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Education Sunday 
 

 

 

Welcome 

 

Opening Hymn 

Thy Word Is a Lamp LSB 973 

 

 

 

 

 
 

© 1984 Meadowgreen Music Company; admin. EMI. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 

100014166. 

 

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Confession and Absolution 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 

in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 

to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 

His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant 

of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Service of the Word 

Psalm Psalm 119:9–16 

Spoken responsively, whole verse by whole verse 

9How can a young man keep his way pure? 

By guarding it according to your word. 

10With my whole heart I seek you; 

let me not wander from your commandments! 

11I have stored up your word in my heart, 

that I might not sin against you. 

12Blessèd are you, O LORD; 

teach me your statutes! 
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13With my lips I declare 

all the just decrees of your mouth. 

14In the way of your testimonies I delight 

as much as in all riches. 

15I will meditate on your precepts 

and fix my eyes on your ways. 

16I will delight in your statutes; 

I will not forget your word. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

Kyrie LSB 152 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the 

Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church 

of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and 

praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 
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Hymn of Praise  

This Is the Feast LSB 155 

Brief introduction 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
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P Let us pray. 

 Holy Lord, you have entrusted to your people the task of teaching 

all nations. Enlighten with the wisdom of your Holy Spirit those 

who teach and those who learn that the joyous truth of the Gospel 

may be known in every generation; for you live and reign with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 11:18–21 

18“You shall therefore lay up these words of mine in your heart and in 

your soul, and you shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall 

be as frontlets between your eyes. 19You shall teach them to your 

children, talking of them when you are sitting in your house, and when 

you are walking by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 
20You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your 

gates, 21that your days and the days of your children may be multiplied 

in the land that the LORD swore to your fathers to give them, as long as 

the heavens are above the earth.  
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Special Music The Word is Alive Hall & Chapman 
 

Epistle Acts 2:37–41 

37Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to 

Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 38And 

Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the 

name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive 

the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39For the promise is for you and for your 

children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God 

calls to himself.” 40And with many other words he bore witness and 

continued to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked 

generation.” 41So those who received his word were baptized, and there 

were added that day about three thousand souls. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

Brief introduction 

 

 

 

Holy Gospel John 20:26–31 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
26Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with 

them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among 

them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your 

finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my 

side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord 

and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have 

seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 
30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, 

which are not written in this book; 31but these are written so that you 

may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing 

you may have life in his name. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

Apostles’ Creed LSB 159 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day He rose again from the dead. 
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He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God 

the Father Almighty. 

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

Sermon Hymn 

Lord Jesus Christ, the Children's Friend LSB 866 

 

 

 
 

5 That all of us, Your children dear, 

By Christ redeemed, may Christ revere; 

Lead us in joy that all we do 

Will witness to our love for You. 

 

6 Then guard and keep us to the end, 

Secure in You, our gracious friend, 

That in Your heav’nly family 

We sing Your praise eternally. 
 

© 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100014166. 

Public domain 

 



8 

Sermon Stored Up Psalm 119:9–16 

 

 

Prayer of the Church and Lord's Prayer 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all 

people according to their needs. 

 

Response after each petition 
 

P Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

who has taught us to pray together, 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Benediction  

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen. 
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Hymn 

Christ Be My Leader LSB 861 

 

 

 
 

© 1964, renewed 1992 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100014166. 

Public domain 
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Resources for Meditation this Week 

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 13 September 2020 

Readings 

Genesis 50:15–21 

Romans 14:1–12 

Matthew 18:21–35 

 

Forgiving as the Lord Forgives Us 

 

In settling His accounts with us, our Lord acts not with anger, but with 

compassion. He does not imprison us as we deserve, but He forgives all 

our debts and releases us (Matt. 18:23–27). Therefore, our Lord bids each 

of us to have “mercy on your fellow servant” and “forgive your brother from 

your heart” (Matt. 18:33, 35). By the Lord’s forgiveness of our sins, we are 

free to forgive those who sin against us, because He has been handed over 

to the jailers in our stead and He has paid our entire debt with His 

lifeblood. Whether we live or die, we “are the Lord’s” (Rom. 14:8). Since we 

all will “stand before the judgment seat of God,” we are not to despise our 

brother (Rom. 14:10), but gladly forgive him. By the grace of God, our 

brother also “will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand” (Rom. 

14:4). Though we daily sin against each other, the Lord intends “to bring it 

about that many people should be kept alive” (Gen. 50:20). Jesus speaks 

kindly by His Gospel and promises: “I will provide for you and your little 

ones” (Gen. 50:21). 
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SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 20 September 2020 

Readings 

Isaiah 55:6–9 

Philippians 1:12–14, 19–30 

Matthew 20:1–16 

 

Disciples Live in Their Vocations by Grace through Faith in Christ 

 

Those who are sent as “laborers for his vineyard” (Matt. 20:1) depict the 

wide diversity of vocations to which the disciples of Christ Jesus are called. 

Whatever our particular stations in life may be, we are called to live and 

serve by faith in His promises. Our labors do not merit anything before 

Him, for He is already generous to one and all without partiality. In mercy, 

He has chosen to bear “the burden of the day and the scorching heat” on 

our behalf, to make us equal to Himself and to give us what belongs to 

Him, that is, the kingdom of heaven (Matt. 20:12–15). This way of the Lord 

is foolishness to the world and foreign to our thoughts, but He draws near, 

so that “he may be found” (Is. 55:6), “have compassion” and “abundantly 

pardon” (Is. 55:7). So it is that we are found in Christ Jesus, and He is 

honored in our bodies, “whether by life or by death” (Phil. 1:20), by “fruitful 

labor” (Phil. 1:22) or by suffering. It is by faith in His forgiveness that our 

works are “worthy of the gospel” (Phil. 1:27). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


