
BIBLICAL COVENANTS
2. Three Approaches

 ATTEMPTED SYNTHESIS 
o Questions: 

 How do we make sense of the Bible’s storyline? 
 What are the continuities and discontinuities between: 

 OT/ NT
 Israel/ Church
 Law/ gospel 

 What are the implications for church practice (baptism, 
membership, the Lord’s table) 

 Where do we find ethical instruction? Is there a difference between 
new covenantal law and the Mosaic moral law?  Is a believer 
“under the (Mosaic) law” in any real sense? 

 How do the different approaches impact our understanding of the 
future? (Rapture/ millennium/ resurrection/ judgment) 

 How many “people” does God have? 

o Three approaches [Note: none of these three systems are static; all of 
them have changed over time and continue to develop.] 

 Covenant Theology 
 Dispensationalism 
 New Covenant Theology/ Progressive Covenantalism 

o Continuity/ Discontinuity 
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 DISTINCTIVES 
o Covenant Theology

 Basic unity of the Bible works out through a series of covenants. 
 Covenant of Redemption
 Covenant of Works
 Covenant of Grace 

 The OT promises are fulfilled in Christ and apply to all who are 
united in him. 

 The church is the reconstituted Israel in Christ and are, therefore, 
the heirs in him to the OT covenantal promises. 



 Typological interpretation of OT promises to Israel. 
 No necessary future physical kingdom centered in national Israel.
 Presbyterian version - Covenant membership includes not only 

believing parents but their children as well. Hence, baptism is for 
believers and their children. 

 Ethics – the Moral law (10 commandments and its outworking) are 
still the basis for Christian conduct.  
 

o Dispensationalism 
 Basic unity of the Bible focuses on God’s glory worked out through 

a series of “dispensations”, that is epochs of time. All these 
“administrations” prove one overarching truth: no matter the 
administration, man’s heart is incorrigible. 

 Distinction between Israel and the church 
 Church is a separate organism from Israel 
 Distinctive future for national Israel 

 “Literal interpretation” of OT promises to Israel and NT reaffirmation
of those promises

 Futurism  
 Rapture of the church 
 Two judgments 
 Two resurrections
 Future 1,000-year reign of Christ in a future kingdom 

centered in Israel 

o New Covenant Theology/ Progressive Covenantalism 
 Basic unity of the Bible works out through a series of progressive 

covenants that lead ultimately to Christ and his redemptive work. 
 Whereas Dispensationalism emphasizes different administrations 

of God’s plan and Covenant Theology emphasizes the unity of 
God’s plan under one covenant, NCT places the emphasis on the 
one purpose of God revealed progressively through a series of 
covenants. 

 Various views on the future but most are amillennialists. Agrees in 
most cases with CT on the future. 

 In terms of ethics, NCT disagrees with CT on the continuing validity
of the Mosaic law, believing that it has been repudiated, replaced 
and reappropriated as wisdom.      


