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On my mind . . . 

 
 

The tongue has the power of life and death, 

and those who love it will eat its fruit.  Proverbs 18:21 

 

A gentle answer turns away wrath, 

but a harsh word stirs up anger.   Proverbs 15:1 

 

The tongue that brings healing is a tree of life, 

but a deceitful tongue crushes the spirit.  Proverbs 15:4 

 

Pleasant words are a honeycomb, 

sweet to the soul, healing to the bones.  Proverbs 16:24 

 
 

These are only a few of many, many instances in the Old and New Testaments where we are taught the power 

of our words, for good or for evil.  Psalm 34, the text of several sermons in August, exhorts us to encourage 

and to teach “the fear (awe) of the LORD.”  According to Psalm 34 we live that awe of the LORD first of all in 

our use of words: 
 

I will teach you the fear of the LORD . . . 

Keep your tongue from evil and your lips from speaking lies. 

Turn from evil and do good; 

Seek peace and pursue it.    Psalm 34:11, 13 
 

One of the most powerful ways that each of us may use words for peace and healing is through letter-writing.  

I know . . . in this age of tech and texting, it's almost a lost art to put pen to paper and actually write a letter. 
 

Clair Hill, one of our church members now living in Wellsboro, is a prolific note/letter-writer.  She faithfully 

writes to Annie and me at least once a month.  No matter how often she writes us, every time we are deeply 

touched by her encouraging words and by the fact that she remembers us and takes time and energy to write 

her thoughts to us.  I am sure you know the warm feeling, too, of checking your mail and finding a card, note, 

or letter addressed to YOU!  And many of you are also very faithful in this ministry of writing and sending 

cards and letters.  Our Prayer Breakfast tradition of signing cards each month which are sent to people on our 

prayer list is another example of this positive use of our words.  Repeatedly we hear how touched people are to 

receive those signed cards. 
 

In this spirit allow me to share a meditation I recently read called “The Beauty of Letter Writing.”  Written by 

Henri J. M. Nouwen, it appears in his book  The Road to Daybreak.  Here he so richly expresses the profound 

power of the written word in the personal letter: 
 

As I was writing letters today, I realized that writing letters is a much more intimate way of communi-

cating than making phone calls.  It may sound strange, but I often feel closer to friends I write than to 

friends I speak with by phone. 
 

Continued... 

 

 

 

Hello Church Family...  

 
September, 2018 

 

As we enjoy are last days 

of summer, be sure to 

check out all of the great 

ministry opportunities 

happening in September.   

 

Love, Carey 



Attention FEBC Ladies - We will begin a new study on  

Mondays beginning September 10, entitled, Seamless…Understanding 

the Bible as One Complete Story," by Angie Smith. In this seven week study, 

we will learn how the whole Bible - from Genesis through Revelation  

- connects as one beautiful, seamless thread. This will be a great review for 

those who are long time Bible students as well as a wonderful overview for 

new learners. Please plan to join us on September 10, either at 9:00 a.m. or 

6:30 p.m. Books are $15 payable at the first session.  

Lots of great food and a special time to picnic with our church family!   

The Deacons did a wonderful job of organizing this great day.   

Ella was in charge of the games, which the children really enjoyed!   



When I write I think deeply about my friends, I pray for them, I tell them my emotions and feelings.   

I reflect on our relationship, and I dwell with them in a very personal way.  Over the past few months  

I have come to enjoy letter writing more and more.  In the beginning it seemed like a heavy burden, 

but now it is a relaxing time of the day.  It feels like interrupting work for a conversation with a friend. 
 

The beauty of letter writing is that it deepens friendships and makes them more real.  I have also  

discovered that letter writing makes me pray more concretely for  my friends.  Early in the morning 

I spend a little time praying for each person to whom I have written and promised my prayers. 
 

Today I feel surrounded by the friends I am writing to and praying for.  Our love for each other is very 

concrete and life giving.  Thank God for letters, for those who send them, and for those who receive 

them. 
 

Is it any wonder that most of our New Testament Scriptures are letters between Christians? 
 

I challenge you this month to think of just one person, someone whose life you could easily brighten merely 

by taking a few minutes to write them your thoughts.  Why not do it?  You might change a life! 
 

Remember . . . “Pleasant words are a honeycomb, 

                         sweet to the soul, healing to the bones.” 
 

See you on Sunday! 
 

Pastor Lee 



 

THE COMMUNITY VESPERS CHOIR, under the direction of 

our own Carolyn Sweeney, will share in this year’s worship  

service on Friday, September 21, beginning at 6:00 p.m. on the 

free stage at the Bloomsburg Fair. Rehearsals will be held here at 

FEBC on Sundays at 2:00 p.m. on August 26th, September 9th 

and September 16th. If you enjoy singing, even if you are not a 

member of our church choir, please join Carolyn these dates. 

This is a wonderful ministry and an opportunity to join your 

voice with other members of our community praising God.  

FEBC Choir Resumes 

Wednesday, September 5 

Interested in joining? 

We meet Wednesday  

evenings at 7:00 p.m. 

Workers are needed for the upcoming RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 

 to be held at our church on Tuesday, September 4, from 1-6 p.m.  A set-up crew will meet at 11 a.m. to empty 

the social room and assist Red Cross staff to prepare the room for donors.  Registration/greeters, canteen workers 

and escorts will be needed all day.  A tear-down crew will be needed following the drive. If you can help in any 

of these areas, please see Thelma Lowthert. 

 

A reminder to our donors: Appointments take precedence over walk-ins so please call 1-800-RED-CROSS  

today to make yours.  We will also once again have two double red machines for those wishing to make your  

donation in this manner. 

 





September 16 

at 8:00 a.m.   

All men are welcome 

to come and  

fellowship. 

 

The Outreach Team will meet on Tues., September 18, 10 a.m.  

to pack cookie boxes for our college and military loved ones.  
Please come and help to pack the boxes  - it’s always a fun time.   

There will be a brief meeting to follow. 
 

ADDRESSES ARE NEEDED!!!! If anyone knows of changes in student addresses, or if there are new 

students to be added to the mailing list, please let Anna Kashner know a.s.a.p. (570) 784-0181. 
 

CALLING ALL COOKIE BAKERS!!! If you would like to bake cookies, please let Anna know.   

Cookies need to be brought to the church by no later than 10 a.m. on Tues., September 18. Thank you.   

September Volunteers 
 

Sunday School:   

3 Years - K:    
1st - 6th grade:  Kristina Culver  

                            Annie Barnhardt  

Jr/Sr High:  t.b.a. 
 

Children’s Church:   9/2 X   

 9/9 Brookle Lylo    9/16 Carolyn Sweeney 

 9/23 Karen Yerges    9/30 Thelma Lowthert 

 

The next BCE Meeting will be held 

on Sunday, September 16 at noon. 

 

The deadline for submissions for the  

October issue of The Family Times  

is September 21, by 10 a.m. 
Please submit articles to Carey at the church  

office during office hours or preferably by e-mail 

at febc700@gmail.com.  If you have any  

questions or need help preparing your submission 

please do not hesitate to contact me at 784-1241.   



September 8, 2018, 8:30 a.m. 
 

Our guest speakers will be  

Nick Raczkowski,  

Director of Community Outreach 
 

He will be discussing the  

Federal and State Health Care Program 

FEBC joins other local churches to minister to transient 

fair workers at the Bloomsburg Fair by offering food, 

clothing, medical care, spiritual care and a trip to the 

Laundromat. Won’t you please consider donating to this 

worthwhile cause.  Those who receive are so grateful. 

Thank you to all who have volunteered to help 

this year with this worthwhile ministry.   
  

 

CLOTHING NEEDS  
(to be brought to FEBC by Sunday, September 9)    
 

Requesting donations of both Men’s and Women’s  

clean, USED clothing, sizes small through extra-large.   

 Jeans and pants (with a specific need for black 

 denim or khaki) 

 Sweat shirts and sweat pants           

 T-shirts, sports shirts 

 Work boots and sneakers 

 Wind breakers, hoodies, jackets  

 Rain gear (ponchos, rain coats/pants) 

 Used clean blankets 
 

Donations of NEW items include: 

• New, originally packaged white and black socks, 

crew and ankle, in all sizes 

• New, originally packaged men’s and women’s un-

dergarments, in all sizes 

*   T-shirts for men (S,M,L,XL) 

*   Men’s underwear (S,M,L,XL) 

*   Sports bras for women in sizes (S,M,L,XL) 

*   Women’s underwear (S,M,L,XL) 

• New blankets preferably twin or throw size 

• 10 new pillows with cases from each church 

 

*Please Note: 

The fair workers live in rough quarters with little space  

for storage.  They work outside in all sorts of weather;  

access to expensive dry cleaning facilities is not possible.  

With this in mind, please DO NOT DONATE  

DRESS CLOTHING.   
 

Please bring all woman’s clothing in white bags  

and all men’s clothing in black or brown bags.  
 

*Please place items in designated area in narthex  

by Sunday, September 9. 
 

These items have been found at the church.   

If you recognize an item that is yours, 

please claim it from the table by the  

men’s room upstairs.  Thank you.    



 

 
 
 

 
It's not to early to start collecting your gently used, clean  

clothing for those who need them so much.   Please ask friends, 

relatives and neighbors if they would like to contribute clothing 

or household items.   

 

In addition to adult clothing, there is a big need for infants and 

children's clothing. 

 

We can use gently worn boots and shoes; small kitchen  

appliances in good working order such as toasters, blenders  

and mixers.   

 

We can also use dishes, pots and pans, and silverware; clean blankets and bedspreads; strollers,  

highchairs, etc...  NO FURNITURE PLEASE.  The big item of course is winter coats - they are always 

the first to go.  Think of items you might need and the condition you would want them for yourself  

- let that be your guide for what you donate.   

 

PLEASE PUT YOUR CLOTHING IN SEPARATE BAGS OR BOXES AND CLEARLY LABEL 

THEM ACCORDNING TO GENDER (“M” OR “F”) AND  SIZE (small/medium/large/extra large 

/plus sizes, etc…) ALSO, PLEASE PLACE MEN’S ITEMS IN BLACK GARBAGE BAGS; 

WOMEN’S ITEMS IN WHITE KITCHEN SIZE GARBAGE BAGS, AND CHILDREN’S IN 

WHITE KITCHEN SIZE BAGS.  Again, please make sure bags are labeled with gender and sizes.  

This is a tremendous help when we are sorting! 

 
Donation Drop off: 

You may begin to bring things to the church beginning Sunday, September 23.  

Please call the church for office hours (570) 784-1241 so you can deliver them 

and take them right to the Social Room to the designated drop off spot.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Thank you for your continued support and generosity of this wonderful mission.   

If you have any questions, please contact Karen Yerges (570) 784-5137. 

Giveaway Set up:   

Sunday, October 7, right after Sunday School - light lunch will be provided. 

Monday, October 8, 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

Tuesday, October 9, 9 a.m. - until finished 

Wednesday, October 10 (if necessary) 

Thursday, October 11, 8:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. 



Please contact the church office 
(570) 784-1241 to provide any 
additions or corrections. 

 

 Volunteers for September 
 

Doorkeepers 
Ralph and Eleanor Welliver 

 

Greeter 
Esther Franklin 

 

Ushers 
Ken Maneval, Charlene Outt 

Ginnie Kocher & Terry Lehman 

 

Communion Outreach 
Karen Yerges 

 

*See the BCE page for Volunteer lists for 
Sunday School & Children’s Church 

 

Contact one of the following  
with PRAYER REQUESTS:                         

Thelma Lowthert (570) 784-7725  
thelma68@aol.com)                            

or  
Sandie Yule (570) - 764-0146 

mamieyule@gmail.com  

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

8 Michele and Fred Kashner 

 Karen and Ken Yerges 

9 Mary Ellen and Jim Crawford 

17   Steve and Cleota Levan 

18   Karen and Chris McCaffrey 

Pictures published in this issue 
are courtesy of Emily Ruckle,  

Thank you! 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

1 Beth Fenstermacher 

2    Linda Eifert 

 Daisy Karnes 

4 Matt Cleaver 

 Doug Ruckle   

5 Faith Gray 

7    Phyllis Meldrum 

8 Branson Jones 

9 Christine Gordon 

10 Dottie Brooking 

 RJ Crawford 

 Carolyn Sweeney 

11 Colleen Liddick 

14 Allee Swisher 

15    Ralph Welliver 

18 Helen Hilderbrandt 

 Cora Lowthert 

 Mitchell Liddick 

21 Jesse Crawford 

22 Katie Overly 

 Jackie Willis 

 Rebecca Tappe 

23 Kimberly Kashner 

24 Alex Hilderbrandt 
         Tiffany DeWire Lombardi  
25 Madison Culver 

 



 

It’s a brand new school year...   

Even if your children are out  

of school, you can still donate 

your box tops to a child/school 

of your choice.   

Visit boxtops4eduction.com  

to see how you can  

join in the fun of  

supporting our  

local schools. 

 

 
Altar Flowers brighten the sanctuary.   

They can also serve a meaningful purpose.  

Altar flowers are a lovely way to honor a 

special loved one, or honor the memory of a 

loved one, or celebrate a special occasion.  

If you would like to purchase altar flowers,  

please contact Carey in the church office 

(570) 784-1241 to chose a date and discuss 

the details.  There is also an Altar Flower 

Chart on the bulletin board in the church 

office showing the Sundays that are  

available.  You can write your name and  

phone number next to the date you choose, 

and Carey will call you for details. 

 

First English Baptist Church 
Rev. Dr. Lee Barnhardt 

700 Millville Road 

Bloomsburg, PA  17815 
 

Phone: 570-784-1241 

E-mail: febc700@gmail.com 

www.firstenglishbaptist.org 
OR CURRENT RESIDENT 

 


