I have commanded
you.” In obedience to this command we
regularly offer the opportunity to be
baptized at WRBC. We refer to both
baptism and Communion as “ordinances”
because they are founded on the
authoritative decrees of Jesus.
Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist at
the beginning of his ministry, to set an
example for us (Matt. 3:13-17). When we
are baptized, we are publicly declaring
our total commitment to him as our Lord
and Saviour. Jesus stressed the importance
of being willing to proudly confess our
faith in him to others (Matt. 10:32). This act
of obedience benefits both the one being
baptized and encourages those witnessing
the baptism.
The WRBC Statement of Faith says that
“Baptism occurs once at the beginning of
the Christian life. It is the immersion of a
believer in water as a confession of
identification with Christ’s death, burial
and resurrection.” This requires some
explanation, because baptism is a
multi-faceted symbol. It reminds us of at
least three important truths:

When should I be baptized?
k We have received a new spiritual birth: In

John 3:3-5 Jesus speaks about the need
to be born again, “of water and the
spirit.” We are born again at the
moment of conversion, when we repent
of our sin, accept Jesus’ death for us on
the cross, and receive the Holy Spirit.
Baptism is a visible symbol of that new,
invisible spiritual birth, which is why it
should take place as soon after
conversion as possible.
k We

have been cleansed of our sin:
Baptism by immersion looks a lot like
taking a bath! This is to remind us that
Jesus has washed us clean of all our
sins: past, present and future. The
Apostle Paul called this the “washing of
rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit”
(Titus 3:5).

k We have been buried and raised with

Christ: When we lie back into the water
and are lifted up, it reminds us of how
Christ was laid in the grave and rose
again. It marks the end of our old life
and the beginning of a new one.
Romans 6:4 says, “We were therefore
buried with him through baptism into
death in order that, just as Christ was
raised from the dead through the glory
of the Father, we too may live a new
life.”
You will notice that each of these truths is
phrased in the past tense. Baptism does
not impart salvation; it is something we do
after we have been saved to symbolize
what has already taken place within us.

If you have accepted Jesus Christ as your
Lord and Saviour, you have no reason not
to be baptized. It is an important first step
in your faith journey, and visibly marks your
entrance into the family of believers. It
does not mean that you have everything
figured out or that you have no more
doubts or questions – it is just the first step.
If you’ve already been a Christian for a
long time, don’t wait any longer!
There is no official age at which we
baptize children in our church. It is up to
them to decide when they are ready to
take this step of faith. If they are
particularly young, we will want to be sure
that they are choosing baptism of their
own free will and not under pressure from
anyone. They should be able to tell us
what baptism means and why they want
to do it. If they can show that they love
Jesus and want to follow him, they can be
baptized!
We do not baptize infants, as we believe
that baptism should be chosen freely by
those who wish to declare their intention
to follow Jesus. Instead of infant baptism
we practice child dedication, in which the
parents, pastor and congregation present
the child before God and pray for them,
committing together to raising the child in
the Christian faith.

