
THEOLOGY OF REVELATION
3: Spiritual Warfare

AN OLD BATTLE
 Two Competing Dynasties (Gen. 3:15)

o The mark of the beast (13:11-18) 
 Mark of ownership – that is, slavery, which makes them 

the objects of God’s judgment. (14:9-11; 19:20; 20:4) 
 666

 The number of the beast = the number of man 
(13:18) 

 Falls short of perfection (777; “Jesus” = 888)
 Maybe an example of Gematria.  (Nero, adding up

the value of the first letter of the Roman emperors 
from Julius to Vespasian, etc…)  

o The mark of the Lamb (7:1-8; 14:1-5) 
 Mark of ownership 
 Seal from judgment (7:3) 
 A new Israel belonging to the new Jerusalem. 

 144,000 – 12x12x1000 
 Excluding those who sin by worshipping false 

gods – the beast (Dan and Ephraim)  
 A battle for universal worship 

o The Abrahamic promise (Gen. 12:1-3) 
o Who will you worship? 

 The redeemed multitude (Rev. 7:9-17; 15:2-4) 
 The unredeemed multitude (Rev. 13:5-10) 

SATANIC COUNTERFEITING 
 The godhead and the unholy trinity 

o The godhead 
 Father – Plans 
 Son – exact image of the Father – Executes
 Holy Spirit – witness to the Son. – Witnesses 

o The counterfeit trinity 
 Dragon – Satan (12:3,9) 
 Beast from the Sea (13:1-10)
 Beast from the earth, the False Prophet (13:11-18; 16:13)

o The Lamb and the Beast 
 Crowns (13:1 – 19:12) 
 Name (13:1 – 19:11013,16) 
 Power (13:2 – 12:5,10) 
 Resurrection (13:3,12 – 1:17-18) 
 Worship (13:4 – 5:8-10)



 Nations’ allegiance (13:7ff – 5:9) 
 The harlot and the bride 

o Literary markers: 
 Final two visions “in the Spirit” (17:1; 21:10) 
 Two visions of two women – “the great harlot seated on 

many waters” and “the bride, the wife of the Lamb” (17:1; 
21:9) 

 Two symbolic locations – “the wilderness” and “a great 
and high mountain” (17:3; 21:10) 

 Each woman represents a city: “the great city that has 
dominion over the kings of the earth” and “the holy city 
Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God” (17:18;
21:10) 

o Babylon – the great city and great harlot 
 “The great city” – 8 times in Revelation (11:8; 16:19; 

17:18; 18:10,16,18,19) and always identified with 
Babylon.

 The “great city” is symbolic of all nation states that 
oppose and oppress God’s people. (11:8)

 Babylon begins in human rebellion and divine 
judgment (Gen. 11:1-9) and in biblical revelation 
becomes symbolic of an unregenerate humanity 
with its political and economic oppression of God’s
people. 

 The relationship of Babylon to the Beast from the sea: 
 The harlot (Babylon) rides on the beast (17:3-5) 
 The beast primarily represents Rome (and every 

anti-Christ government) in it’s military power (13:2-
8)

 The harlot primarily represents the economic 
power of these nation states as seen in the 
mourning of kings, merchants, and traders when 
she falls. (18:9-20) 

 Underlying both its military and economic power is
its religious worldview. (13:1,5-8) The harlot would
remind first century Christians of Roma lounging 
on the Seven Hills of Rome. (17:4)

 Thus, the challenge to Christian faithfulness is the 
political, religious, and economic threats of the 
world.  



o New Jerusalem – holy city and adorned bride 

 In contrast to Babylon, God has his own city. [from Tabb]
       Babylon the Great        The New Jerusalem
The great prostitute (17:1) The wife of the Lamb (21:9)
The great city of the earth (17:18)    The holy city from heaven (21:2,10)
Clothed with purple and scarlet (17:4; 
18:12.16)

Clothed with bright linen (19:8)

Abominable deeds (18:4-6) Righteous deeds (19:8) 
Gold, jewels and pearls through 
corrupt commerce (17:4; 18:12,16)

Gold, jewels and pearls reflect God’s 
glory (21:11,18,21)

Kings of the earth commit immorality 
(18:9) 

Kings of the earth bring their glory into 
the city (21:24) 

A haunt for every unclean spirit, bird 
and beast (18:2) 

Nothing unclean will enter. (21:27) 

The nations deceived (18:23) The nations healed (22:2) 
Torment and judgment (18:10) Blessing and life (22:14) 
Summons to come out (18:4) Summons to enter (22:14) 


