
REVELATION
6.The Thousand Years

QUESTIONS ABOUT THE MILLENNIUM 
1. Is the 1,000 years literal or figurative? 
2. What is the chronology of the 1,000 years? 

 Does Christ return prior to this millennium or after it?
 Does it follow the events of chapter 19 or is it another 

recapitulation of the story line?  
3. What is the meaning of Satan’s binding and what does it mean that he 

is released at the end of the 1,000 years for a little while? 
4. What does it mean that authority to judge is given to some and the 

martyrs come to life and reign, while others remain dead until the end 
of the millennium? 

5. Where are they reigning? On earth or in heaven? 
6. What are the first and second death and the first and second 

resurrection? 
7. Who are Gog and Magog and what is this battle? 

THREE VIEWPOINTS 
 Premillennialists

o Two types: Classic & Dispensational
o The return of Christ occurs before the 1,000 years. (19:11-21)
o At the return of Jesus, believers are resurrected and rule with 

Christ on earth. This period, during which Satan is bound, 
becomes a time of unprecedented peace and righteousness on 
the earth. 

o At the end of the 1,000 years Satan is loosed and finds 
unbelievers who he assembles into one last final battle against 
Christ and the saints. 

o Satan is defeated and cast into the Lake of Fire. 
o There is then a second resurrection of the wicked who are 

judged and also thrown into the Lake of Fire. 
o Once that Great White Throne judgment takes place, the earth 

is purged of sin and becomes the eternal home of the righteous.
 Postmillennialists

o The return of Christ occurs after the 1,000 years. 
o The 1,000 years is figurative and represents the whole period of

time between Christ’s ascension and his return (some), or a 
shorter period of time toward the end of that period (some) 
when the gospel increasingly makes inroads into this world. 

o The saints reign from heaven with Christ. 
o Postmillennialists are optimistic about evangelism and missions 

prior to Christ’s return since Satan is bound and Jesus takes 
ownership of his world. 



o While the gospel has unprecedented success prior to Christ’s 
return, there are some who remain unconverted and it is those 
who Satan marshals at the very end in a final battle against 
Christ. 

o There is then a general resurrection of the dead, both saved 
and lost and a final eternal separation of mankind with the lost 
cast into the Lake of Fire and the saved inheriting the new 
heavens and new earth. 

 Amillennialists 
o The return of Christ occurs after the 1,000 years.  
o Generally, they agree with most of what postmillennialists 

believe but are less optimistic about the advance of the gospel. 
There are some other matters of disagreement but 
ammillennialism generally agrees with the main points of 
postmillennialism. 

o See below for more detail. 

OLD TESTAMENT BACKGROUND – Daniel 7
1. Thrones (20:4; Daniel 7:9)
2. Books (20:12 – Daniel 7:10)
3. Daniel 7 is about the destruction of the beasts that had persecuted the 

people of God and the transference of the kingdom of the final Beast to
the people of God. (7:17-27)  

 The destruction of the Beast and False Prophet are found in 
Revelation 19:17-21

 The transference of the Beast’s kingdom to Christ’s people is 
found in Revelation 20:4-6

 Note the symmetry: 
o The Beast and False Prophet are thrown into the Lake of 

Fire (19:19-20), which is the second death. (20:14) 
o The martyrs, killed by the Beast, now receive the 

kingdom and the promise that the second death has no 
power over them. (20:6) 

A PROPOSAL 
1. Here’s the essential point of the passage (which all Christians can 

agree): 
 Those Christians who suffered under the hand of Dragon and 

the Beast now rule and reign with Christ forever, while their 
ancient enemies are finally defeated and thrown into the Lake of
Fire, never again to threaten Christ’s people. 

 There is finally an eternal reversal of fortune. On earth it 
appears that those who refuse to take the Beast’s number lose 
all, including their lives. Who can stand against the great power 
of the Beast? But now the heavenly perspective has become an
earthly reality as the martyred saints take control of the earthly 



kingdom and their enemies are all cast into the Lake of Fire. 
(19:20; 20:10) 

 This chapter then is Christ answering the prayers of the martyrs 
under the throne: How long, O Lord before you avenge our 
blood on those who dwell on the earth? (6:10)

2. The vision is from heaven focusing narrowly on the triumph of the 
martyrs over Satan and his cohorts. It’s from that heavenly perspective
that we see church history. Essentially, this is one last recapitulation of 
the cycles we’ve seen in Revelation but with an emphasis on the 
saints’ triumph. 

 Satan is really bound as a result of Christ’s death and 
resurrection. He doesn’t act independently of God. While he is a
great adversary, his power to deceive the nations is limited. (Mt.
12:29; Jn. 12:30-31; Col. 2:15) Since his earthly power is 
mediated through the agency of human governments (the 
Beast), and those human governments eventually fall, Satan’s 
power waxes and wanes throughout human history.  

 The 1,000 years represents the whole period of church history, 
during which the saints of God have come to life in Christ’s 
presence and reign with him. This present heavenly life is what 
John calls the “first resurrection” (v.5) This means that heavenly 
saints are exalted to a place of rule now in heaven. They don’t 
have to wait until Christ returns. They are already triumphing. 

 At the end of history and just prior to Christ’s return, God 
removes the restraints on Satan. (vv.3b,7) This leads to a final 
great battle between Satan and the saints, symbolized in the 
nation of Magog and its king, Gog from Ezekiel 38:2 and 39:1. 
(vv.8-9) But once again and now finally, Christ’s people triumph 
and Satan joins the Beast and False Prophet in the Lake of Fire.
(v.10) 

 A general resurrection (the “second resurrection” for saints) 
brings all humanity before God’s throne to be judged. The final 
judgment occurs and all those who are not found in the Lamb’s 
Book of Life suffer the same fate as Satan, the Beast and the 
False Prophet. While all had suffered the “first death”, only the 
unrighteous suffer the “second death” which is the Lake of Fire. 
(vv.11-15) 

 Finally, the earth has been purged of evil and the saints inherit 
the new heaven and earth. 


