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Dear LCS Family, 
 

I pray that you and your family are doing well as we continue to navigate the challenges of 
life during this pandemic. Certainly things in our lives, in our community, and even here in our 
church are continuing to change.  In the middle of those changes, what comfort it is to know that 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 

One of those changes is the return to in-person worship here at LCS this Sunday, June 7th.  
In order for us to do that, there are many things to be done to ensure the safety of our church 
family – to comply with the requirements of our state and local authorities – and to proceed with 
the Divine Service in the most reverent and responsible way.  Please be assured that we are 
working diligently, deliberately, and patiently to satisfy those expectations. 

 
First things first: 
 

- Massachusetts has been hit hard by the virus. We all remain under a "safer at home 
advisory." 
 

- People who are particularly vulnerable to COVID-19 according to the Centers for Disease 
Control (e.g., due to age or underlying conditions) are encouraged to stay home. 

 

- If you are feeling sick, are exhibiting any of the following symptoms (fever, cough, shortness 
of breath, chills, muscle pain, headache, sore throat, or new loss of taste or smell), or have 
potentially been exposed to someone with confirmed or suspected COVID-19, then you 
should not attend services in-person. A potential exposure means having household contact 
or having close contact (within 6 feet) with an individual with confirmed or suspected 
COVID-19 for a prolonged period of time (over 10 minutes) while the person is symptomatic 
or 48 hours before symptoms developed.  

 

- Please know that if you need to, or should, stay home for worship for a time, this is not a 
matter of despising preaching and his Word, but one of safety and concern for your health 
and love for your neighbor.  No one should feel obligated, pressured, or compelled to attend 
these services.  If you are uncomfortable or nervous about it, then by all means stay home at 
the present time. If you are not attending in person, please join our livestream or recorded 
worship, hearing the word of God, being absolved of your sins, and strengthened in your 
faith. 

 

- All attendees and staff should wear face coverings or masks in accordance with COVID-19 
Order No. 31 and the Department of Public Health’s Guidance while inside and while 
entering and exiting places of worship or otherwise participating in in-person services, except 
where a person is unable to wear a face covering or mask because of a medical or disabling 
condition.  For children between age 2 and 5, the wearing of a face covering or mask is at the 
discretion of the child’s parent or guardian. Children under the age of 2 should not wear a 
face covering or mask. 

 

So you're ready to be together in Church on Sunday? If so, please first reread the things 
mentioned up front in this email.  
- Our worship service this coming Sunday, June 7th, will be at 9:00 am.  We are required to 

limit our attendance to 40% of our capacity.  However, with maintaining social distancing in 
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the pews, we will have room for approximately 60-70 people.  We are asking you to please 
follow this link https://forms.gle/zxRLuP3MJpx569qg7  to sign up you and your family if 
you are planning on attending in person this Sunday.  We are doing this to be sure we will 
have enough room in the sanctuary, and for worship preparation.  If you don’t sign up, but 
decide to come to church, please come!  The sign-up is not required for attendance, but is 
there to help us prepare. 
 

What else do I need to know?  What will it be like?  What will be different?  First, reread the 
things mentioned up front in this email. 
 

If you do come to worship, beginning this Sunday, June 7th, please consider the following things 
that we will be doing, and those that we will not.  These protocols have been put in place to 
follow the requirements of the governing authorities, and through the collective decisions of the 
Church Council and Elders. 

1. When you arrive for church, please leave a space between your car and the next car.  
Please enter only through the double doors near the sanctuary – all other entrances will be 
locked. 

2. Please arrive early, as entrance into church may take longer than usual as we maintain 
social distancing. Worship will begin at 9:00 am. 

3. Windows and doors will be open in the sanctuary to aid in air flow, so please consider 
that it may be cooler than usual inside. 

4. Hand sanitizer will be available for your use. There will also be masks available if you 
need them, and gloves if you want them.  Remember that wearing a mask is required for 
worshippers while in the church building. 

5. Bathrooms will be accessible, but please limit their usage and follow proper hand 
washing procedures. 

6. The narthex and sanctuary will be the only areas of the building open for use.  The 
nursery will be open only for the purpose of using the changing table or for nursing. 

7. There will be no coffee fellowship, handshaking, or hugging. (I know – what a bummer!) 
8. Worship bulletins for each person will be spread out on a table as you enter the sanctuary.  

Ushers will not handle them or hand them out, but you will pick one up on your own. 
9. Every other pew in the sanctuary has been marked off so we are able to maintain six feet 

of distance between pews. Families/couples are to sit at least six feet apart from others 
within the pews.  There is tape marking that six feet distance in each pew for your 
reference. 

10. Bibles, cards & pencils have been removed from all pews.  
11. Everyone is to wear masks throughout the Service. I will not, due to my role in leading 

the Service (although I will wear one as people enter and leave, and when distributing 
Holy Communion).  

12. The offering will not be collected during the Service. There will be an offering box near 
the sanctuary doors for you to give your offerings as you enter or leave.  Also, remember 
that we now have electronic giving as an option to support our ministry. 

13. There will be no children’s message during the service. 
14. Communion: We will offer the Sacrament at our Sunday service in a manner consistent 

with the present-day health requirements.  I will use hand sanitizer immediately before 
the distribution, and will wear gloves.  I will drop the wafer into people’s hands, not in 
their mouths.  Wine will be available from individual cups, with the cups well-spaced, or 
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from one of two chalices (the communion assistant will rotate chalices and disinfect them 
between each person’s use).  Anyone who is uncomfortable receiving Holy Communion 
during public worship in our current circumstances is invited to make an appointment 
with me and receive Communion privately during the week. 

15. After the closing hymn, you are encouraged to not gather in groups in the church 
building, but outside while maintaining social distancing. 

 
We realize that these procedures can be uncomfortable, but they are important for preventing 

the spread of COVID-19 and are required of businesses and houses of worship within the 
community.  We ask that you follow them.  If you have questions and/or concerns, please give 
one of us a call (860-491-0086 for pastor / 703-431-3066 for Wayne) or send us an email  
( pastor@lcsavior.org / wayne.floyd@lcsavior.org ).  

Please stay tuned…look for more communications via email, join the video “Coffee with 
Pastor” chat times, and watch the walk-through video coming later this week that will show you 
what the church will look like when you arrive for worship.   

Yes, these are strange and difficult times, but as God’s children, we continue to be a 
Community of faith – Centered in Christ – Called to serve.   

 
God bless you today and always,  
 

Pastor Manor  6/2/2020   
 

Return to Service? A helpful summary / checklist… 

Prayerfully consider if returning to church service is appropriate for your unique 
individual circumstances in this time. No one should feel obligated, pressured, or 
compelled to attend these services.   

 Not in a vulnerable group 
 Not feeling sick 
 Not potentially exposed to COVID-19 
 Not personally anxious about being in a public setting 

Sign up to tell us you plan to come at https://forms.gle/zxRLuP3MJpx569qg7 
(Optional, but encouraged) 

Arrive at church a little early. 

Bring a mask or pick one up as soon as you enter.  Wear it while indoors. 

Avoid gathering into groups inside. 

 


