
The Second Coming 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

Intro: 

I. Side #1: Lesser Weight 
A. Triage 

1. Definition: 

2. Example during battle 
a) Lost leg 
b) Bullet in leg 
c) Broken Leg 

3. Theological Triage 

a) First Level: The Gospel, Identity of Jesus, Authority of God's Word, The Bodily Resurrection of Christ, 
The Second Coming.  

b) Second Level: Church Governance, Mode of Baptism, Women serving in ministry.  

c) Third and Beyond: The one most commonly put here is Eschatology, the timeline, pre-millennial, 
amillennial, post-millennial, understanding of Angels. 

• Notice something important. 

(1) First Level: 
(2) Second Level: 
(3) Third and Beyond: 
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B. Eschatology is important, but in my honest opinion, it is not something we divide over. 
1. “To win a soul from going down into the pit, is a more glorious achievement than to be crowned in the arena 

of theological controversy … to have faithfully unveiled the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ will be, 
in the final judgment, accounted worthier service than to have solved the problems of the religious Sphinx, or 
to have cut the Gordian knot of Apocalyptic difficulty. One of my happiest thoughts is that, when I die, it shall 
be my privilege to enter into rest in the bosom of Christ, and I know that I shall not enjoy my Heaven alone. 
Thousands have already entered there, who have been drawn to Christ under my ministry. Oh! what bliss it 
will be to fly to Heaven, and to have a multitude of converts before and behind.” - Charles Spurgeon 

2. Keep in mind that while many of you might disagree with me this morning, when it comes to Scripture, we 
agree on far more than we disagree on. 

C. The focus is not on the timeline, but rather the point of the timeline, Jesus is Coming Again.  

II. Side #2: Still Important — Why take an entire Sunday to look at something like what is the timing and relationship of 
the Rapture to the Second Coming of Christ? 

A.

B.

C.

III. Definitions 

A. Second Coming:  

B. Millennium:  

C. Tribulation:  

IV. My Position: 

•

V. Body 

A. I Thessalonians 4:13-18 — 

1. Background:  
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“The New Testament consistently predicts that believers will suffer tribulation…. True, the extreme 
sufferings of the final period may be greater in extent, afflicting many more Christians from it. Moreover, 
history affords many examples of believers suffering horrendous tribulations because of their unshakable 
commitment to Christ. Indeed, it is difficult to imagine suffering that could be more intense than some 
believers have already experienced and that other believers continue to experience. Why should a future 
generation of Christians be exempt from what Christians have already been experiencing? the degree of 
suffering in the final tribulation provides no grounds for a pretribulational rapture.” - Douglas Moo 

2. Paul’s silence  

3. One event with several things happening at the same time. 

a) Problem #1: 

b) Problem #2: 

B. I Thessalonians 4:17 ‘meeting’ and John 14:1-4 (cf. Matthew 25:6, Acts 28:15) 

1. “Caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air” 

a) Read John 14:1-4 

(1) Problem #1: 

(2) Problem #2:  

“The pretribulational interpretation would require us to believe that the church will occupy heavenly 
mansions for a short period of seven years, only to vacate them for a thousand years.” - Robert Gundry 

(3) John 14 & 1 Thessalonians 4 parallel 

b) “Caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air” 

(1) Use of the word “meet” in the NT 

(a) Matthew 25:6 

(b) Acts 28:15-16  

(2) Welcoming Party 

C. 1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11 and Matthew 24 
1. Challenging Passage 
2. Matthew 24:29-31 
3. Matthew 24:4-28 Church. Matthew 29 and following events of the end - Trumpet. 

a) Trumpet in 1 Corinthians 15:51-52, 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17, Zechariah 9:14. 
b) Same Trumpet 
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* Comparison chart of 1 Thessalonians 4–5 with Matthew 24 from Greg Beale’s commentary on 
1-2 Thessalonians. For a similar less exhaustive chart cf. Three Views on the Rapture: Pretribulation, 
Prewrath, or Posttribulation by Blaising, Hultberg, and Moo page 221.

4. “gathering” 
5. “immediately after the tribulation of those days”  
6.

“In a manner typical of the NT, Jesus takes the prophetic depiction of the posttribulational regathering of 
Israel and applies it to all the people of God.” - Douglas Moo 

D. Revelation  
1. Rapture in Revelation. 

“Many would argue, in fact, that the rapture is never even mentioned in Revelation; all would agree that it 
is not described in direct temporal association with the tribulation.” - Douglas Moo 

2. Read Revelation 3:10 (cf. John 17:15 and Isaiah 26:20-21) 

Conclusion 
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1 Thessalonians Matthew

Christ returns 4:16 24:30

from heaven 4:16 24:30

accompanied by angels 4:16 24:31

with a trumpet of God 4:16 24:31

believers gathered to Christ 4:17 24:31, 40–41

in clouds 4:17 24:30

time unknown 5:1–2 24:36

coming like a thief 5:2, 4 24:43

unbelievers unaware of impending judgment 5:3 24:37–39

judgment comes as pain upon an expectant mother 5:3 24:8

believers not deceived 5:4–5 24:43

believers to be watchful 5:6 24:37–39

warning against drunkenness 5:7 24:49


