What is church membership?
A church is not a building - it is a
group of people! A local church is a
group of Christians who gather
together to worship and serve God
in their community. The Bible talks
about the global Church using
three important metaphors that
emphasize the significance of her
relationship to Christ. The Church is
called Christ’s bride (Mark 2:18-20),
the children of God (Romans
8:14-17), and Christ’s body (1 Cor.
12:12-14, 27).

White Rock Baptist Church
seeks to be a loving community
of hope in Jesus Christ,
worshipping God
and growing in faith
to impact the world.
If you need any more information,
feel free to browse our website at
whiterockbaptist.ca or email
office@whiterockbaptist.ca.
604-531-2344
1657 - 140 Street, Surrey BC

While our worship services on Sundays are
open to the public, membership is
reserved for those followers of Jesus who
call White Rock Baptist Church their
home, and who are committed to using
their gifts and talents to serve as part of
our congregation. This has several
important implications, as membership
carries
certain
privileges
and
responsibilities. For example:
k A member is expected to diligently

pursue spiritual growth through regular
church attendance, Bible Study, prayer
and fellowhsip with other believers.
k A member is expected to participate

fully in the life of the church by
volunteering, giving financially as they
are able, and attending
congregational meetings. Members
have the privilege of voting upon any
motion put forward at a
congregational meeting.
k A member is expected to support and

encourage others within the
congregation, to respect church
leadership, and to promote unity within
the church body. Every effort should be
made to resolve conflicts with other
church members in a timely and
gracious fashion. Together church
members strive to exemplify Jesus’
words in John 13:35, “By this everyone
wil know that you are my
disciples, if you love one another.”

When should I become a member?
Membership is the last step in the process of
becoming a fully functioning part of the
church. After conversion and baptism,
membership is appropriate for anyone who
considers White Rock Baptist Church their
home and is old enough to carry out the
responsibilities of a member. 	
  

What is required for membership at White
Rock Baptist Church?
When you make a request for membership,
you will be asked to fill out an application
form and describe how you came to know
Jesus Christ as your Saviour. Then one of the
pastors will meet with you and answer any
questions you may have about our church,
our statement of faith, or our vision and
purpose. Upon the pastor’s
recommendation, two board members will
meet together with you for a brief interview.
At the next board meeting, a vote will be
taken to affirm your membership. Then
during a Sunday morning worship service,
you will be officially welcomed and given a
certificate of membership.

In keeping with our understanding of the
nature of the church and of baptism, our
bylaws state that believers’ baptism is a
requirement for membership. We know that
there are some wonderful, godly Christians
who have been baptized as infants and/or
confirmed, and we certainly recognize
them as brothers and sisters in Christ. To us,
the mode of baptism is not nearly as
important as the fact that our members be
baptized as believers of their own free
choice. We respect the convictions of those
who feel that the process through which
they have gone in a previous church
renders believers’ baptism unnecessary.
Although they may not be formally
admitted to membership, we encourage
them to participate fully in the life of the
church in every other way.

Could membership be the next step for
you?
If you would like more information or are
considering membership, please speak to
any of our pastors, or email the church
office at office@whiterockbaptist.ca. We
would love to meet with you!

