
Discipleship Toolkit 
Galatians 4.1-7 

Questions to Discuss: 
• Begin by re-reading (for the sake of context) Gal 3.1-4.7. 

• Paul ends 3.26-29 by answering the question, “Who can be an heir, son of God? What is the answer? 

• In 4.1-7, Paul again focuses on the heirs of God, but this time something is different. What is it? While in 
3.26-29, Paul focuses on the who, he also mentions the how—faith. In 4.1-7, he focuses less on the who and 
another component of the how. What is his focus?

• In light of the previous question, how must we learn to talk about faith and the work of Christ? Thoughts to 
discuss: Believe it or not, there is a question about whether faith is work or whether it is not. If we are being 
honest, it is something that we do. We must believe in the person and work of Christ. However, it is not a work 
that merits or produces our redemption, as this only comes from God’s grace in Christ. In other words, our 
salvation was not secured when we “believed” or “prayed a prayer.” Instead, it was guaranteed when Christ 
paid the penalty for our sins. When we respond (good word to use) in belief, that payment is transferred to our 
account (bankers terms). The word response is an excellent way to communicate what it is and is a part of the 
four-word method of explaining the Gospel: God, Man, Christ, and Response.

• Let’s talk about the phrase “Born to Die”: Why would this phrase bother someone? Based on Gal 4:3-5, what 
happens if we remove the substitutionary atonement from the purpose of Jesus’s incarnation (birth)? What is at 
stake if we only focus on “a baby in a manger?”

• Jesus was sent for two expressed purposes (4:4-5):
• To redeem those who were under the law
• That we might receive adoption as sons

• Based on our redemption and adoption as sons, Paul gives four implications to consider. What does each of 
them mean? Which of these four things resonates with you the most? 
• You are sons . . . no longer a slave but a son
• God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts
• He is our Father
• As a son, we are heirs through God

• What is the expressed purpose (4.6) of crying out “Abba Father?”

• What implications does our identity as sons of God have on how we live and conduct ourselves?

• What does it mean “heirs through God?” Did we have a part in our redemption (remember, faith is not a work 
or a means by which we are saved, it is a means by which we receive the blessing)? Does this cause gratitude? 
Maybe the only other response is to say aloud,

“O Praise the one who paid my debt 

And raised this life up from the dead.”


