
THE BIBLICAL COVENANTS
5.Mosaic Covenant

WHAT’S IN A NAME? 
 Book of the covenant – Exodus 24:7 
 Torah – Exodus 24:12 ; Nomos – mulitiple NT passages 
 Made with Moses/ Israel – Exodus 34:27; i.e. the Mosaic/ Israelite 

covenant 
 Old Covenant – 2 Corinthians 3:14
 First Covenant – Hebrews 8-9 

A NATION IS BORN 
 Exodus 19-24

o Historical setting / 19
o Stipulations / 20-23
o Ratification / 24

 Deuteronomy [as Hittite Suzerain-Vassal Treaty/ S. Guest] 
o Title / 1:1-5
o Historical Prologue/ 1:6-4:44
o Stipulations/ 4:45-11:32 
o Document Clause/ 27:1-10
o Appeal to Witnesses/ 27:11-26
o Blessings & Curses/ 28:1-29:1
o Solemn Oath Ceremony/ 29:2-30:20 

 Leviticus – Laws of consecration/ a unique nation 

UNITY OR COMPLEXITY? 
 Covenant theology believes in a tripartite division of the law. 

o Moral law (continuing, especially in the ten commandments) 
o Civil law (abrogated [non-Theonomy]/ continuing [Theonomy])
o Ceremonial law (abrogated) 

 But it seems that the Bible knows nothing of these divisions. 
o The Bible speaks of the law being a unity. (Gal. 3:10-11; Ja. 

2:10) 
o Jesus can say that the law had weightier and lesser 

components but nowhere are those designated as tripartite 
divisions. 

o With the change of one part of the law (the priesthood) the 
whole covenant must change. (Heb. 7:12) 

o Further, what constitutes these divisions? Was circumcision 
civil, ceremonial or moral?  

o In addition, the phrase “moral law” is a redundancy. All (God-
given) law is morally binding on those for whom it was given. So



the question is not, “Is this law moral?” Rather, it’s “Is this law 
morally binding on me?” 

CONTINUING OR FULFILLED?
 Legal character & gracious provisions.

o The old covenant cannot be separated from its law. Indeed, the 
law is the chief characteristic of the covenant. [Decalogue (Ex. 
20); covenant codes (Ex. 21-23); holiness codes (Lev. 17-26)] 

o As such, there is a character of judgment inherent in the 
covenant; a covenant that condemns and can never justify. 
(Gal. 3:16,22) 

o And yet, it would be wrong to conclude that grace was entirely 
missing in the covenant. God gave gracious provisions 
(sacrifices; rituals; cities of refuge) that had a gracious purpose 
– to lead to Christ.   

 The purpose of the old covenant 
o A national constitution (Ex. 19:5-6) that would set apart Israel 

from the rest of the nations of the earth. (Ex. 19:10,14,22,23; 
Deut. 7:1-8) 

o To give wisdom and understanding to God’s people. (Ps. 1:1-2; 
19:7-8) 

o To reveal sin and incite it as a “power” of the old age. (Rom. 
7:7-11) 

o To anticipate the coming of Christ through it’s “forms and 
shadows”. (Heb. 10:1ff) 

 Built-in obsolescence 
o The law as pedagogue until our formal adoption as adult heir. 

(Gal. 3:23-29)
o The old covenant had a “sell by date” when it would grow old 

and become obsolete. (Heb 8:6-13) 
o The old covenant had a glory as seen in the face of its mediator,

Moses, but one that has now been exceeded by the new 
covenant as seen in the face of its mediator, Christ. (2 Cor. 7-
18) 

 If the Old Covenant is no longer binding upon the new covenant 
believer, then what is the standard for our moral conduct? What is the 
Christian’s attitude toward the Mosaic code? 

o The believer is no longer “under the law” which, in its totality, 
has been fulfilled in Christ. (Mt. 5:17-20; 6:14; 1 Cor. 9:19-21) 

o Galatians 3:19-4:14 (per J. Meyer) 
 When the “offspring” comes, the authority of the law 

comes to an end. (3:19) 
 When the “faith” era comes, the authority of the guardian 

comes to an end. (3:23-24) 



 When the time came to completion, the authority of 
guardians and managers came to an end. (4:1-4) 

o Our attitude toward the law (per B. Rosner) 
 Repudiation – We are not under the old covenant and its 

law. 
 Replacement – We are under the law of Christ.  
 Reappropriation as wisdom. – We continue to receive 

blessing from the law as it conveys great wisdom for the 
believer. 

o Where then does the believer find his moral compass? The law 
of Christ. 

 Paul, in contrast to the OT and first century Judaism 
never tells believers to walk according to the law. (Acts 
21:21; Gal. 2:14) 

 As you would expect, there is significant overlap with the 
old covenant law since both it and the new covenant law 
have the same divine Author. 

 Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, has given us his 
law that, like the Mosaic law, hangs on the two great 
commands and one new command. (Mt. 22:37-40; Jn. 
13:34-35) 

 Distinguish between eternal trans-covenantal law from 
temporary covenantal law. 

 The new covenantal law is what Jesus called the “new 
commandment” (Jn. 13:34-35), Paul calls it “the law of 
Christ” (1 Cor. 9:21), and James calls “the royal law” 
(2:8). In short, it is the law of love. Love God, love your 
neighbors, and love your Christian brothers and sisters. 
All the imperatives of the epistles are expressions of that 
love command.   

 NCT/ Progressive covenantalism is not antinomian! 
There is a moral code that has continuity with the Ten 
Commandments but in many ways goes deeper and with 
more stringent rules. (Mt. 5:21-48) 


